"""'"_STAT‘E-CQNEE“REN(E
- 20-21NOVEMBER -
2025 =

Vic’corlan As\soclatlon for ' o T
\ﬂﬂ the Teachmg of Engllsh _ AT L2

\ —=——- — ".-"' o //
\\ \\ = -____'__'__, /'/ //,

o o, b S - 51 ./ ] |



Silver Sponsors

VATE acknowledges with thanks the generous support of the Silver Sponsors of this year's VATE State Conference.

Adobe

The globalleaderin digital literacy and creativity.

COMPLETE
WORKS

THEATRE COMPANY

Complete Worksis animportant creative
component of the Victorian English and Arts
curriculum, developing and touring live theatre
and digital resources for secondary students.

anzuk.education

ANZUK Educationis committed to connecting
high-quality educators with rewarding education
jobsinclassrooms and centres Australia-wide
and globally.

THE UNIVERSITY OF

MELBOURNE

The Melbourne Public Humanities Initiative at
The University of Melbourne is a new place for
applying specialist knowledge and approaches
to aworld tackling a crisis of humanity.

Official Conference Bookseller

The Chestnut Tree Bookshop

JoinThe Chestnut Tree teacher’s newsletter

The teacher’s newsletteris sent out eachterm
and details relevant newreleases and resources,
plusincludesinvitations to exclusive teachers’
and educators’ events. Signup here!

Teacher Inclusion Scholarship

VATE acknowledges and thanks VATE members and
friends, including the following, who have generously
donated payment for work they have undertaken for
VATE eitherin 2024 or 2025.

Madeleine Coulombe, Faye Crossman,

Andrew Duval, Leon Furze, Karen Graham,

Karen Lynch, Howie Manns (Monash University),
Amanda McGraw (Federation University), Luci Pangrazio
(Deakin University), Carlo Perrotta (The University of
Melbourne), Steven Roberts (Monash University)

The Teacher Inclusion Scholarship ensures that the
annual VATE State Conferenceis accessible to as many
Englishteachers as possible. This scholarship directly
supports the English teaching community. To recognise
and facilitate equity of access, VATE will prioritise
members who identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait
Islander, work with students from disadvantaged or

low ICSEA backgrounds, and/or teachinruraland
regional areas of Victoria.


https://www.adobeforeducation.com/
https://anzuk.education/au/ 
https://completeworkstheatre.com/
https://arts.unimelb.edu.au/public-humanities-initiative
https://thechestnuttree.com.au/
https://thechestnuttree.com.au/teachers-newsletter/
https://thechestnuttree.com.au/
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VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2025

CONFeReNCe
SCHeDUL&

DAY
ONE:

9.00 - 9:15am

9.15-10.15am

10.15-10.25am
10.25-11.25am

11.25-1.50am

11.50am -12.40pm

12.40-12.50pm
12.50-1.50pm

1.50 - 2.40pm
2.40 - 3.40pm

3.40 - 4.30pm

Welcome to Country

President’s welcome

Keynote
Amy McQuire

Changeover

Workshops
(F2F / Livestream) TWI

WTW!1: Melanie Cheng
Morning tea

Guest speakers

GS1: Esther Anatolitis
GS2: Fiona Longmuir
GS3: Matthew Keynes

Changeover

Workshops
(F2F / Livestream) TW2

WTW2: Sam Elkin
Lunch

Workshops
(F2F / Livestream) TW3

WTWa3: Jes Layton

VATE Village
Conference gathering

9.00-10.00am

10.00-10.10am
10.10 -11.10am

1110 -11.35am

11.35am -12.35pm

12.35-12.45pm

12.45 -1.45pm

1.45-2.35pm

2.35-3.35pm

Keynote
Tanya Notley

Changeover

Workshops
(F2F / Livestream) FW1

Morning tea

Panels

P1: Research Dialogue
P2: Avenues of advocacy
P3: Aplace at the table

Changeover

Workshops
(F2F / Livestream) FW2

Lunch

Workshops
(F2F / Livestream) FW3

Due tounforeseen circumstances, VATE will occasionally have to alter the program or workshops.
Onthe day cancellations will be communiated to delegates. VATE willnot accept liability for damages
of any nature sustained by participants or theiraccompanying persons, forloss or damage to their

personal property as aresult of the conference orrelated events. The opinions expressed at
the conference are those of the presenter and do not necessarily reflect the views of VATE.
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VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2025

DEMANDING

PACEARCHITECTS

The VATE State Conferencein

2025 asserts the active role of
language and of English teachers
to advocate, uncompromisingly,
for our profession as we fulfiland
explore ourresponsibilities to our
students, inspiring, confronting,
challenging and unsettling them.
The tenseis continuous, enacting
our ongoing and persistent
commitment. The verb punsinto an
adjective, creating arelationship
both fraught and mutually active
andresponsive. Physical and
metaphysical space offers

endless yet daunting possibilities
which reject the mundanity and
narrowness exemplified by such
fads as generic lesson plans in favour
of the actions of building, creating,
and redesigning our pedagogical
infrastructure so that ‘every
classroom must function as a space
that can support advocacy forand
with the ingenuity of young people.’

Boundless space offers

boundless possibilities; it offers
untrammelled creation of language
andrelationships, with aplace at the
table forall. We are all spacefarers,
all subject to ‘the restless spirit of
endeavour’, all building a ‘language
adequate to the spectacle’.

From the ‘everyday advocacy’

of the classroom teacher, to the
position of the English teacherin
the school, to our place in the broad
community and cultural space,

to wider political expression, we
create afertile self-sustaining,
above all safe (thus, opento
risk-taking and rebellion) space,
ambitious for our students and

our subject. By speaking in the
active voice, we claim autonomy;
we value agency; like Audre Lorde,
we ‘shiftlanguage into action’. Just
as the vison of outer space allows
forthe relative positions of the
universe to be apprehended, our
‘demanding space’isinclusive and
interconnected, all stories heard.

In1991 Garth Boomer said that
Englishteachers are ‘being asked
to produce resilient, flexible,
adaptable, communicative,
enterprising, inventive and
cooperative thinkers’. In2025, we
canaddto thislist, as ouradvocacy
models, enables and equips our
students to advocate, finding
theirown voices, turning the noun
into averb. ‘The public narrative
surrounding teachersis too often
dismissive, demeaning, and just plain
wrong.” Similarly, Mockler deplores
the ‘messages of contempt toward

F CHANGE

teachers while also rendering
theirwork simple and denyingits
complexity. All of which undermines
teacher professionalism, normalising
these attitudes for theirreaders.’
The title of Boomer’s address,
Pragmatism, Radicalism and
Idealismin English Teaching - On
Resistance, speaks to us today.
Faced with the hypernormalisation
of political dysfunction and personal
powerlessness, itis crucial to resist,
to speak, to act, to defeat the

‘ignorant armies [which] clash by

night’, but instead ‘To strive, to seek,
to find, and not toyield’.

Lorde argues that silence is aform
of violence; VATE 2025 is, like
Prospero’sisland, ‘full of noise’,
impossible toignore. VATE's voice
is aweapon of empowerment,
hope andimagination, exemplified
in Barrina South’s poem, ‘white
margins’:

from white margins
Blak words demand
space
eachword, paragraph, sentence
uncovers
locates

place


https://www.vate.org.au/file/7184/download?token=UmCYqWEs
https://www.vate.org.au/file/7184/download?token=UmCYqWEs
https://www.vate.org.au/file/7184/download?token=UmCYqWEs
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Learning Stream

The Teaching First Nations Perspectives programis designed to support English
teachers to build their own Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural competency
in order to provide their students with accurate, informed and culturally responsive
context, knowledge, skills, language and pedagogies. The Teaching First Nations
Perspectives program has delivered 10 on-demand videos with First Nations

academics, authors, and commentators and complementary teaching resources
that have beeninspired by the 8 Aboriginal Ways of Learning pedagogy framework.

Anadditional component of the Teaching First Nations
Perspectives programis to subsidise 15 English

teachers from around Victoria to attend a day of curated
professionallearning taking place during VATE's annual
State Conference on Thursday 20 November2025.
Participants will attend a day of learning thatis responsive
and proactive in assisting with the implementation of
teaching of First Nations perspectivesin the English
classroom. Participants will hear from teachers who have
facilitated a year-longinquiry into First Nations literature,
knowledges and ways of learning as part of the VATE
Fellowship. These teachers will share the results of their
inquiries in their context. The day will be facilitated by
Associate Professor Amanda McGraw and Emma Jenkins,
critical friends to the VATE Fellowship.

Thereisno cost to beinvolvedinthe program, however,
school principals must give formal approval for
participation and support applicants’ involvement

inthe program by providing release from school on
Thursday 20 November 2025. Applicants must be

VATE members and be willing and able to meet certain
conditions of participationin the program, including
completing pre- and post-event tasks. (NB: Participants
canregister for the second day of the State Conference
atadiscountedrate.)

Department
of Education

ORIA

Government

. m ﬂ E State

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH

Expression of interest

VATE isinterestedin hearing from members who are
committed to Makarrata, truth-telling and listening, and
using their privilege as an English teacher to promote
reconciliation and champion a version of English education
thatis critical and creative and grounded in promoting
inclusivity and equity. VATE welcomes applications from
teachers who work with students who identify as Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander, students from disadvantaged
orlow ICSEA backgrounds, students fromrural orregional
areas of Victoria, and students from culturally and
linguistically diverse backgrounds.

Please submita200 - 400 word reflection that
responds to the following prompts:

Your name, school and school’slocation

Discuss your teaching and learning journey with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories,
cultures and stories (this may include your own
reconciliationjourney)

Inwhat ways are you adopting a strengths-based
approachto the sharing of histories, cultures and
stories of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples?

Completed expressions of interest should be
submitted to education@vate.org.au by 12pmon
Friday 19 September2025. Successful applicants
willbe informed by Monday 29 September.

This programis supported by the Department
of Education’s Strategic Partnerships Program.


https://ulurustatement.org/our-story/makarrata/
https://antar.org.au/issues/truth-telling/a-practice-of-truth-listening/
mailto:education%40vate.org.au?subject=
https://www.vate.org.au/you-can-teach-teaching-first-nations-perspectives

& ABORIGINAL AND

o TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER
LANGUAGE AND
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VATE

VATE acknowledges the Wurundjeri
WoiWurrung people of the Kulin
Nation as the Traditional Custodians
of the lands on which the VATE office
is situated.

We pay ourrespects to Elders from
allnations - and to their Ancestors
and Elders past and present. We
recognise Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples as the first
storytellers; and that knowledge
transfer through storytelling is woven
into the fabric of this Country.

We acknowledge all First Nations
peoples who make contributions to
teaching and learning communities.
VATE is committed to working
towards Makarrata and truth-telling
- we strive to use language that
recognises First Nations peoples’
continuing connectiontoland,
waters, and cultures.

We believe a bettertomorrow s
possible and VATE pledges our
unwavering support to the First
People’s Treaty processin Victoria.

Deakin

We acknowledge the Traditional
Custodians of the uncededlands
and waterways on which Deakin
University does business. We pay
ourdeeprespect to the Ancestors
and Elders of Wadawurrung
Country, Eastern Maar Country
and Wurundjeri Country where our
physical campuses are located. We
also acknowledge all First Nations
Peoples that make contributions
to ourlearning communities.

DEAKIN

VATE Aboriginal

and Torres Strait
Islander Language

and Terminology Guide

\'4
ug

VATE Council continues the important journey of truth-telling and
reconciliation. Understanding that using respectful andinclusive language

is an essential part of reconciliation, VATE commissioned Darby Jones to

write the VATE Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Language and Terminology
Guide whichwillinform our work and that of our writers and presenters. We
encourage members to use thisresource to build knowledge and awareness
and guide yourlanguage choicesinyour teaching and learning. VATE
members can access the guide on the website here.

Darby Jones, Writer

Darby is a freelance writer and editor
with matrilineal ties to the Kamilaroi
mob in Southwest Queensland. He
is an alumnus of the State Library

of Queensland’s black&write!
Indigenous Writing and Editing
Project. He has collaborated

with several organisations across
Australia, including Griffith Review
Literary Journal, University of
Queensland Press, Penguin
Random House, Hachette Australia,
Kill Your Darlings, Queensland Art
Gallery, Reading Australia, Victorian
Association forthe Teaching of
English, and the Australian Institute
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Studies. As an advocate
fordiverse representationin
literature, Darby has dedicated his
career to amplifying the voices of
marginalised peoples.

Deanne Gilson, Artist

DrDeanne Gilsonis a Proud
Wadawurrung womanliving on
herancestral Country of Ballarat
inVictoria. Gilson works in many
mediums including painting, clay
(sculpturalinstallation), fashion,
textile and jewellery design,
photography and drawing.
Wadawurrung cultureis celebrated
through artas aliving and
continued knowledge of story-
telling, ceremonial practices and
by reviving traditional Victorian
marks used by ancestors. Often
depictions of Indigenous healing,
food and medicine plants are
paintedinbaskets made by family,
alongside trees and birds taken
fromher Creation Story. Some
speciesincluding birds and plants
are highlighted to show the need
forfuture generations to care for
Country. Gilson’s artworkis heldin
many public and private collections,
including the National Gallery of
Victoria, The Koorie Heritage Trust
and the National Wool Museum.


https://www.vate.org.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-language-and-terminology-guide
https://www.darbyjones.au/about
https://www.vate.org.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-language-and-terminology-guide

9000+
reasons

When you join VATE, you join a dynamic 9000+
strong community of English educators across

the state. Through networks, professional learning,
research, journals, and other resources, VATE
strives to nurture a community committed to

the advancement of the profession.

VATE exists to support its members in the
continual process of renewal necessary to
engage with the dynamic nature of both the
profession and subject English.

Have your voice heard

VATE represents members on
statewide and national education
and curriculum panels and
reference groups and seeks input
frommembers to ensure that the
voices of English teachers are
heard. VATE plays a crucialrole in
advocating onbehalf of its diverse
membership.

Belong to AATE

VATE members also belong to
AATE (Australian Association for
the Teaching of English). AATE is a
national professional association
established and supported by
state and territory English teaching
associations.

Free digital subscription
to VATE and AATE member
journals

Allmembers have digital access to
two annual editions and past copies
of the VATE journal, Idiom, and the
AATE journal, Australian Journal of
English Education.

Professional Learning

In an ever-changing educational
landscape, attending a VATE
professionallearning event allows
English educators a shared space
tofocusandreflect ontheir
professionalidentity and practice,
develop theirpedagogical and
disciplinary knowledge, and
engage with questions and
conversations withinand beyond
the classroomwalls. Members leave
with a strong sense of community
and shared purpose, as well as
strategies andideas to inspire and
rejuvenate their teaching. You will
receive regularupdates about VATE
Professional Learning activities
throughout the year.

