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Characters are the heart of every great story. They’re our way in – our avatars on the journey.  
When we connect with them, we feel their struggles, triumphs, and emotions as if they were 
our own. Think about your favourite books, films, or shows. Chances are, the characters 
stayed with you long after the story ended. In session one, we examine the importance of 
great, nuanced, memorable characters. We’ll spend time crafting a protagonist worth reading 
about, who has a backstory, flaws and goals that propel the story forward and keep readers 
turning pages.

Conflict is the heartbeat of a great story.  It keeps readers hooked, makes us ask, ‘What 
happens next?’ and gives the protagonist something to fight against. Without it, there’s 
no tension, no stakes – just a flat road to nowhere. How do you like to build conflict in your 
stories?
In session two you’ll put your characters in the pressure cooker and watch them grow! 

Scenes and chapters might seem interchangeable, but they serve different roles in 
storytelling! Scenes drive the action, emotions, and stakes moment by moment, while 
chapters shape the pacing and flow of the overall narrative. Mastering both is key to a 
compelling story! Are you more of a scene-by-scene planner or a chapter-by-chapter writer? 
Let’s find out in this session.

Program overview
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A great story isn’t just about characters and plot – it’s also about the world they exist in! 
Worldbuilding sets the stage, immerses readers, and makes your story feel real. Every detail 
matters whether it’s a sprawling fantasy realm or a quiet small town. 
In this session, we’ll explore your favourite fictional worlds and what makes them work, as well 
as analyse the common genres, tropes, and cliches we encounter in storytelling - and how 
writers can deliver on reader expectations!

POV, subtext, and dialogue aren’t just writing tools; they bring your story to life!  
Writing realistic dialogue can be trickier than it seems. It should reveal character and 
information about the world of the story while driving the story forward and sounding natural. 
Choosing the right POV shapes your reader’s experience; a deep POV pulls them closer, and 
strong dialogue drives the action. And don’t forget to show, don’t tell – let your story unfold 
naturally. Which of these do you find trickiest to master? 
In this session, learn how to choose the best POV for your story and create believable, story-
driving dialogue. 

Theme is the important thing that’s going on underneath the plot of your story. It’s the point of 
your story, the reason you’re writing it and it’s the feeling that readers are left with when they 
finish the story. But how do we know what we want to write about as writers? How do we know 
which ideas are worth pursuing? What might hold enough value to us to maintain our interests 
over the weeks, months or years it might take us to finish our stories? 
In session six we’ll gain clarity on our story’s theme, how to connect it with our characters and 
how to use it to figure out both the plot and the scenes we might need. 
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