Join online Networks

Join VATE’s vibrant and active
member-driven online Networks,
including: VCE English; VCE

EAL; VCE English Language;

VCE Literature; Middle Years,

and Vocational Major - Literacy.
Membersregularly correspond with
questions and discussion, share
resources and ideas forassessment,
lesson planning and text selection.

VATE podcast: YA Book Stack

Listento YA Book Stack, hosted
by Karys McEwen, forinterviews
with new and diverse YA authors,
including ways of using these texts
inthe English classroom.

Research/ing English

VATE’s focus onresearch supports
members to actively engagein
inquiry and dialogue related to
issues of contention and contextual
concern. Theresearch program
includes the Research Snapshot,
Discussion Paper, Dialogue Seminar
and Longview Essay.

Onlineresources

Online accesstoarange of
resourcesincluding Middle Ground,
research, suggested textlists, and
VATE’s You CanTeach That: Teaching
First Nations Perspectives series.

Regular communication

VATE’s regular emails keep all
members up-to-date withwhat’s
happeningin the profession,
including information about
professionallearning, teaching
resources, news from partner
organisations.

Getinvolved

There are many ways to getinvolved
with the work of VATE. Present at
one of our conferences, contribute
toldiom, write a book review, join
one of our Working Parties, apply
forascholarship, respondto our
surveys, and contribute to research.

VIAIT|E

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH


https://www.vate.org.au/vate-membership
https://www.aate.org.au/
https://www.vate.org.au/idiom
https://www.vate.org.au/english-australia
https://www.vate.org.au/english-australia
https://www.vate.org.au/ya-book-stack
https://www.vate.org.au/research
https://www.vate.org.au/middle-ground
https://www.vate.org.au/you-can-teach-teaching-first-nations-perspectives
https://www.vate.org.au/you-can-teach-teaching-first-nations-perspectives
https://www.vate.org.au/idiom
https://www.vate.org.au/vate-book-reviews

GOING GheaN:
THE GR&eNING OF VATE eVelNTS

Climate changeisreal

Torespondto the challenges of
climate change, we need to address
ourindividual, collective and
systemicresponsibilities.

At VATE we are committed to
developing environmentally
sustainable practicesin orderto
minimise our carbon footprint at all
VATE events. The key actions being
undertaken are:

Minimising waste

This will be done through the
reduction of waste such asno single
serving containers and recycling
(where possible) at each event.

MEMBER

Distribution of event material

We are committed to using
paperless technology as much

as possible and thisincludes

the distribution of speakers’
presentations and eventinformation.
We encourage our exhibitors

and sponsors to distribute their
promotional materialin a paperless
manner and/oronrecycled paper
where possible. VATE willnot be
distributing any paper flyers at

the State Conference.

Conference satchels

Conference satchels with
promotional flyers will not be
available. Delegates are encouraged
to bring theirown bag.

TEXT
i

Eachyear VATE surveys its member community
about the texts currently being studiedin Years 7-11
English, English as an Additional Language (EAL),

and Literature. The list of texts is compiled and made
available to VATE members, providing a snapshot

of the texts being studied in Victorian secondary

schools across sectors andregions.

Members are also invited to respond to survey
guestions onatopicrelated to the selectionand

study of textsin secondary English. We hope you find
thisinformation usefulin planning your wide reading
programs and finding ways to encourage and inspire
your students toread. Read this year’s Text Survey.

All Text Surveys (2010-2025) are also available to
membersin Member Resources, in select editions
of Idiom, or by contacting the VATE office:
publications@vate.org.au

Transport to the venue

Toreduce carbon emissions,

we encourage all participants

to find the most environmentally
friendly way to travel to the venue.
This may include taking public
transportation, sharing a car,
riding a bike, orwalking.

We look forward to you joining
us on this journey.

VIAIT|E

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH



https://vate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0cbed82165e15534d9570087&id=83f19f752c&e=f0f40a2e10
https://www.vate.org.au/idiom
mailto:publications%40vate.org.au?subject=

We are Diirra

Djirra is an Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisation with over 20
years’ experience accompanying Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
women, and their children, on their individual journeys. We find solutions
through women sharing their stories, journeys, and experiences. Djirra
celebrates women’s strength and resilience.

We are committed to a future without family violence.

Djirra offers services and supports to:
* people who identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander

« Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people who have experienced,
or are at risk of, family violence

We deliver holistic, culturally safe, specialist family violence services and
programs, including:
« cultural, wellbeing and personal development workshops and practical
support through our Koori Women'’s Place and signature early
intervention and prevention programs Sisters Day Out, Young Luv and
Dilly Bag
e support and case management services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander women and their children
e legal assistance with intervention orders, child protection, family law
and victims of crime matters for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people experiencing or at risk of family violence

» workshops, support and legal assistance for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander women in prison

Donate to Djirra today

To find out more visit our website

Sharing stories, finding soluctions



https://djirra.org.au/
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GIVING BACK: SUPPORTING

OUR wWiDeA COMMUNITY

VATE is a not-for-profit subject
associationcommittedtoa

vision of subject English thatis
equitable, inclusive, robust, creative,
responsive, and critical. Through
collaboration and community,

VATE servesits members and

their students fromall sectors and
regions across the state of Victoria.

VATEisanimportant place of
connectionand community.

Toreflect ourcommitment to
sustainability and social solidarity,
VATE nolonger purchases delegate
and presenter gifts andinstead
donates these funds to charities.
We see thisasanimportantactin
supporting our wider community
andreflects ourresponsibility to
‘going green’ and our core values
of equity, inclusion, and social
engagement.

We look forward to you joining
us on this journey of connecting
to community.

In2025 VATE will be donating
funds to the following two
organisations: Djirra and
Murray Art Museum Albury.

Sharing stories, finding soluctions

Djirra

Dijirrais a specialist Aboriginal
Community Controlled Organisation
inVictoria with over23 years’
experience accompanying
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanderwomen, and their children,
ontheirindividualjourneys.

Djirra finds solutions through
Aboriginal women sharing their
stories, journeys, and experiences.
Djirra celebrates women’s strength
andresilience and is committed

to a future without family violence.

Djirra offers statewide services
and supports to Aboriginal people
who have experienced, or are at
risk of, family violence.

Aboriginalwomen'’s self-determination
is Djirra’s foundation.

MURRAY ART MUSEUM ALBURY

Murray Art Museum Albury

MAMA s a vibrant contemporary
artmuseuminregional NSW, just
3.5 hours from Melbourne. We
present exhibitions that celebrate
First Nations and contemporary art,
and proudly host the prestigious
National Photography Prize.

With a strong commitment to
accessibility and learning, MAMA
offers tours and activities that
connect students and educators
with artists, ideas, and the rich world
of contemporary art. We invite

all visitors to explore, learn, and
connect through artinthe heart

of Albury.


https://djirra.org.au/
https://www.mamalbury.com.au/
https://djirra.org.au/
https://www.mamalbury.com.au/
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MAMA is a vibrant contemporary art museum in
regional NSW, just 3.5 hours from Melbourne. We
present exhibitions that celebrate First Nations and
contemporary art, and proudly host the prestigious
National Photography Prize.

With a strong commitment to accessibility and learning,
MAMA offers tours and activities that connect students
and educators with artists, ideas, and the rich world of
contemporary art.

We invite all visitors to explore, learn, and connect
through art in the heart of Albury.

MURRAY ART MUSEUM ALBURY

We are on Wiradjuri Country  Weekdays: 10am - 5pm

546 Dean Street Weekends: 10am - 5pm
Albury NSW 2640 Public Holidays: 10am - 4pm
mamalbury.com.au FREE ENTRY

@mamalbury


https://www.mamalbury.com.au/

2025 Conference at 2024 prices!

One day registration

$270

VATE concession
member

Two day registration

$405

VATE concession
member

$290

VATE individual
member

$435

VATE individual
member

$310

VATE organisational
member*

$465

VATE organisational
member*

Livestream registration

Thisyear’s State Conference willbe
a hybrid event. We will be running
eighteenworkshops, aswell as
allkeynotes, guest speakers and
panelslive viaZoom. Delegates
wishing toregister for the livestream
component of the conference can
do so through a separate livestream
registration portal. You willbe able
to select your preferences forthe
workshops that you would like to
stream live. Livestream delegates
will also getaccess to therecordings
forall streamed sessions (subject to
recording quality).

Please note: *Organisational memberrates are per single staff member. If you
oryour school faces financial barriers that make attending this conference
difficult, please contact Kate Gillespie to discuss options.

MIDDLE GROUND

Chostbunen: Why mytha maer

MIDDLE GROUND

The purpose of VATE's Middle Ground publicationis to provide

middle years’ teachers (Years 7-10)

with access to activities and

lesson sequences that can assist with the teaching of English
concepts, skills, knowledge, and ideas.

Each edition of Middle Groundis
mapped to the Victorian and Australian
curricula andis supported by materials
including professional reading, media
articles, audio visual material, as well as
tables, handouts and worksheets.

The series title, Middle Ground, is
designedtorepresentafocuson
teaching theideas, skills, concepts,
and knowledge of English for funand
in connectionwith the lives and
experiences of middle years students.

Middle Groundis free for all current VATE
members. Available editions in 2025 include:

« Putengaginglearning backin motion:
AYear7 English stop motion unit

Poetic landscapes: Exploring local
environments through poetry

« Ghostbusters: Why myths matter
« Slingingslanginthe classroom

« Who's afraid of the patriarchy? Feminist
ideas, texts andrepresentations

VIAIT|E

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH


https://www.vate.org.au/events/2025-vate-state-conference-livestream
https://www.vate.org.au/events/2025-vate-state-conference-livestream
https://www.vate.org.au/events/2025-vate-state-conference
mailto:executiveofficer%40vate.org.au?subject=
https://www.vate.org.au/events/2025-vate-state-conference
https://www.vate.org.au/middle-ground
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Amy McQuire

Dr Amy McQuire is a Darumbal and
South Sealslander woman from
Rockhampton, Central Queensland,
and a Senior Lecturer at Queensland
University of Technology’s Carumba
Institute. Sheis a prolific Aboriginal
affairsjournalist, academic, writer
and commentator who has been
published in Guardian Australia,

the National Indigenous Times,

The Saturday Paper, BuzzFeed
News Australia, New Matilda,

Vogue Australia, Marie Claire, The
New York Times and The Washington
Post, among others. She currently
co-hosts Curtain The Podcast,
whichwas named one of the top

9.00-10.15AM

25 true crime podcasts by New
York’s Vulture magazine. In 2019
she won a Clarion Award and was
nominated for a Walkley Award for
her essay on the wrongful conviction
of Aboriginal man Kevin Henry,
andin 2023 she won Meanjin’s
Hilary McPhee Award for brave
essay writing for her piece onthe
disappearing of Aboriginal women.
SheisanlIndigenous postdoctoral
fellow at the Queensland University
of Technology. Her first non-fiction
book Black Witness: The Power of
Indigenous Media was published
by University of Queensland Press
(UQP)in2024.

Photo credit: Jacob McQuire



https://www.qut.edu.au/about/our-people/academic-profiles/amy.mcquire
https://blakcast.com.au/category/curtain-the-podcast/
https://www.uqp.com.au/books/black-witness
https://www.uqp.com.au/books/black-witness
https://www.qut.edu.au/about/our-people/academic-profiles/amy.mcquire

%)
o
L
~
<<
L
o
%)
'_
%)
L
o)
O]
L
z
0]
>
<
(a]

| ®

VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2025

GUEST SPeAKkeRS

Esther Anatolitis

Esther Anatolitis works venturously
across the cultural and civic fields
that create Australia’s future. As
Editor of Meanjin, Hon A/Prof at
RMIT School of Art, and a member
of the National Gallery of Australia
Governing Council, sheis a highly
respected champion of artists’
voices. Across two decades, Esther
has held arts and medialeadership
positions across all platforms and
artforms. She has served many
government policy bodies and arts
boards, presented guest lectures all

GS1/11.50AM -12.40PM

over Australia, andis aformerboard
member of the National Advocates
for Arts Education. Her strategic
consultancy Test Pattern honours
the values of art, tenacity and
democracy, working across Australia
on strategic development, creative
precincts and public policy. A prolific
writer and broadcaster, Esther’s
work is published and translated
widely, and sheis a sought-after
speakerand commentator on arts
and civic matters.

Photo credit: Sarah Walker

English teachers have superpowers

There’s avery telling questionI'm
fond of asking artists, writers and
journalists about the single most
critical factorresponsible for that
impactful career choice. Was it
the schoolthey went to? Was it
their extra-curriculars? Was it their
parents’influence? No. Nine times
out of then, it was their English
teacher. That'sright: where they
are today is thanks to their English
teacher'sunique, creative and
ambitious teaching style. That
number one pivotal reasonis you
- every single day, you change
lives. Right now, however, the ways
students learn both withinand
beyond the classroom are under
threat. Generative Al risks robbing
students of creativity, spontaneity,
critical thinking and even truth.

Government-mandated lesson
plansriskrobbing teachers of the
creativity and spontaneity that bring
lessons tolife, as well as dynamic
approaches to critical thinking that
help separate fact from fiction.
English discipline professionals
educate the thinkers, writers and
citizens of the future, empowering
them to apply creativity inventurous
ways. Drawing on my work railing
against the ‘Content Mindset’

and championing creative civic
engagement, let’'s spend some
time galvanising our professional
autonomy and focusing our
advocacy: forengaging educational
experiences that transform lives
and enrich the nation.


https://estheranatolitis.net/
https://estheranatolitis.net/
https://meanjin.com.au/
https://testpattern.com.au/
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GUEST SPeAKeRS

Fiona Longmuir

Dr Fiona Longmuiris a Senior

Lecturerin Educational Leadership
and co-leader of the Education
Workforce forthe Future Impact
Lab, School of Education, Culture
and Society, Faculty of Education at
Monash University. Fiona’sresearch
focuses oneducators’ working
conditions, principals’ emotional
labour, and the role of school and
systemleadership in supporting
student engagement and agency.

She has expertisein crisis leadership,

social cohesion, and socialjustice

in education. She has published on
topicsincluding, teachers’ working
conditions and retention, leadership
incomplex contexts, and student
agencyinschoolreform.Fiona
teachesin the Master of Educational

GS2/11.50AM -12.40PM

Leadership, specialising in social
justice, policy enactment, and
educational change. Sheled the
Graduate Certificate of Principal
Preparation from 2019 to 2021and
contributes to leadership programs
forinternational schooland system
leaders. Previously, Fiona spent over
adecade as Director of Research

in Innovative Professional Practice
at Educational Transformations,
leading national and international
studies on schoolleadership and
system effectiveness. She also
worked 15 years with the Victorian
Department of Educationand
Training as a teacher, and curriculum,
schooland networkleader. Fionais
a Victorian Fellow of the Australian
Councilfor Educational Leaders.

Enhancing belonging to the profession:
Rediscovering joy, connection and purpose

in teaching work

Australiais facing ateacher shortage
crisis. Only 30% of teachers report
that theyintendto stayinthe
professionuntilretirement. The
reasons teachers give forwanting
toleave include excessive and
emotionally intense workloads,
wellbeing and safety concerns, and
decliningrespect for the profession.
Despite these challenges, many
teachersreport a strong sense

of belonging to the profession.
Ourresearchhasfoundthat the
relational and care work of teaching
is central to teachers’ experiences

andinfluences their likelihood of
remainingin the profession. In this
address, | will explore possibilities
forreprioritising joy, connection,
and purposeinteachers’
relationships with students and

with each other. We will consider
how prevailing discourses that
focus onnarrow measures of
performance constrain the ways
teachers canaccess such outcomes
intheirwork - and how these
constraints might be challenged

to transform schooling experiences
forboth students and teachers.


https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/fiona-longmuir
https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/fiona-longmuir
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GUEST SPeAKkeRS

Matthew Keynes

DrMatthewR. Keynesis a
non-Indigenous historian, and
McKenzie Postdoctoral Research
Fellow in the Faculty of Education
at The University of Melbourne.
Matthew is currently leading an
international project on truth
commissions, exploring how
educatorsin Australia and the

GS3/11.50AM -12.40PM

Nordic states are engaging with
truth-telling. Hisbooksinclude the
monograph Education and Historical

Justice: Redress, Reparations and
Reconciliation in the Classroom
(Bloomsbury, 2025) and Historical
Justice and History Education
(Palgrave, 2021).

‘A Twilight of Knowing’:

Education and truth-telling in a post-truth era

How do we engage in truth-telling
ina‘post-truth’ society? Amidst
rising backlash and denialism,

how can educators navigate
truth-tellingin their classrooms

and communities? Drawing from

his global andlocal research,
Matthew will explore the relationship
of education and truth-telling;
discuss teachers’ vitalrolein
truth-telling, and related processes
of treaty-making, reconciliation and
self-determination. Connections
between education and truth-telling
are frequently invoked, including
hereinVictoriainrecommendations
made by the landmark Yoorrook
Justice Commission. All eyes

are now on how the unfolding

Treaty process - the first of its

kind nationally - might influence
educationalreform. Australians of all
agesidentify school education as
one of the most significant barriers
to truth-telling and social change,
and little isknown about how school
education can support truth-telling.
Truth, inasettlersociety, remains

a fickle thing. As historian Anna
Haebich has argued, the Australian
public drifts ‘in a twilight of knowing’
about the impacts of colonisation
onFirst Nations people. How might
educators engage in truth-telling,
combat denialism and post-truth
politics, and navigate the ethical
challenges posed by truth-telling
inthe classroom?


https://findanexpert.unimelb.edu.au/profile/880052-matthew-keynes
https://www.bloomsbury.com/au/education-and-historical-justice-9781350470231/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/au/education-and-historical-justice-9781350470231/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/au/education-and-historical-justice-9781350470231/
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-70412-4
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-70412-4
https://findanexpert.unimelb.edu.au/profile/880052-matthew-keynes
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WRITeRAS TALK
WRITING

Melanie Cheng

Melanie Chengis a writerand
general practitioner. She was bornin
Adelaide, grew up inHong Kong and
now livesin Melbourne. Her debut
collection of short stories, Australia
Day, won the Victorian Premier’s
Literary Award for an Unpublished
Manuscriptin 2016 and the Victorian

WTW1/10.25-11.25AM

Premier’s Literary Award for Fiction
in2018. Her mostrecent novel,

The Burrow, was shortlisted forthe

Stella Prize, the Victorian Premier’s

Literary Award, the Age Book of the
Year and the ABIA Small Publishers’
Adult Book of the Year.

That glimpse of truth: Writing short stories

Join award-winning short story writer

and novelist, Melanie Cheng, for
a Writers Talk Writing Masterclass

about the craft of short story writing.

Melanie will share an easy to use

3 step framework for writing short
stories that she has been applyingin
her Narrative Medicine workshops

at The University of Melbourne. The
framework wasinspired by a PBS
interview with George Saunders.
Itis simple, funandhasbeen
effective in generating high quality,
moving flash fiction pieces from
medical students with little to no
experience in creative writing.


https://melaniechengwriter.com/
https://www.textpublishing.com.au/books/australia-day
https://www.textpublishing.com.au/books/australia-day
https://www.textpublishing.com.au/books/the-burrow
https://melaniechengwriter.com/

WRITING

DAY ONE : WRITERS TALK WRITING
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WRITeRAS TALK

Sam Elkin

Sam Elkinis a writer, community

lawyer and co-editor of Nothing to
Hide: Voices of Trans and Gender

Diverse Australia (Allen & Unwin).

Bornin England andraised on
Noongarland, Sam now lives on
unceded Wurundjeriland. Sam’s
essays have been publishedin the

WTW2/12.50 -1.50PM

Griffith Review, Australian Book
Review, Sydney Review of Books
and Kill Your Darlings. He hosts
the 3RRR radio show Queer View
Mirror and his debut book is
Detachable Penis: A Queer
Legal Saga (Upswell Publishing)
isout now.

Helping your students find their voice

Whether it be fiction or memoir
writing, helping your students find
theirvoice onthe pageis a powerful
toolto aid self-expression, literacy
and a deeperunderstanding of

the world we live in. In this Writers

Talk Writing Masterclass, we will
undertake short writing exercises,
examine texts and discuss some of
the most memorable contemporary
voicesin Australian literature.


https://samelkin.com/
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/book/Sam-Elkin,-Alex-Gallagher,-Yves-Rees-and-Bobuq-Sayed-Nothing-to-Hide-9781761066498
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/book/Sam-Elkin,-Alex-Gallagher,-Yves-Rees-and-Bobuq-Sayed-Nothing-to-Hide-9781761066498
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/book/Sam-Elkin,-Alex-Gallagher,-Yves-Rees-and-Bobuq-Sayed-Nothing-to-Hide-9781761066498
https://upswellpublishing.com/product/detachable-penis?srsltid=AfmBOooe36NC-CDVcy3qSEwL3DyawQnyO6VLdNChBewtG2mFgJaD-LVW
https://upswellpublishing.com/product/detachable-penis?srsltid=AfmBOooe36NC-CDVcy3qSEwL3DyawQnyO6VLdNChBewtG2mFgJaD-LVW
https://samelkin.com/
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WRITeRAS TALK
WRITING

Jes Layton

Jes Layton(she/he)is the Executive
Directorand co-CEO of the
Emerging Writers’ Festival. As
anauthorandillustrator, Jes has
presented at avariety of local

and national writers festivals,
conferences and events unpacking
queerness, fandom and pop culture.
She has also authored essays,
articles and comics, facilitated
student workshops and hosted
reading events contextualising and

exploring fanfiction for both fans and

those who may not be as familiar.

WTW3/2.40 - 3.40PM

More of Jes’ nonfiction, fiction and
illustrative work can be found both
online andin print with the likes

of SBS, Archer Magazine, Junkee,
Voiceworks, Kill Your Darlings, The
Big Issue, Affirm Press, Fremantle
Press, BlackInc, and Pantera Press
among others. Jes’ latest piece
‘Breathe’ can be foundin Spinning
Around; The Kylie Playlist (Fremantle
Press, 2024)and ‘Seeing Colour’
in Everything Underthe Moon:
Fairy Tales in a Queerer Light
(Affirm Press, 2024).

Aroom full of fans: Leveraging
fanfiction as a tool for the classroom

Fanfictionis among one of the
most hotly debated subjectsin
the world of literature, with just as
many readers and writers praising
itas condemningit. As polarising
asitmay be, fanfictionhasbeen,
and continues to be, the bread and
butter of some of today’s most
successfulauthors: EL James,
Cassandra Clare, Marissa Meyer,
Neil Gaiman, Dante. But what s
fanfiction exactly? And how can
fanfictionlead to more engaged,
meaningful writing tasks for
students?

In this Writers Talk Writing
Masterclass, authorand artist

Jes Laytonwill run participants
through how they can critically
engage with students using
fanfiction, encouraging thoughtful
creativity, rigorous textual analysis
and engaged criticismin the
classroom. Gaininsight into how
the things your students love can
fuel - or frustrate - inspiration, and
how this often overlooked literary
form can allow students to mastera
host of literary and critical thinking
skills, and maybe even birth an
emerging writer or two.


https://www.jeslayton.com.au/
https://www.jeslayton.com.au/



https://www.badwritersclub.com/
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WORKSHOPS

TW1.01:
Delivering a literacy block
in a secondary setting

This workshop explores how to
structure an effective literacy
blockforYear7 and 8 students
using evidence-based practice.
Groundedin Anita Archer’s
principles of Explicit Teaching and
Scarborough’s Reading Rope,
the workshop demonstrates

how to build reading fluency,
comprehension, vocabulary, and
written expression. Participants
will explore a model that dedicates
one hourtoreading and one hour
towriting, spelling, andlanguage
development. The workshop will
show how this block prepares
students for deeperengagement
in curriculum study, particularly
when analysing set textsin the
broader English program.In
addition, the journey to this point
willbe explored as well.

Tegan O’Dea and Lauren Clapperton,
Warragul Regional College

TW1.02:

Flipping the formative

Inthe English classroom the
drafting/feedback processis
anecessity, but there are other
ways to assess student progress.
This workshop will be twofold; we
will explore fun, interactive and
sometimes silly low-stakes ways to
build a classroom environment that
isunderpinned by student voice
andinteraction. Having established
abaseline of collaboration we will
thenwork through a variety of
practical formative tasks. Some
familiar, some new. Some snacks
and some mains. But all tailored

to the English classroom.

Rochelle Coyle,
Marymede Catholic College

TW1/SESSION ONE/10.25 -11.25AM

TW1.03:
Stop teaching TEEL

Many teachersuse the TEEL
structure to teach paragraph
writing, and this workshop will
explore why that approach may
not be the most effective. While
TEEL provides a basic scaffold,

it can sometimes limit students’
ability to develop complex, nuanced
arguments. In this workshop, we'll
unpack the drawbacks of relying
too heavily on formulaic structures
and consider alternative strategies
that promote deeper thinking and
more authentic writing. You'll be
introduced to flexible, purposeful
models that betterreflecthow
strong writers actually build
paragraphs. Joinus to explore
practical ways to move beyond
TEEL and strengthen students’
analytical and writing skills

Chris Mason,
StBernard’s College

TW1.04:

Advocate or disappear:
Writing characters who
fight for themselves

At the heart of every great story is
acharacter who wants something,
and fights forit. In thisfunand
interactive workshop, we'llexplore
how characteragency fuels
transformation, both onthe page
andinthereader. You'lllearn how
your protagonist’s choices, goals,
andresistance create emotional
depth and narrative momentum.
Through discussion, examples from
literature and film, and practical
writing exercises, we'llbreak down
whatitmeans foracharacterto
advocate forthemselves, and
why it matters. You'll discover how
personal stakes and meaningful
conflict shape powerful arcs, how
to craft characters who act (not
justreact), and how to make their
struggle feelurgent and resonant.
By the end, you'llhave fresh tools
to clarify a protagonist’s desires,
obstacles, and drive, so your story
doesn’tjustmove, it matters.

Donita Richards and Amanda Falson,
Bad Writers Club
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WORKSHOPS

TW1.05:

Becoming Al-proof:
Embracing our humanity
inan age of change

‘They told me | was everything.
‘Tisalie,lamnot ague-proof.’ -
King Lear. As the corporate world
embraces Alin every facet of
theirbusiness, teaching feels
unshakeable. Kids need human
teachers... don’t they? While Alis
making many elements of English
teaching easier, we must retain
our humanity. When budgets get
stretched thinnerand technology
develops at breakneck pace,
teachers will soon join other
professionsinhaving to prove
the worth of their salaries. This
workshop will get to the heart

of what teachers need to emphasise,
develop, and nurture to make

our profession Al-proof.

Courtney Langton and Leah Kemp,
Strathmore Secondary College

TW1.06:
Glimmers of opportunities
in anti-racist education

English teachers engaging with

the Victorian Curriculum 2.0 are
meant to create safe spaces
where students cantraverse a
breadth of experiences across
different cultural and historical
landscapes. Discussions around
identities, empathy, howlanguage
canempower and disempower
canleadusinto tricky terrainin our
classrooms. Choosing challenging
textsraises challengingissues.
Navigating thisis incredibly complex,
nuanced and difficult human
leadership. Anti-racistis an active
term, to be anti-racistis about
action, thus anti-racist educationis

TW1/SESSION ONE/10.25 -11.25AM

active pedagogyinthe classroom
and school. Anti-racist educationis
also care work which mustinclude
not only student wellbeing but also
teacherwellbeing. Thisis a practical,
guided workshop about how to
meet your students at their point of
need whilst balancing the context
specific needs of your schooland
the curriculum.

Preeti Maharaj,
Brinbeal Secondary College/
Victoria University

TW1.07:
Integrating digital literary
studies into English education

University-level digital literary
studies has flourished, embracing
innovative approaches to
literature in the digital age.

From exploring born-digital

texts and electronic literature to
employing computational tools
forlarge-scale textual analysis,
scholars have expandedthe
boundaries of traditional literary
studies. This workshop will explore
ways to translate these academic
innovationsinto engaging
classroom activities for secondary

school English. We will offer practical

suggestions forintegrating digital
literary study, such as analysing
multimodal texts, exploring

online reading communities, and
leveraging social media platforms
forliterary engagement. These
activities aimto bridge the gap
between students’ digital lives
and theirformal English education,
fosteringamore relevantand
engaging curriculum,

Alexander Bacalja,
The University of Melbourne

TW1.08:

Language as power:
Critical literacy for
social justice

This workshop empowers English
teachers to equip students with
criticalliteracy skills that challenge
dominant narratives and foster
socialjusticein the Australian
context. Participants will explore
how language shapes power,
identity, andideology through
media texts, literature, and
everyday discourse. Drawing on
contemporary issues and diverse
voices, participants willengage
with practical strategies to help
students deconstruct texts, create
theirown powerful responses, and
develop theirown critical lens.
This workshop positions English
classrooms as transformative
spaces where students become
active and ethical participants

in society.

Heath Armstrong,
Parade College

TW1.09:
Podcast potential

Podcasting hashad a meteoricrise
inthe last decade, anditsinfluence
can’tbeunderestimated. How
might we use podcasts to their

full potential in our classrooms?
This workshop will consider and
show teachers how to utilise
podcasts as texts, teaching tools,
and tech-savvy tasks to support
and stretch students. Whetherto
enhance literary commentaryin
the senioryears, develop voicein
the middle years, orencourage
collaborationand hone speaking
and listening skillsin the junior
years, podcasts offera multitude
of ways to foster the ‘ingenuity’

of ouryoung people.

Anna Carrig and Jacinta Walsh,
Northcote High School
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TW1.10:
Teaching readers and reading

Asteachersin secondary schools,
many of us are not ‘reading’ teachers,
yet studentsinourclassesread
every day. Researchintoreading
has uncovered effective ways of
teachingreadingin secondary
classes as well as strategies for
supporting striving readersin their
journey toimproved literacy. In this
workshop, | will share what | have
learned about reading over the last
fewyears andthings | have donein
both English and Literacy classes
to supportreaders andreading.

Catherine Malcolm,
Wellington Secondary College

TW1/SESSION ONE/10.25 -11.25AM

TWI1.11:
The latent potential of
the unassessed text

The unassessed textin Year12
Literature exists as paracurricular
material and therefore offers
aunique opportunity forthe
development of literary skills and
knowledge over the course of the
schoolyear. It provides aspace
where the teacher canfacilitate
student discursive practice,
removed from the time pressures
of formal assessment. This lends
itself to the burgeoning of rich,
student-led interpretation, whichis
then supported by the composition
of ‘quick writes’ at the end of each
workshop. Over the year ‘quick
writes’ expand student written
capacity and stamina, whichis
followed up by focused, targeted
feedback fromthe teacher.

Shamira King,
Upwey High School

TW1.12:
Theroad (betweenus)islong

Aninteractive workshop on bridging
the divide betweenrural, regional
and city schools. Aworkshop that
looks critically at the current picture
and exploresideas to ensure

that we are all closer to the same
page. In this workshop I will offer
and explore solutions to create
asynergy between schools that

has atits heart successful student
performance forallregardless of
theirlocation. To walk away with an
established advocacy group that
continues to work towards bridging
the divide for our students and us
tofeelthatlocationisnolongeran
insurmountable barrier to success.

Emma Rudge,
Bayview College
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WORKSHOPS

TW2.01:

Demanding space for
literacy in the English
classroom

As English teachers, we understand
how our curriculum is centred
around the essential skills toread,
write, speak and listen. Yet every
schoollwork withlaments the time
available to support the literacy
gaps they face. How canwe find
the spaceto teach, consolidate
and extend students’ handwriting,
spelling, syntax, punctuation, or
phonemic awareness, fluency
(reading and writing!), vocabulary
and comprehension skills?

During this workshop we will work
through a traditional Year 9 text
response unit and uncover not
only the opportunities to teach
and experiment with foundational
reading and writing skills, but

the space to prioritise literacy
development.

Hayley Harrison,
Connect Literacy

TW2.02:

The library unleashed:
How we did away with
text censorship

Maryborough Education Centre is
alargeregional P-12 and specialist
school, inatownwith significant
socioeconomic disadvantage
andlimited accesstoliterature.
Josie and Matt are the literacy
specialists who transformed MEC’s
library and classroom shelves

from agingreference sections to
dynamic, highly valued spaces...

TW2/SESSIONTWO /12.50 -1.50PM

starting with doing away with the
censorship of students’ reading
choices. Thisworkshopis arallying
cry foreducatorsready to fight for
unrestricted access to booksin
school classrooms and libraries.
Discover the tools and tactics you
need to dismantle outdated policies
and ensure students of allages
canfreely explore any and every
book onthe shelf.

Josephine Harris, Maryborough
Education Centre and Matthew
McCabe, Seymour College

TW2.03:
To discuss or direct,
that is the question

How canwe respondto the
emphasis on explicit direction
instruction while keeping student
agency, choice and voice at the
forefront of our practice? This
workshop aims to affirm the
professional choices of English
teachersinrelationto VCE Areas of
Study while challenging participants
toreflect onthe purpose of
English education. We will examine
how dialogic teaching can foster
curiosity, confidence and deeper
learning. Participants willhave an
opportunity to design and share
activities which create the space
for flexibility in approaches to
teaching and learning with the aim
of achieving an appropriate balance
between discussion and direct
instruction withinalesson.

Sarah Stone and Cindy Sullivan,
Hume Central Secondary College

TW2.04:

Beyond the margins:
Centring student voices
in the English curriculum

At atime whenstudents are
seeking stories and experiences
that speak to theirlived realities,
educators are tasked with
identifying gaps inrepresentation,
advocating for shifts, and ensuring
the texts we teach offer students a
seat atthe table, ratherthanleaving
them standing at the margins.

This workshop will explore the
English curriculum and examine
how intentional unit designand
text selection can centre student
identities, critique dominant
narratives, and create culturally
safe spaces. Through practical
examples, andreflections

from classroom contexts, this
presentation will provide a
framework for evaluating and
diversifying the way we teach English.

Jacquie Bourtzis,
Islamic Museum of Australia

TW2.05:

Brainrot to bathos:
Group poetry games

to transform student
attitudes towards writing

Students hate poetry whenit’s
treated as a puzzle to be solved as
opposedtoanarttobe enjoyed. As
anart, poetryis about the pleasures
of playing with language and sensing
someone else’s thoughts and
feelings. In thisworkshop, we will
play group poetry writing games
that canhelp you and your students
loosenup and enjoy language
forthe pure sensory musicality of
itand get even the most cynical
students writing about themselvesin
thoughtful and honest ways.

Andrew Duval,
Writelike.org
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TW2.06:

Designing responsive
English classrooms with
full participation and
retrieval practice

The heart of teachingis knowing
your students and empowering their
voice. Yetin busy classrooms, it’s
easy for quiet gapsinunderstanding
to hide behind confident smiles or
borrowed voices. This workshop will
explore how full participation and
retrieval practice can bring every
student’s thinking to the surface.
Through Years 7-12 examples, you'll
see how to build quick retrieval
moments into reading, writing

and discussion tasks and pivot
lessonsinreal time based onwhat
studentsrecall. Because the more
we understand about what students
know, the more flexibly we can
respond to what students need.

Melanie Aquilina and Simon Gitson,
Mackillop College Werribee

TW2.07:

From margin to centre:

Using memoir and short
stories to build student voice

BasedonAmra’sownworkasa
memoirist and short story writer
(The Cuckoo’s Song, Things Nobody
Knows But Me, Growing up Muslim

in Australia), this workshop explores
how personal narrative can be
scaffoldedinthe classroomto
validate students’ lived experiences.
Participants will explore writing
prompts, classroom activities,

and scaffolds that allow students

to ‘demand space’ through their
own stories.

Amra Pajalic,
St Albans Secondary College

TW2/SESSIONTWO /12.50 -1.50PM

TW2.08:

Improvisational ACs:
Moving away from the
formulaic in VCE English
Language

This hands-onworkshop will help
teachers guide their students
through an English Language
analytical commentary without
having them fall back on formulaic
paragraphs orrehearsed structures.
With a strong toolkit and sharper
instincts, students can face
whatever text comes their way,
because whenthe script goes

out the window, real analysis
begins - no template, no panic,
justinsightful andrelevant analysis.

Selina Dennis,
Coburg High School and
Natalie Gleeson, Kambrya College

TW2.09:

Mindset in motion:
Routines that shape
analytical learners

Shareinour collaborationonthe
development of students’ analytical
thinking skills. Epitomising students
as active and valued participants
inthe classroom, weillustrate
recognition for student thinking as
alegitimate output. We will share
aseries of classroomroutines that
fosterautonomy andindependence
amongst learners. We will explore
skills-based activities to extend
classroom discussions and
relationships. We will examine
formative assessment strategies
that enrich student metacognition.
By reflecting on observations of
student engagement and written
responses, we aimto inspire your
approach to student thinkingin

the classroom.

Justine Douglas, Xavier College
and Kelly Warneck, Cheltenham
Secondary College

TW2.10:

Resisting change:

The need for English teachers
to embrace theirinner luddite

Inaworld thathas become
increasingly dominated by
technology and capitalism,
educationhasnotremainedimmune.
Whom does this technology benefit?
Not our students, whose reading and
writing achievement levels have not
improved thanks to technology, and
whose wellbeing has plummeted (as
per Haidt’'s The Anxious Generation).
This workshopis acalltoarmsto
fight back and to share ideas about
how toresist screensand Alin the
English classroom and to demand
technology that servesus, not the
otherway around, reclaiming the
Luddite tradition, as outlinedin
Jathan Sadowski’'s The Mechanic
andthe Luddite.

Blair Mahoney and
Marlowe Wynne-Woodley,
Melbourne High School

TW2.11:

Restructuring the English
classroomto be more
inclusive for students
with ADHD

Oftentimesinour classes we have
one student with ADHD and we
made modifications for them. What
happens when a fifth of the class
has ADHD? What changes would

be made to the structure of the
class tomakeit truly inclusive? This
has beenmyjourney thisyearasan
experienced teacher. have had to
adjust, change and challenge myself
inorder to help my students achieve
success. | will share the strategies
lused, theresearch underpinning
it,and both my successesand

my failures.

Michelle McRae,
StJoseph’s College Geelong
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TW2.12:

Unsettling the page:
Writing as anti-colonial
learning

How might creative writing serve
as atoolforcritical self-reflexivity
in English teaching? Thisinteractive
workshop invites participants to
engage inwriting as a practice of
professional learning, exploring
how this process fosters deep
reflection and supports challenges
to the colonial legaciesin subject
English. Participants will be guided
through moments of productive
unsettlement - embracing, rather
than avoiding, the tensions

and discomforts that may arise
throughout the process. Writing
activities willincorporate identity-
based approaches, offering
teachers a space to experiment
with fiction, nonfiction, poetry,
oressay writing as they reflect
ontheirown practice.

Grace Elkins,
The University of Melbourne

TW2/SESSIONTWO /12.50 -1.50PM
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TW3.01:

‘But Miss - | saw it on TikTok!’
The crucial role of the English
teacherinreaders’ advisory

As English teachers, we want our
students toread confidently,
independently, and broadly. But how
confident are youinrecommending
‘justright’ texts? This workshop

will explore the role of the English
teacherinreaders’ advisory: How
doyou ascertain student need
andinterest? How do you model

text selection strategies? And -
importantly - how do you know which
texts torecommend? Technology,
socialmedia, and the ‘new adult’
phenomenon have all shaped your
students’ reading experiences.

This workshop will strengthen your
understanding of the current YA
landscape: bookstoread, books

to avoid, and books to promote.

Lauren Kyte,
Salesian College Sunbury

TW3.02:

Designing critical
conversations about texts:
Joint constructionin the
English classroom

How do teachers design effective
learning sequences and foster
critical conversations about texts?
Englishteachers need knowledge
aboutlanguage and need to provide
support forthe learner during the
joint construction of texts. In this
presentation we discuss how to
hand control overto students
during the joint construction
phase. We will offer aframework
to develop a metalanguage about
the language features of texts and
share pedagogical techniques
that facilitate the joint construction
process. We will work with
persuasive and narrative texts.

Claire Nailon, Nazareth College and
Kate Cash, Kardinia International
College and Anne Dalmau

TW3/SESSIONTHREE/2.40 - 3.40PM

TW3.03:

The eye of the storm:
Empowering students for
the VCE English exam

This will be a highly interactive and
informative workshop detailing ways
in which we prepare our students

for the final English exam. We will
systematically ‘unpack’ each section
and explainhow we empower our
students to aggressively attack
eachsection - looking at the key
skills each aspect of the paperis
demanding.

Simon Ross and Emily Bleeker,
Parkdale Secondary College

TW3.04:

Beyond the attic:
Al-powered journeys
through Jane Eyre

‘Conventionality is not morality.
Self-righteousnessisnotreligion...
prejudice isnotreason,’ Charlotte
Bronté declaredin herpreface to
Jane Eyre. Inthis spirit, this workshop
willreimagine Jane Eyre through
Al-enhanced pedagogy, positioning
Bronté’'s revolutionary Victorian

text alongside contemporary
technology. Teachers will gain
practicalknowledge of using Al

to create customised materials,
engaging content, differentiated
activities, and comprehensive unit
plans. The workshop explores how
innovative technology can honour
the novel’s revolutionary spirit while
transforming student engagement
with classic literature.

Julia Bonifacio,
Caulfield Grammar School

TW3.05:

English Language for
Literature teachers:
How to crack the
linguistics code

As English Language continues to
gainincreasing popularity among
VCE students and schools, many
teachers - without formal tertiary
traininginlinguistics - are being
calledupontoteachthe subject
for the first time. This workshop
explores the intersections and
divergences between mainstream
VCE English and VCE English
Language, highlighting some

of the key challengesinvolved
forteachers assimilating new
disciplinary knowledge. Aimed at
those teaching English Language for
the first time and educators new to
the subject, thisworkshop seeks to
open up discussion onhow we can
best support one another through
this often-daunting transition.

Rosa Holman,
Ruyton Girls School

TW3.06:

Ensuring a safe supportive
learning environment

for students

How can educators ensure a safe
and supportive learning environment
forstudents when studying texts
that contain mature and potentially
triggering themes? This workshop
presents an explorationinto
studying The Crucible and Jojo
Rabbit - texts with potentially
triggering themes - inmiddle

years English. We will cover how

to develop a practice whereby
fostering student agency and
independence in theirownlearning
areused to create engaged, 21st
century citizens. Inthisway, we'll see
how challenging the nature of the
language and the concepts pose

an opportunity for socio-emotional
growth and academic development.

Meg Lindsay,
St Michael’s Grammar School
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TW3.07:

How Greek is your English?
The ancient cornerstones
of literary analysis

Allegory, metaphor, analogy,

anthropomorphism, onomatoposeia...

How many of your everyday teaching
tools were first used to build and
analyse ancient stories over 2000
years ago? Englishliterature s
replete with terms and phrases that
have etymological foundations
inancient Greece, while many
contemporary stories depend on
animplicit classical architecture

of myths and heroes. In this
presentation Tomand Jo fromthe
Hellenic Museum willdemonstrate
how through understanding history,
students can develop a deep,
critical, and creative perspective
onthe methods and stories
encounteredin English, Literature
and English Language in Victoria.

Jo Clyne and Tom Harris,
Hellenic Museum

TW3/SESSIONTHREE/2.40 - 3.40PM

TW3.08:

Stretch and shape:
Teaching syntax to support
writing voice and control

This workshop explores sentence
levelinstruction as a powerful

lever forimproving student writing
fluency, cohesion, and voice.
Through hands-on strategies,
including sentence combining,
imitation and expansion, participants
willengage with mentor texts to
explore how grammar, vocabulary
and morphologicalunderstanding
canelevate both analytical and
narrative writing. Aligned with VTLM
2.0 and the Victorian Curriculum,
the workshop unpacks practical
applications for Years 7-10 that
fosterinclusive, creative classrooms.
With a focus onwriting growth,
differentiation, and language play,
participants will leave equipped

to embed sentence craftinany
unit, building confident, expressive
student writers through meaningful
syntactic choices.

Nicole Case,
Department of Education

TW3.09:

The power of truth:
Creating meaningful social
justice through literature

Literature is one of the most
powerful forces we have for creating
empathy and understanding for

one another, and especially for
marginalised groups. How to best
create classrooms and curriculum
that harness this power? This
workshop will discuss approaches
towards text selectionand
pedagogy which allow us truly to
create positive change in our society.
It will beginwith a guided exploration
rooted firstly in philosophical
theoriesregarding literature and art,
and secondlyinreflections upon
lived experience. It will then broaden
into an open discussion concerning
the question of how we can truly
create classrooms conducive
towards justice.

Vincent Chiang,
Melbourne Grammar School
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TW3.10:

‘Unruly language’:
Critical conversations
about Al

As English teachers, our discipline
histories, practices and
understandings provide us with
aunique standpoint fromwhich

to make sense of the increasing
presence of synthetic textsin
society, online, and eveninour
classrooms. Drawing, in part, on
conversations taking place within
anetwork of Victorian English
teachers grappling with these
issues, thisworkshop includes
opportunities to engage dialogically
with arange of texts to openup
spaces forcritical and creative
thinking about Al and itsimplications
forthe teaching of writing. These
texts and approaches could be
used to foster critical conversations
in staffrooms and classrooms
about what it means to write, and
resist, inthese complex times of
increasing automation.

Natalie Bellis,
St Paul’s Anglican Grammar School

TW3/SESSIONTHREE/2.40 - 3.40PM

TW3.11:

Weaving traditional and
evolving literacies for
21st century learners

In this workshop, we explore

the evolving nature of literacy in
secondary English, focusing on
integrating diverse literacies to
prepare students foracomplex
world. We will examine a unit on
decolonising the curriculum,
featuring Indigenous texts and
strategies to support EAL students.
This approach celebrates cultural
diversity, promotes understanding,
and enhances language skills.
Participants will gaininsightsinto
research-informed practices and
innovative literacy instruction
methods, equipping students to
navigate both digital and traditional
landscapes. Joinus toreimagine
literacy education and empower
students with essential skills for
successinanever-evolving world.

Jennifer Sze,
The University of Melbourne




Prepare your students for VCE and
beyond at State Library Victoria.

As students transition into VCE, it’s Whether you join us af the Library
important they have the skills they or tune in from the comfort of the
need to succeed in their final years of  classroom, your students will come
study. State Library Victoria can help. away with the know-how

to navigate VCE.
Hands-on workshops. Research

guides. Free resources. SRS L [T

The Library’s education program

is designed by teachers, for
teachers. All workshops have direct
curriculum links and encourage a
love of learning.

Visit slv.vic.gov.au/schools to find out more. VORIA CREATIVE lﬂ%;,
G

over VICTORIA STATE LIBRARY
overnment C O VICTORIA



https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/schools
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TW1.01:
Delivering a literacy block
in a secondary setting

This workshop explores how to
structure an effective literacy
blockforYear7 and 8 students
using evidence-based practice.
Grounded in Anita Archer’s
principles of Explicit Teaching
and Scarborough’s Reading
Rope, the workshop demonstrates
how to build reading fluency,
comprehension, vocabulary, and
written expression. Participants
will explore a model that dedicates
one hourtoreading and one hour
to writing, spelling, andlanguage
development. The workshop will
show how this block prepares
students for deeper engagement
in curriculum study, particularly
when analysing set textsin the
broader English program.In
addition, the journey to this

point will be explored as well.

Tegan O’Dea and Lauren Clapperton,
Warragul Regional College

TW1.02:
Flipping the formative

Inthe English classroom the
drafting/feedback processis
anecessity, but there are other
ways to assess student progress.
This workshop will be twofold; we
will explore fun, interactive and
sometimes silly low-stakes ways to
build a classroom environment that
isunderpinned by student voice and
interaction. Having established a
baseline of collaboration we will
then work through a variety of
practical formative tasks. Some
familiar, some new. Some snacks
and some mains. But all tailored to
the English classroom.

Rochelle Coyle,
Marymede Catholic College

TW1/ SESSION ONE/
10.25-11.25AM

TW1.03:
Stop teaching TEEL

Many teachers use the TEEL
structure to teach paragraph writing,
and this workshop will explore why
that approach may not be the most
effective. While TEEL provides a
basic scaffold, it can sometimes
limit students’ ability to develop
complex, nuanced arguments. In
this workshop, we’'ll unpack the
drawbacks of relying too heavily on
formulaic structures and consider
alternative strategies that promote
deeperthinking and more authentic
writing. You'll be introduced to
flexible, purposeful models that
betterreflect how strong writers
actually build paragraphs. Join us

to explore practical ways to move
beyond TEEL and strengthen
students’ analytical and writing skills

Chris Mason,
StBernard’s College
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TW2.01:

Demanding space for
literacy in the English
classroom

As English teachers, we understand
how our curriculumis centred
around the essential skills to read,
write, speak and listen. Yet every
schoollwork withlaments the time
available to support the literacy
gaps they face. How can we find
the space to teach, consolidate
and extend students’ handwriting,
spelling, syntax, punctuation, or
phonemic awareness, fluency
(reading and writing!), vocabulary
and comprehension skills?

During this workshop we will work
through a traditional Year 9 text
response unit and uncover not
only the opportunities to teach
and experiment with foundational
reading and writing skills, but

the space to prioritise literacy
development.

Hayley Harrison,
Connect Literacy

TW2.02:

The library unleashed:
How we did away with
text censorship

Maryborough Education Centre is
alargeregional P-12 and specialist
school, in a town with significant
socioeconomic disadvantage

and limited access to literature.
Josie and Matt are the literacy
specialists who transformed MEC'’s
library and classroom shelves

from aging reference sections to
dynamic, highly valued spaces...
starting with doing away with the
censorship of students’ reading
choices. Thisworkshop s arallying
cry foreducatorsready to fight for
unrestricted access to booksin
school classrooms and libraries.
Discover the tools and tactics you
need to dismantle outdated policies
and ensure students of allages can
freely explore any and every book on
the shelf.

Josephine Harris, Maryborough
Education Centre and Matthew
McCabe, Seymour College

TW2/SESSIONTWO /
12.50 - 1.50PM

TW2.03:
To discuss or direct,
thatis the question

How canwe respondto the
emphasis on explicit direction
instruction while keeping student
agency, choice andvoice at the
forefront of our practice? This
workshop aims to affirm the
professional choices of English
teachersinrelationto VCE Areas of
Study while challenging participants
toreflect onthe purpose of
English education. We will examine
how dialogic teaching can foster
curiosity, confidence and deeper
learning. Participants will have an
opportunity to design and share
activities which create the space
for flexibility in approaches to
teaching andlearning with the aim
of achieving an appropriate balance
between discussion and direct
instruction within alesson.

Sarah Stone and Cindy Sullivan,
Hume Central Secondary College
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TW3.01:

‘But Miss - | saw it on TikTok!’
The crucial role of the English
teacherinreaders’ advisory

As English teachers, we want our
students toread confidently,
independently, and broadly. But how
confident are youinrecommending
‘justright’ texts? This workshop

will explore the role of the English
teacherinreaders’ advisory:

How do you ascertain student

need and interest? How do you
model text selection strategies?
And - importantly - how do you
know which texts to recommend?
Technology, social media, and

the ‘new adult’ phenomenon have
all shaped your students’ reading
experiences. This workshop will
strengthen yourunderstanding

of the current YA landscape: books
toread, books to avoid, and books
to promote.

Lauren Kyte,
Salesian College Sunbury

TW3.02:

Designing critical
conversations about texts:
Joint constructionin the
English classroom

How do teachers design effective
learning sequences and foster
critical conversations about texts?
English teachers need knowledge
about language and need to provide
support forthe learner during the
joint construction of texts. In this
presentation we discuss how to
hand control over to students
during the joint construction
phase. We will offer a framework
to develop ametalanguage about
the language features of texts and
share pedagogical techniques
that facilitate the joint construction
process. We will work with
persuasive and narrative texts.

Claire Nailon, Nazareth College and
Kate Cash, Kardinia International
College and Anne Dalmau

TW3 /SESSION THREE /
2.40-3.40PM

TW3.03:

The eye of the storm:
Empowering students for
the VCE English exam

This willbe a highly interactive and
informative workshop detailing ways
in which we prepare our students

for the final English exam. We will
systematically ‘'unpack’ each section
and explain how we empower our
students to aggressively attack
each section - looking at the key
skills each aspect of the paperis
demanding.

Simon Ross and Emily Bleeker,
Parkdale Secondary College




FRIDAY
21 NOVEMBER




L
—
(@)
z
>
Ll
X
©)
=
-
>
<
(a)

‘ W
O

VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2025

KREYNOTSE

Tanya Notley

DrTanya Notley is Associate
Professorinthe School of
Humanities and Communication
Arts at Western Sydney University.
Sheisrecognised forher25+years
of experience working with NGOs,
government agencies, public
culturalinstitutions, universities
and the United Nations in the areas
of digital inclusion and media
literacy. Tanya hasled 10 media
literacy research projects since
2017 including collaboration with
more than 20 industry partners.
Sheleads two longitudinal national

9.00-10.00AM

surveys: one on adult media literacy
(2024) and one onyoung people’s
news literacy (2023). She also leads
anational project that examines

the role medialiteracy canplayin
addressing misinformation. Tanyais
afounding member of the Australian
Media Literacy Alliance and served
as the co-chairfrom 2020 to 2023.
She serves onthe medialiteracy
project advisory panels for several
organisationsincluding the National
Film and Sound Archive of Australia
and the Federation of Ethnic
Communities’ Councils of Australia.

Digital news literacy in the classroom:
Supporting informed and engaged young citizens

Young Australians aged 13-16 have
grown up alongside the rise of social
media platforms. Not surprisingly,
social mediais the main source of
news forteens, after friends and
family. News engagement haslong
been established as animportant
pre-cursor to civic engagement.
Young Australians who are interested
innews are more likely to leverage
technology toimprove their school
ortown, getinvolvedinsocialissues
orhelp otherpeople. However,

the Australian Government has
legislated to bananyone under16
from using popular social media
platforms anditremains unclear
whatimpact this will have onteens’
news and civic engagement. News
literacy education canincrease
young people’s engagement with

news while developing their critical,

social and technological capabilities.

Thisisimportant since most teens
are not confident that they can
identify misinformation online and
are unsure how algorithms shape
online news engagement. Although
teens are interestedinlearning
more about these topics, only one
in four say that they are receiving
annual news literacy lessonsin
schoolto help them decide who and
what to trust online. This keynote
will examine innovations in news
literacy pedagogy and consider
what we know about how effective
interventions are whenit comes

to developing and supporting
informed and engaged young
citizens.

References

Blakstone, A., Chambers, S., & Notley,
T.(2025,in press). Young people,
algorithms and news: Exploring the
relationship between algorithmic
literacy and news literacy. Journal of
Youth Studies.

Notley, T., & Dezuanni, M. (2018).
Advancing children’s news media
literacy: learning from the practices
and experiences of young
Australians. Media, Culture &
Society, 41(5), 689-707. https://doi.
org/10.1177/0163443718813470

Notley, T., Zhong, H. F., Dezuanni, M., &
Gilbert, S.(2022). Comparing children’s
andteens’ news engagement practices
and affective news experiences. Journal
of Youth Studies, 26(7), 878-893. https://
doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2022.2053667

Notley, T., Chambers, S., Zhong, H.F.,
Park, S., Lee, J. and Dezuanni, M. (2023)
News and Young Australiansin 2023: How
childrenandteens access, perceive and
are affected by news media, Research
Report, Western Sydney University.
https://apo.org.au/node/324686



https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/rnqnCBNqkvf7zQMPQszflH2scl6?domain=westernsydney.edu.au
https://apo.org.au/node/327239
https://apo.org.au/node/324686
https://apo.org.au/node/324686
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/X9ZsCGv0pAC12x0WxuQsKHB8oW0?domain=westernsydney.edu.au
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/99YwCJyBv1cqgG1pGsvtXHynY2x?domain=medialiteracy.org.au/
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/99YwCJyBv1cqgG1pGsvtXHynY2x?domain=medialiteracy.org.au/
https://doi.org/10.1177/0163443718813470
https://doi.org/10.1177/0163443718813470
https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2022.2053667
https://doi.org/10.1080/13676261.2022.2053667
https://apo.org.au/node/324686
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/rnqnCBNqkvf7zQMPQszflH2scl6?domain=westernsydney.edu.au
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What matters to you as an English teacher?

Exploring the connections between
teacheridentity, agency, wellness,
workload and sustainability.

Inteaching, who you are matters.
The personal and the professional
areintrinsically entwined. While there
are few opportunities to explore
teacheridentity in schools, research
shows that teacheridentity can
directly influence sense of purpose,
agency, growth, wellbeing and
ultimately the motivation to remain
inthe profession (Rushtonetal.,
2023; Sachs, 2005; Varadharajan &
Buchanan, 2021).

This Dialogue Seminar, the thirdina
VATE series that brings teachers and
researchers together, will examine
the notion of teacheridentity and
its link to maintaining a positive,
healthy and thriving workforce.

The following key questions will
focus the discussion: What sustains
Englishteachersand enables
long-term commitment to the
profession? What is the relationship
betweenidentity development
andteacheragency?If teacher
identity is situated, relational and
dynamic, what contextual factors
powerfully shape and shift who we

arein schools? What tensions and
paradoxes do teachers currently
confront as they make decisions
abouthowtoactandhowto be?
Doissues of workload and wellness
force teachers to compromise on
aspects central to identity? And
finally, how can we support teachers
to engage inmeaningful ‘identity
work’ so that they betterunderstand
what they do, feel and believe - and
can share this with others?

References:

Rushton, E., Rawlings Smith, E.,
Steadman, S., & Towers, E. (2023).
Understanding teacheridentity
inteachers’ professionallives: A
systematic review of the literature.
Review of Education, 11, e3417.
https://doi.org/10.1002/rev3.3417

Sachs, J.(2005). Teacher educationand
the development of professional identity:
Learningtobe ateacher. InP. Denicolo
&M. Kompf (Eds.), Connecting policy
and practice: Challenges for teaching
and learning in schools and universities
(op. 5-21). Routledge. https://doi.
0rg/10.4324/9780203012529
Varadharajan, M., & Buchanan, J. (2021).
The recruitment, support, retention and
attrition of teachersin Australia. In Career
change teachers: Bringing work and life
experience to the classroom (pp. 9-30).
Springer. https://link.springer.com/
book/10.1007/978-981-16-6038-2

CHAIR

Amanda McGraw, Federation University

Associate Professor Amanda
McGraw is a VATE Life memberand
VATE Council’s Research Officer.
Amanda uses arange of research
methods to tap into life stories
including extended conversation,
andvisual and shared analysis of
artefacts. Herresearchinterests
include afocus onteaching
reading and writingin English,

dispositionsin teaching, school/
university partnerships, and teacher
professionallearning. She has
expertise in developing communities
of practice involving practising
teacherswho use practitionerinquiry
tolearn deeply about teaching and
learning processes.


https://doi.org/10.1002/rev3.3417
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203012529
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203012529
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-16-6038-2
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-16-6038-2
https://federation.edu.au/institutes-and-schools/ieac/staff-profiles/staf-profiles/Amanda-McGraw
https://federation.edu.au/institutes-and-schools/ieac/staff-profiles/staf-profiles/Amanda-McGraw
https://federation.edu.au/institutes-and-schools/ieac/staff-profiles/staf-profiles/Amanda-McGraw
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Allie Baker, Beechworth Secondary College

Aneducator formore than 20 years,
Allie has workedin classroomsin
Australia, Japan and the United
Kingdom. She is passionate

about supporting teachers to be
invigorated and inspired and to stay
in our profession. Her approaches
make classrooms accessible for all,
particularly those with high literacy
needs and students from diverse
language backgrounds. Afterleaving

Melbourne for a ‘tree change’in
2019, Allie has led a dynamic team to
successfullyimprove the culture and
literacy outcomes at herlocal school
innorth-east Victoria. Allie continues
towork across Australiaand
overseas, offering workshops and
consultationinschools. Her work has
beenendorsed and published by
Drama Victoria, Pearson Education,
VATE, and the VCAA.

PANELLIST

Kate Blandford, Hoppers Crossing Secondary College

Kate Blandfordis an experienced
educatorandleaderwith a strong
foundationin subject English,
instructional leadership, and
curriculum development. She has
served on the VATE Council since
2023, bringinginsights fromher
workinthe Government education
sectorand herroles as Director of
English, Senior Curriculum Leader
and currently, Assistant Principal
- Curriculum. Kate has led whole-
school curriculuminitiatives,
schoolimprovement teams, and

teacherdevelopment programs,
underpinned by acommitment

to high-impact teaching and
system-wide improvement. A
long-standing contributor to VATE,
sheregularly presents on VCE
English, supports the Leadership
Network as a critical friend, and
has served on both the VCE Exam
Working Party and as convener

of the VCE Review Working Party.
Kate’s professionalinterestsinclude
equity, educational leadership, and
curriculuminnovation.
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PANELLIST

Graham Parr, Monash University

Graham Parris a Professor of
English Educationin the School of
Curriculum, Teaching and Inclusive
Education, Faculty of Education,
Monash University. He taught English,
literature and dramain secondary
schoolsin Melbourne and the US
for14years;since thenhasbeena
teachereducatorinuniversities for
over 25 years. Through this time, he
has been an active member of VATE
and AATE. Hisresearchinterests
include dialogic English teaching,
professionalidentity, praxis-based
professionallearning, and English

P1/11.35AM -12.35PM

teachereducation. He hasled
numerous praxis-based partnerships
with English teachers and
professional associations, including
the stella2.0 projectinwhich
professional writing communities of
English educatorsreflected upon
their professional practice. In 2018,
he was named a nationalresearch
leaderinliterature education by The
Australian newspaper. Currently, he
isamember of the VATE supported
research teaminvestigating the
sustainability of the English teaching
professionin Victoria.
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P2/11.35AM -12.35PM

‘Selfie yachts’, forums and social media
The political activism of young people

In arecent Sydney Morning Herald
opinion piece, ‘Activists like Greta
Thunberg care more about fame
thanfacts’, journalist Susanne Moore
savaged Greta Thunberg for what
she called her‘Insta-activism’, a
form of advocacy more interested

in publicity fame than facts, more
concerned with the phenomenon of
‘omnicause’ inwhich activists like her
flit from one disparate cause to the
next, be it ‘eco stuff, transrights and
Free Palestine’ ratherthan engagein
sustained, well researched activism.
Moore saysitisa ‘... moronic vacuum
where analysis goes to die’. The piece
provoked considerable controversy
with many correspondents
defending what they saw as the
altruism of ‘'youth activists’ like
Thunberg. As one correspondent
wrote, such activists have been
provoked into action because of the
inaction of previous generations.

One such activistis Anjali Sharma,
best known for herworkin climate
change when, asal5-year-old, she
participatedinaHigh Court action
against the then Environment
Minister Sussan Ley for the latter’s
failure to exercise duty of carein
protecting young people forthe
future effects of climate change. In
arecent The Saturday Paperarticle,

‘Young voters demand bold politics’

she cited the way young people
consideredissues thoughtfully

andvoted strategically as away

of putting pressure onthe Labor
government to take actiononissues
important to their generation.

Ina previous Age article ‘Social
media helped me find my voice.

It's ashame others won'thave

the same chance’ (18 September
2024), Sharma foregrounded
theimportance of social media

in enabling that activism, both
inincreasing herknowledge

base, and developing networks
forbothadvocacy andaction. In
that context, while recognising

the obvious dangersimplicitin the
misuse of social media, she saw the
Labor government’s proposedbans
andrestrictionsonsuch foryoung
people under16 as short sighted and
counterproductive. ‘The proposal
to banyoung people fromsocial
media amounts to a strangulation
of our political capital, of our ability
to engage meaningfully in political
processes that affect ourlives

and futures.’

This panelinvites anumber of young
people to discuss mattersrelated to
theirpolitical activism. What issues
engage them? What avenues of
advocacy do they utilise? Whatrole
has social media playedin allowing
themto ‘find their voice’? And how
might we, as educators, respond to
young people’s activism?

CHAIR

Terry Hayes, VATE Council and Life member


https://www.smh.com.au/world/middle-east/activists-like-greta-thunberg-care-more-about-fame-than-facts-20250610-p5m674.html
https://www.smh.com.au/world/middle-east/activists-like-greta-thunberg-care-more-about-fame-than-facts-20250610-p5m674.html
https://www.smh.com.au/world/middle-east/activists-like-greta-thunberg-care-more-about-fame-than-facts-20250610-p5m674.html
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/comment/topic/2025/05/31/young-voters-demand-bold-politics
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/federal/social-media-helped-me-find-my-voice-it-s-a-shame-others-won-t-have-the-same-chance-20240917-p5kb72.html
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/federal/social-media-helped-me-find-my-voice-it-s-a-shame-others-won-t-have-the-same-chance-20240917-p5kb72.html
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/federal/social-media-helped-me-find-my-voice-it-s-a-shame-others-won-t-have-the-same-chance-20240917-p5kb72.html
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/federal/social-media-helped-me-find-my-voice-it-s-a-shame-others-won-t-have-the-same-chance-20240917-p5kb72.html
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Alix Livingstone, Founding Director of Defend the Wild

Alix Livingstone is the Founding
Director of Defend the Wild. She is
motivated by a desire to address
the complex challenges confronting
Australian wildlife. Alixis highly skilled
in crafting high-impact public
awareness campaigns aimed at
reshaping public perceptions and
driving positive change. She actively
participatesinlobbying efforts
targeting Government and peak
industry bodies to advocate for
legislative and policy reforms that
prioritise the welfare of communities,
wildlife, and the environment.

Alix spearheaded the development
of Defend the Wild’s Dingo
campaign, which was featured on
ABC’s7.30 program, shedding light
on the government-sanctioned
treatment of Dingoes across
Victoria. Additionally, she played
apivotalroleinlaunching the
#DropCroc campaign, featured on
Channel10’s The Project, unveiling
the practice of factory farming
Saltwater Crocodiles underthe
guise of conservation.

PANELLIST
Jules Arpula

Jules Arpulais a VCE student at

Mt Alexander College and amember
of Socialist Alternative. Inthe past
couple of years, Jules has picketed
in support of striking Woolworths
workers and boycotted the Land
Forces Expo. She has campaigned
forVictorian Socialists at local and
national elections and was one of

the organisers for Students Strike
forPalestine. Jules believes that
political action should be informed
by a concrete analysis of the world
and atheory of how to change it. She
says politics determines strategy so
political clarity is vital when fighting
in certain campaigns and fora
socialist world.


https://www.defendthewild.org/
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A place at the table: Literature and
representation in the English classroom

‘Aplace at the table’ismore thana

metaphor forinclusion:it's a call for
advocacy, equity, and action. It’'s not

just about being presentintheroom;

it's about having a voice that shapes
the conversation. For students, it
means seeing themselvesreflected
inthe stories they read, being invited
to share their own narratives, and
beingempoweredto speakup

and push back against systems

that silence orexclude. For
educators, it’'s areminder that
inclusion doesn’t happen by
accident - itrequires intentional
choices, courageous conversations,
and a deep commitment to building
classrooms where every student
feels seen, heard, and valued.

In this dynamic panel discussion,
two authors willreflect on theirown
journeysto claim a seat at the table -
through storytelling, resilience, and
the power of voice. They’ll share
how literature can act as both mirror
and catalyst, sparking empathy,
fosteringinclusion, and inspiring
critical thinking, and give educators
practicalideas forhow toinclude
diverse texts on their booklists

and celebrate representationin
meaningful ways. With afocus on
identity, voice, and representation,
this conversation will challenge and
inspire educators to think deeply
about the stories they teach and
the voices they centre.

CHAIR
Karys McEwen

Karys McEwenis a schoollibrarian,
children’s author, bookseller, vice
president of the Victorian branch

of the Children’s Book Council of
Australia, and education advisor for
the Melbourne Writers Festival. She
is passionate about the role libraries
and books can playin the wellbeing
of young people, and sheis currently
writing a Substack newsletter for

educators and parents called
IRead A Lot. Her debut middle
grade novel, All the Little Tricky
Things, was published by Text
Publishingin2022, and hersecond
middle grade novel, The Paperbark
Tree Committee, was publishedin
April,2025. Sheis the host of
VATE’s podcast, YA Book Stack.


https://www.karysmcewen.com/
https://www.vate.org.au/ya-book-stack
https://www.karysmcewen.com/
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PANELLIST
Ange Crawford

Ange Crawford (she/her)is a

gqueer, autistic writer, editorand
PhD candidate living onunceded
Wurundjeriland. Her debut
contemporary young adult

novel, How to Be Normal, won the
inaugural Walker Books Manuscript
Prize, and was released in March
2025. How to Be Normal explores
themesincluding coercive control,
coming of age, and finding yourself,
through the perspective of formerly
home-schooled, musically-inclined
(and somewhat awkward) Astrid.
Ange alsorecently contributed an

P3/11.35AM -12.35PM

experimental essay to Someone Like
Me: An Anthology of Non-fiction by
Autistic Writers (UQP). Inher doctoral
research at RMIT, sheis exploring
gestural writing and porous
authorship as ways of creating
asense of ambiancein creative
writing. She also has a background
inthe publishingindustry. Currently,
sheis the managing editor of
Books+Publishing, the Australian
book trade publication, and sheis
involvedin the Australian Publishers
Association’s working group for
diversity andinclusion.

PANELLIST
Michael Earp

Michael Earpis a non-binary
writerand booksellerlivingin
Naarm. They are editor of, and
contributor to Everything Under
the Moon: Fairy tales ina queerer
light, Kindred: 12 Queer #Love OzYA
Stories, Out-Side: Queer Words
and Art from Regional Victoria and
co-edited Avast! Pirate Stories
From Transgender Authors with
Alison Evans. Theirwriting has

also appearedinArcher, The Age,
PopMatters, The Victorian Writer,
Aurealis as well as the anthologies
Borderlands: Riding the Slipstream
and Underdog: #LoveOzYA Short
Stories. For overtwenty years they
have worked between bookselling
and publishing as a children’s and

young adult specialist. Theirrole
managing The Little Bookroom, the
world’s oldest children’s bookstore
saw themnamed ABA Bookseller
of the year. Apassionate advocate
for LGBTQIA+ literature foryoung
people, they established the
#AusQueerYA Tumblrto catalogue
all Australian young adult fiction
containing queer contentand
characters. Representation of all
peopleintheliterature available
toreaders of allagesis the ethos
that motivates their entire career.
They have a Mastersin Children’s
Literature and a Teaching degree
and previously served as committee
chair for the #LoveOzYA campaign.
Teais the source of all their power.



https://angecrawford.com/
https://michaelearp.net/
https://www.littlebookroom.com.au/
https://auslgbtqya.tumblr.com/
https://loveozya.com.au/
https://angecrawford.com/
https://michaelearp.net/

Tencher. Afbior. (losrsorn

YA Book Stack is an in-conversation podcast series highlighting
new and diverse voices and texts for students in the middle years.

Hosted by Karys McEwen

“~» -
VIAITIE

@ Listen on Listen on
@ Apple Podcasts Spotify Podcasts

e



https://www.vate.org.au/ya-book-stack
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FW1.01:

Beyond the text:
Skills-focused English
teaching for sustainable
practice

Planning learning for discrete literacy
skills rather than text-specific
content cantransformboth teacher
workload and student outcomes.
This workshop demonstrates how
skills-based planning, successfully
implemented in VCE English
Language, createsreusable lesson
frameworks that reduce preparation
time while building transferable
reading and writing skills in students.
Drawing from practical classroom
experience, we’'ll showcase

how teaching analytical reading
strategies, writing fundamentals,
and language analysis skills -
independent of specific texts or
outcomes - enables students to
confidently approach andrespond
to any material. Participants will
explore ready-to-implement
planning templates and formative
assessment tools that emphasise
skill development over ‘teaching
the text’. Learn how this approach
canbeimplementedinthe F-10
curriculum, and also inthe VCE
Englishes, to ensure that students
are systematically prepared for the
VCE exams and beyond (while also
minimising your planning workload).

Bianca Prendergast
and Dani Cantor,
Balwyn High School

FW1/SESSION ONE/10.10 - 11.10AM

FW1.02:

Critical digital authorship:
Ethics, identity and the
English teacher CIEESD

VATE 2025 challenges us to ‘shift
language into action.’ But what
happens when our students - and
we ourselves - write with machines?
This workshop brings together
insights from sociocultural research,
digitalliteracy, and teacher practice
to unpack the ethical tensions of

authorship, identity, and automation.

Leon Furze,
Furze Smith Consulting

FW1.03:

The missing link: Phonics as
a foundation for secondary
students CEESEID

Many secondary students continue
to struggle with reading due to gaps
in foundational decoding skills -
but too often, phonicsinstruction
isviewed as the domain of early
years. Thisworkshop challenges
that misconceptionand explores
how explicit, systematic phonics
instruction can and should play
avitalrolein secondary literacy
programs. We’ll explore real-world
examples of how our schoolis
implementing phonicsin Years
7-8including: how to identify
students who need support, select
appropriate diagnostic tools, and
embed targetedinstructioninto
existing programs. We'll also discuss
practical and age-appropriate
strategies forembedding phonics
into the secondary classroom
-whether through small-group
intervention, whole-classroutines,
or cross-curricularreinforcement.

Willisa Osburn and
Melissa Ramos Amaya,
Kambrya College

FW1.04:
Connectingidentity to
voiceinan EAL classroom

How often do you find EAL students
regurgitating amemorised piece
of writinginan assessment? Are

you tired of your encouragement
forauthentic writing returning to
youemptyinanEAL classroom?

Or, areyou at your wits’ end trying
to convince students toleverage
ontheirinvaluable culturallens
tovalidate and articulate their
worldviews? This workshop provides
atoolkit for senior school EAL
teachers to empower students

to discover theirownidentity and
cultural heritage for authentic
student voice in creative writing.
Examining the opportunities aligned
tothe 2024 English/EAL Study
Design, this marries the academic
purpose to a practical life skill of
authentic self-expression.

Rhoda Fu,
Carey Baptist Grammar School

FW1.05:

Diverse text selection
practices and LGBTQIA+
representation

This workshop advocates for text
selection practices inschools
torecognise the link between
affirming LGBTQIA+ representation
and student wellbeing to unsettle
the trend for cis heteronormative
narratives to dominant our
curriculum. | draw upon areport
submitted as my Mastersresearch
thesis (2025) that analysed the
190 texts featured across 25 years
of state-prescribed text lists
(2001-2025) designed for Unit 3
and 4 Literature in the Victorian
Certificate of Education.

Jared Prentis,
Kolbe Catholic College
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FW1.06:

Feminist pedagogies for
implementing Respectful
Relationships Education
in English

This workshop provides a curriculum
planning framework for teachers

to feel equipped toimplement

the whole-school approachto
Respectful Relationships Education
through the English classroom.
Drawing on feminist pedagogies
and critical literacies, the framework
embraces ‘affective intensities’
-where students have a strong
response thatignites theirlearning.
The workshop focuses on 3 texts
(We Have Always Lived in the Castle
-Year12, The Simple Gift - Year 9,
Floraand Ulysses: The llluminated
Adventure - Year 7) to model how
thisimportant work can happen
across year levels. Participants
willleave the workshop feeling
confidenttoincorporate elements
of RREinto classes.

Elizabeth Little,
Deakin University

FW1.07:
Filmin the English classroom:
Tools for confident teaching

Teaching filmin Englishrequires a
distinctlens, one attuned to the
specifics of filmlanguage as well as
narrative and theme. This workshop
offersamodelforapproaching

film as text, focusing on how key
technigues - mise-en-scene,
cinematography, sound, and editing
-work together to create meaning.
Through close analysis of selected
scenes, participants explore ways to
guide studentresponses, sharpen
interpretative skills, and deepen
classroom discussion. Designed
forteacherslooking foramore
purposeful way to teach film, the
workshop provides adaptable
strategies that build confidence
and ensure film study isin-depth
andrewarding.

Susan Bye, ACMI

FW1/SESSION ONE/10.10 - 11.10AM

FW1.08:

Knock-down, rebuild

and building from scratch:
Working to develop
English faculties

In this era of change for the ways
that Englishis read, understood and
written, there are challenges for
leaders of English faculties working
to make the subject relevant and
vibrant for communities with awide
multiculturalbase. One of those
challengesis to develop curriculum
that canbe taught by teachers from
awiderange of skillsets, experience
and educational backgrounds.
Anne and Mark will discuss the ways
that scaffolds and faculty wide
initiatives have helped delivera
bespoke solutionto the question

of how to build an English faculty
that balances pragmatic solutions
to contemporary problems with
preserving the beauty of the subject.

Mark O’Sullivan,
Nazareth College and Anne Schmidt,
Clyde Secondary College

FW1.09:
Refocusing the reading lens

Against abackdrop of declining
interestinreading for pleasure and
engagementin school set texts,
this workshop outlines a universal
approachtoreadingthat canbe
developedinYears 9to12toimprove
analytical skills. The ability to utilise
auniversallenstoread all texts
and to mirror that approach when
unpacking essay topics generates
authentic reader engagement
rather thanrelying on pre-written
responses. Attendees will be
given the opportunity to apply the
universal framework to theirown
texts of study. The purposeis to
teach students how and why to
read the what of all texts.

Rick Mason,
Camberwell Grammar School

FW1.10:

Regulation, routines and
rigour: Enhancing agency
in the English classroom

Ourworkshop explores the building
blocks for genuine student agency
and voiceinthe English classroom
by starting with the benefits of
self-regulated teachers and
students. To build on this, we will
explore tried and tested thinking
routines that equip teachers with
knowledge to bereceptive to the
learnersintheir classroom, and

the waysin which thisleads to
enhanced agency for ouryoung
people. Participants will explore
and trial thinking routines and feel
empoweredtoimplement these
intheirown English classrooms.

Kathleen Whitechurch
and Rhiannon Ward,
Luther College

FW1.11:

The world of fictionin

short stories: From Stephen
King to Shirley Jackson

From StephenKing to Shirley
Jackson: The World of Fictionin
Short Storiesis Year 10 Elective
delivered at Lauriston Girls School.
The course uses short stories to
develop student agency by nurturing
competenceinliterary analysis skills,
preparing them for the exploration
of prose fictionliterary texts in VCE
English, VCE Literature, and IB. The
workshop will provide participants
with an overview of the aims,

the approach, the texts, and the
materials. It will outline the elective’s
focusonliterary elements, the
writing of ghost stories, and the text
analysis of StephenKing’s Children
of the Corn.

Julian Lee-Holman,
Lauriston Girls School
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WORKSHOPS

FW1.12:

Voices of Country at NGV:
Enriching VCE Literature
through First Nations art

Explore how First Nations artworks
inthe NGV Collection can deepen
students’ engagement with VCE
Literature Unit 2: Voices of Country.
Discover how visual storytelling
canilluminate key themes such

as connectionto Country,
culturalidentity, and the impact

of colonisation. Gain practical
strategies to supportrich, contextual
analysis of texts and help students
consider the enduring power of
First Nations voices through both
artandliterature.

Jenny Isaac,
National Gallery of Victoria

FW1/SESSION ONE/10.10 - 11.10AM




N
=
Lo
%
Q
©)
T
7
N~
@
o
=
©)
=
'—
<
(o]

| &

VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2025

WORKSHOPS

FW2.01:
Assessing the text
response essay

This workshop is a space to discuss
and challenge assessment practices
of the traditional text response
essay. With a particular focus on
VCE assessment, | will share ways

of designing and marking student
essays (and invite you to share yours).
Thisis about moving beyond (maybe
even abolishing?) TEEL, thisis about
designing rubrics that prioritise
critical thinking and brainstorming,
thisis about easing our marking
workloads and designing curriculum
that helps students help themselves,
thisis about you being exposed

to some new ways of thinking and
doing so that you can decide what
works best foryou.

Emily Frawley,
The University of Melbourne

FW2.02:
Building consistent VCE
English assessing

This very practical and collaborative
workshopis aimed at both current
and prospective VCE Year12and Tl
Englishteachers. It aims to assist,
clarify andreassure participants
about productive and supportive
approachestointernal VCE
English assessing of SACs and
internal exams, seeking to clarify
and highlight the key facets of
VCE English assessing across

all Areas of Study. It recognises
theimportance of establishing
assessing benchmarks and the
key professional learning which

FW2/SESSIONTWO /12.45 -1.45PM

emanates from such considerations.
Itrecognises the challenge in many
schoolsto ensure a consistent
approach to both SAC and trial
exam assessing. It will strategically
outline the core principles of such
assessing, offer strategies for
ensuring calm and collaborative
benchmarking and outline
team-building approaches. It will
draw from experiencein assisting
VCE teamsinschoolstoassessin
ashared and consistent manner.

Ross Huggard

FW2.03:

Syntaxisn’t scary:
Teaching beyond the
right way to write

This workshop takes a descriptivist
approach to teaching syntax,
encouraging students (especially
inmiddle years) to experiment with
grammar and construct unique
voices that mirroridentities, rather
than mimic whatis ‘correct’. Vic
Curric 2.0 Years 9/10 involves
discussions of, and experimentation
with, differing sentence types/
structure and how these contribute
to the creation of voice. Teachers will
leave this workshop with practical
ways to teachidentification of
voicesinwriting, and have students
experimentin creating their own.
This will prepare them for greater
successinunits like creating texts
and argument analysis.

Mary McCarthy,
Werribee Secondary College

FW2.04:

Back to the drawing board:
A case study of how one
schoolis managing the
English teacher shortage

In this workshop we willunpack and
share the strategies that our school
has developedin the wake of an
unprecedented shortage of English
teachers. By utilising the resources
we DO have, drawing on outside
support (Hayley Harrison from
Connect Literacy) and thinking well
and truly outside of the box, we have
been able to maintain a functioning
and (dare | say) thriving English
faculty. Knowing that there are many
otherschools (especially inregional
areas) facing similar changes, we
wish to share ourresources and
learnings from this challenging year.

Jane Nankivell,
Monivae College

FW2.05:

Creating space for
students to explore
identity through text

How canwe, as English Language
teachers, create spaces for our
students to meaningfully engage
with texts that both mirrorandrefiect
elements of their own authentic
identities? Thisinteractive workshop
willexplore arange of strategies

to allow students to analyse short
examples drawn from contemporary
Australian creators to consider the
ways thatindividuals use language
toreflect and showcase specific
elements of theiridentity. We will
also consider the ways that teachers
cansupport students to make

the most strategic metalanguage
choices whenthey are analysing
examples of contemporary
Australianlanguage in an analytical
commentary or essay.

Stephanie Schepton,
St Michael’s Grammar School
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FW2.06:

From data to dignity:
High-impact literacy
for every learner

In this workshop, we will explore how
structured, data-informed literacy
supports canimprove outcomes
forsecondary students while
maintaining their dignity aslearners.
Discoverhow explicitinstruction
inphonics, vocabulary, and
comprehension canbe embedded
meaningfully within a secondary
classroom and aligned with the

7-10 Victorian Curriculum. Using
scaffoldedroutines, diagnostic
tools, and high-impact teaching
strategies, this approach enables
studentsto accesstargeted support
while engaging deeply with texts and
tasks. Rather than treating literacy as
aseparateintervention, it becomes
apurposeful,integrated practice,
one thatisrigorous, respectful,
andinclusive for alllearners.

Teagan Spence,
Hampton Park Secondary College

FW2.07:

In defence of the novel:
The importance of
sustainedreadingin

an age of distraction

There is worldwide concern about
falling literacy rates amongst
teenagers, with many decrying their
belief inthe end of reading, blaming
young people’saddictionto
screens. Alongside this, fewernovels
are being studiedin the English
classroom, despiteresearch’s
finding of the ‘fiction effect’; that
deep reading of fiction positively

FW2/SESSIONTWO /12.45 -1.45PM

correlates with concentration skills,
critical thinking and academic
success. While noting the role of
digital citizenship, this workshop
willexamine the vitalimportance of
Englishteachers at the frontlinein
the war against digital distraction,
arming participants with an
understanding of recentresearch on
reading and practical solutions for
the classroom.

Kate Rees,
Plenty Valley Christian College

FW2.08:

Love letter to Country:
Embedding connection
through writing

This workshop invites English
educators to explore powerful
ways of embedding First Nations
perspectivesinto writing programs.
Through animmersive sequence
inspired by DRMNGNOW'’s ‘Get
Backtothe Land’ and Professor
Mick Dodson’s concept of Country,
participants will experience
embodiedlearning activities, rich
visual prompts, and scaffolded
writing tasks that culminateina
personal ‘Love Letterto Country’.
This hands-on workshop empowers
students to connect with place,
identity, and language, while
deepeningrespect for Country as
both concept and lived experience.
Leave with practical tools to enrich
your classroom with culturally
responsive, emotionally resonant
writing experiences.

Jane Carter,
Cranbourne Secondary College

FW2.09:
Mutual feedback
model for writing

This workshop empowers educators
to transform feedbackinto a mutual
process which strengthens students
ownership of theirwriting. Primarily
targetedtowards new teachers,

this workshop willwork through real
classroom strategies toreduce the
feedback burn out experiences by
teachers and encourage themto
shift the scale in favour of a healthy
collaborative relationship through
peer feedback workshops, teacher
checklists, student stamp checklists,
and student reflections on models
and the value of conferencing over
copious annotations. This approach
dismantles the passive mindset that
teachers are the sole source

of feedback where writing becomes
a dialogue, notamonologue.

s

Ashleigh Cavalin,
Haileybury

FW2.10:

Power of play:

Strategies for interactivity,
experimentation and joy

Platorecognised the power of

play andis attributed as saying,

‘you can discover more about a
personinanhourof play thanina
year of conversation’. Informed

by the work of Harvard University’s
project, ‘The Pedagogy of Play’,

we will explore arange of practical
strategies for bringing interactivity,
experimentation, and (most
importantly) joy to the English
classroom. During a time when
technology permeates every aspect
of young peoples’lives, itismore
important than ever that we carve
out space to communicate, navigate
conflict, solve problems and
express feelings andideas through
experiential learning. Come play
withus!

Kylie Price
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WORKSHOPS

FW2.11:
Readingrebels:
The power of banned books

This workshop shares our
experiences using banned books
toincrease reading engagement
and sparkrich, critical discussion -
especially withreluctant readers.

It willgo beyondreflectiontoinclude
practical classroom activities,
resources, and strategies forusing
banned books effectively. Together,
we’ll examine who has the power to
banbooksinthe 21st century, the
importance of diverse voicesin
literature, and how these texts can
challenge andreshape student
thinking. Intoday’s global and
cultural climate, English teachers
must be bold - leading students
through thoughtful, courageous
conversations about censorship,
inclusion, and the lastingimpact of
the stories we choose to teach.

NaomiWeiler and Tegan Kearney,
Casey Grammar School

FW2/SESSIONTWO /12.45 -1.45PM

FW2.12:

Reclaiming the page:
Teaching for voice,
power and joy

Inanera of scriptedlessons,
over-assessmentand narrowing
curriculum, how do we keep the
English classroom a place of critical
thinking, intellectual freedom and
joy? How canwe position ourselves -
and our students - as voices of
resistance against the normalisation
of educational conformity?

Shemalah Anthony,
StMary’s Coptic Orthodox

FW2.13:

Speaking with robots:
Reasserting the purpose
of writing in the age of Al

This workshop will explore the
purpose of writing and its placein
ourlives. We will examine the threat
and potential of large language
model Al software andreflect on
why writers write. Participants
willbe provided with practical
strategies and resources to
engage students with the writing
process as a generative, playful and
reflective experience that fosters
communication, connectionand
expression of the creative self.

Nyree Wilson,
Dandenong High School




M
=
L
2
o
O
T
2
X
[ad
o
=
)
=
-
>
<
o

‘ (6]
N

VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2025

WORKSHOPS

FW3.01:
Activating critical
thinking CISZED

There has neverbeenamore
important time to recommit to
critical thinking skills. As noted
inthe 2025 Global Risks Report,
disinformation and misinformation
are now regarded as the greatest
threat to humanity and responding
to the world’s myriad crises will
require more than ‘known knowledge’,
suchas Al presents. Thus, the
imperative for genuinely creative
andunchartered, human thinkingis
neededto fillthese gaps. Toresist
theserisks, targeted education
remains one of our best lines of
defence, aslong as we prioritise
teaching students the value and
the art of critical, systemic and
creative thinking. In this workshop,
we will provide replicable strategies
and text-based work to amplify
critical thinking in your classroom.

David Pargetter and Catherine King,
Kingswood College and

Katrina Renard,

Carey Baptist Grammar School

FW3.02:

Fighting dystopian data:
Infrastructure to support
English teachersin the
NAPLAN age

Why is Englishseenasaless ‘data
driven’ discipline inmany schools?

In an educational climate where
standardised testing datais king,
how can we empower ourselves

as English teachers to resist

the datafication of the English
curriculum? This workshop will
unpack a case study from our school
inregional Victoria before opening
the floorto a ‘data driven’ discussion

FW3/SESSIONTHREE /2.35 - 3.35PM

around what artefacts English
teachers already use in their practice.
Thus offering practicable strategies
to formalise this great wealth of
informationto fight back againsta
system that tries to tell the story of
the English classroominones and
zeros.

BriHassett and Jake Watson,
Catholic College Sale

FW3.03:

Practical strategies to
embed First Nations literature
inYears7 -10

This workshop equips Years 7-10
teacherswith practical strategies

to embed First Nations literature
through the Victorian Curriculum
F-10. This workshop aims to tackle
the practical constraints of school
timetables by offering modular units
that can beintegratedinto English
schedules without overloading
staff. Participants will receive a clear
scope-and-sequence, mapped

to curriculum content descriptions
and supported by VCAA’s Koorie
Cross-Curriculum Protocols to
ensure respectful, community-
engaged practice. Text choices

and teachingresources foster
inquiry into First Nations languages,
storytelling, colonisation, and
cultural knowledge. Practical
implementation tools are PLC-ready,
enabling sustainable integration
within semester planning and
timetables - ensuring culturally
responsive pedagogy aligned with
curriculum standards and protocols.

Maya Mulhall,
Blackburn High School

FW3.04:
A helpful guide to teaching
narrative texts

The workshop will be aninteractive
workshop that provides a guide to
teaching narrative texts and how to
build a strong unit on text analysis.

| willuse a clear process that
includes the use of alotus diagram.
Using the lotus diagram as a starting
point allows analysis of texts to be
boundless and opens texts up to
discussion of ideas. This breaks
away fromjust comprehension

of texts and helps students delve
deeperinto analysis and broader
understanding of ideas explored
by the author. The process canhelp
students of all abilities access texts
foranalysis and essay writing.

Susan McCormack,
Billanook College

FW3.05:
Blueprints for reflective
writing in the classroom

This workshop will provide practical
strategies to guide students

in crafting authentic reflective
essays that are both symbolically
richand conceptually grounded.
Throughtwo scaffolded strategies,
participants will learn how to support
studentsin creatively harnessing
figurative imagery torepresent
conflictand develop a central
contention. By drawing onarange
of student samples, teachers

will leave with adaptable tools to
fosteraform of essay writing that
articulates affective complexity and
the contours of lived experience.

Timothy Hines,
Oakleigh Grammar
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FW3.06:
Bring stories to life
with Adobe Express

Recently hailed by an English teacher
as the ultimate multi-modal text tool,
Adobe Expressis revolutionising the
way we teach and engage students.
This browserand app-based
platform offers premium access
free forallK-12 schools, makingitan
invaluable resource foreducators.
Adobe Expressisincredibly user-
friendly yet powerful, perfect

for creating digital stories, slide
presentations, posters, videos,
animations, and much more. In

this workshop, Tim Kitchen from
Adobe will guide you through the
various features of Adobe Express,
demonstrating how to captivate
andinspire your students.

By the end of the workshop,

each participant willhave

the opportunity to earn the
internationally recognised

Adobe Creative Educator (ACE)
micro-credential, enhancing

your teaching toolkit and
professional development.

Tim Kitchen,
Adobe Express

FW3/SESSIONTHREE /2.35 - 3.35PM

FW3.07:

Crafting texts:
Transitions from
Year10 to VCE

This workshop willlook at how to
evolve your Year 10 curriculum with
afocus on crafting texts to build the
skills necessary for VCE English. The
workshop willlook at strategies for
building foundational skills to help
students feelready, confident and
creative. Participants will explore
practical strategies onhow to
choose appropriate mentor texts
and how to develop curriculum
based onthe needs of the students
with afocus on context, audience,
purpose and voice. The workshop
willdemonstrate how to provide
opportunities within the classroom
for students to explore their own
experiences and what they value

in a creative manner, aswell as
providing authentic student choice
inassessment.

Nurdan Tabak and Kayla Pulice,
Hume Central Secondary College

FW3.09:

Cultivating the skills
and ‘habit of mind’
for literary analysis

Strategies to develop the habits

of mind that underpin literary

close analysis and help students
assemble the beast thatis oftena
new, unwieldy, and amorphous skill.
Creative approaches, combined
with analytical strategies to support
studentsin finding personally
meaningful readings, depth and
precision of interpretations, and
the ability to express these fluently.
Approaches to sequencing the
teaching of close analysis skills
over Units 1-4 and discussion of
challenges and potential ways

to address them. This workshop
will suit those new to teaching

VCE Literature, as wellas more
experienced teachers wanting

to consider and discuss different
approaches.

Joanne Foley and Louise Bossio,
Northcote High School

FW3.08:
Creating elective subjects
that engender change

Alexand Tom are English and History
teachers who have been working

to fight the creep of disinformation
outside of the standard curriculum.
This workshop will explore two
elective subjects they created and
step through the strategies they
employedto help engage students’
critical thinking. ‘Reporting On

Your World” introduces students

to the everyday practicalities of
running a newsroom, and explores
the complexity that comes from
reporting on current events. ‘Taking
Political Action’is an elective that
focuses onforging the students’
individual political beliefs and
values, and how to implement
thoseideasintherealworld.

Tom Stammers and Alex Pitcher,
Tintern Grammar
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FW3.10:

‘Difficult’ texts:

What are they and how
might we teach them?

Stories animate the plot of humanity,
anditis through stories and sharing
them that we make sense of the
world andits multiplicities. Stories
invite our humanity tocome

into concert with that of others,
andinthisinteraction, to pose
questions of whatitis to live amidst
cataclysmic change, vulnerability,
despairand grief, counterpointed
by appreciation of beauty, hope
and the sublime. English teaching
professionals unavoidably
encounter difficult knowledge texts
as part of theirwork. Furthermore,
they must anticipate and account
fortherange of textual content that
students may find confrontingin
some way. With a practical focus,
this workshop willinvite participants
toengageinliterary analysis that
frames textsinanappropriate

and supported way, enabling
choice and agency for teachers
and their students. Teachers will
gain ablueprint for pedagogy and
protocols that are co-designed and
iterative. Attendees will be invited
to contribute to the presenter’s
ongoing doctoralresearchinto
approaches to difficult knowledge
textsinthe English classroom.

Vana Watkins,
Geelong Grammar School

FW3/SESSIONTHREE /2.35 - 3.35PM

FW3.11:

Making space for more voices:
Text selection and
representation

The stories we consume shape

how we see the world and whose
voices we learnto value. As English
and Literature teachers, we are

the gatekeepers of the voices

our students encounter. Each

text we choose amplifies some
perspectives while silencing others.
Ourresearch examines which voices
are present and which are missingin
the VCAA Literature text list. In this
workshop, we willintroduce
adatabase we've developed:

a quick-reference toolto help
educators compare texts and

make informed, inclusive curriculum
choices. Indoing so, we move
beyond the single story and toward
aliterary landscape as complexand
diverse as our students themselves.

Michelle Maglitto, Fintona Girls’
School and Hugh Gundlach,
The University of Melbourne

FW3.12:

Writing the self,
thinking the world:
Teaching auto-theory

This workshop explores the bold
potential of auto-theory - a hybrid
genre of personal narrative and
critical reflection - as anapproach to
creative writing in Year 10 English. The
unitis a bridge to Crafting/Creating
Texts in VCE, empowering students
to explore diverse perspectives and
recognise storytelling as a catalyst
forsocietal change; importantly,
itencouragesthemto challenge
literary boundaries. By reframing
writing as a site of philosophical and
personal exploration learners are
pushedinto spaces of resistance,
advocacy, autonomy and creativity.
Participants of this workshop will
explore what auto-theoryisand
why it matters; engagein a creative
reflection activity; receive examples
of student work, task designand
how to find voice.

Hannah Watts,
Woodleigh School
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FRIDAY LIVeSTRAesAM
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FW1.01:

Beyond the text:
Skills-focused English
teaching for sustainable
practice

Planning learning for discrete literacy
skills rather than text-specific
content can transform both teacher
workload and student outcomes.
This workshop demonstrates how
skills-based planning, successfully
implemented in VCE English
Language, createsreusable lesson
frameworks that reduce preparation
time while building transferable
reading and writing skills in students.
Drawing from practical classroom
experience, we'll showcase

how teaching analytical reading
strategies, writing fundamentals,
and language analysis skills -
independent of specific texts or
outcomes - enables students to
confidently approach andrespond
to any material. Participants will
explore ready-to-implement
planning templates and formative
assessment tools that emphasise
skill development over ‘teaching
the text’. Learn how this approach
canbeimplementedinthe F-10
curriculum, and also inthe VCE
Englishes, to ensure that students
are systematically prepared for the
VCE exams and beyond (while also
minimising your planning workload).

Bianca Prendergast
and Dani Cantor,
Balwyn High School

FW1.02:

Critical digital authorship:
Ethics, identity and the English
teacher CIEEND

VATE 2025 challenges us to ‘shift
language into action.’ But what
happens when our students - and
we ourselves - write with machines?
This workshop brings together
insights from sociocultural research,
digital literacy, and teacher practice
tounpack the ethical tensions of
authorship, identity, and automation.

Leon Furze,
Furze Smith Consulting

FW1/SESSION ONE/
10.10 - 11.10AM

FW1.03:

The missing link: Phonics as
a foundation for secondary
students CIREED

Many secondary students continue
to struggle with reading due to gaps
in foundational decoding skills -
but too often, phonics instruction
is viewed as the domain of early
years. This workshop challenges
that misconception and explores
how explicit, systematic phonics
instruction can and should play
avitalrolein secondary literacy
programs. We'll explore real-world
examples of how our schoolis
implementing phonicsin Years
7-8including: how to identify
students who need support, select
appropriate diagnostic tools, and
embed targetedinstructioninto
existing programs. We'll also discuss
practical and age-appropriate
strategies forembedding phonics
into the secondary classroom -
whether through small-group
intervention, whole-class routines,
or cross-curricular reinforcement.

Willisa Osburn and
Melissa Ramos Amaya,
Kambrya College
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VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2025

FRIDAY LIVeSTRAesAM

WORKSHOPS

FW2.01:
Assessing the text
response essay

Thisworkshop is a space to discuss
and challenge assessment practices
of the traditional text response
essay. With a particular focus on
VCE assessment, | will share ways

of designing and marking student

essays (andinvite you to share yours).

Thisis about moving beyond (maybe
even abolishing?) TEEL, thisis about
designing rubrics that prioritise
critical thinking and brainstorming,
thisis about easing our marking
workloads and designing curriculum
that helps students help themselves,
thisis about you being exposed

to some new ways of thinking and
doing so that you can decide what
works best foryou.

Emily Frawley,
The University of Melbourne

FW2.02:
Building consistent VCE
English assessing

This very practical and collaborative
workshopis aimed at both current
and prospective VCE Year12 and 11
English teachers. It aims to assist,
clarify andreassure participants
about productive and supportive
approachestointernal VCE

English assessing of SACs and
internal exams, seeking to clarify
and highlight the key facets of

VCE English assessing across

all Areas of Study. Itrecognises

the importance of establishing
assessing benchmarks and the

key professional learning which
emanates from such considerations.
Itrecognises the challenge in many
schools to ensure a consistent
approachto both SAC and trial exam
assessing. It will strategically outline

the core principles of such assessing,

offer strategies for ensuring calm
and collaborative benchmarking and
outline team-building approaches. It
will draw from experience in assisting
VCE teamsinschoolstoassessina
shared and consistent manner.

Ross Huggard

FW2/SESSIONTWO /
12.45-1.45PM

FW2.03:

Syntaxisn’t scary:
Teaching beyond the
right way to write

This workshop takes a descriptivist
approachto teaching syntax,
encouraging students (especially
inmiddle years) to experiment with
grammar and construct unique
voices that mirroridentities, rather
than mimic whatis ‘correct’. Vic
Curric 2.0 years 9/10 involves
discussions of, and experimentation
with, differing sentence types/
structure and how these contribute
to the creation of voice. Teachers will
leave this workshop with practical
ways to teachidentification of
voicesinwriting, and have students
experiment in creating their own.
This will prepare them for greater
successinunits like creating texts
and argument analysis.

Mary McCarthy,
Werribee Secondary College
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VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2025

FW3 /SESSION THREE /
WORKSHOPS 2.35 - 3.35PM
FW3.01: FW3.02: FW3.03:
Activating critical Fighting dystopian data: Practical strategies to
thinking Infrastructure to support embed First Nations literature

There has neverbeenamore
important time to recommit to
critical thinking skills. As noted
inthe 2025 Global Risks Report,
disinformation and misinformation
are now regarded as the greatest
threat to humanity and responding
to the world’s myriad crises will
require more than ‘known knowledge’,
such as Al presents. Thus, the
imperative for genuinely creative
andunchartered, human thinking is
neededto fillthese gaps. Toresist
theserisks, targeted education
remains one of our best lines of
defence, aslong as we prioritise
teaching students the value and
the art of critical, systemic and
creative thinking. In this workshop,
we will provide replicable strategies
and text-based work to amplify
critical thinking in your classroom.

David Pargetter and Catherine King,
Kingswood College and

Katrina Renard,

Carey Baptist Grammar School

English teachers in the
NAPLAN age CRZID

Why is English seenas aless ‘data
driven’ discipline in many schools?

In an educational climate where
standardised testing datais king,
how can we empower ourselves

as English teachers toresist

the datafication of the English
curriculum? This workshop will
unpack a case study from our school
inregional Victoria before opening
the floorto a ‘data driven’ discussion
around what artefacts English

teachers already use in their practice.

Thus offering practicable strategies
to formalise this great wealth of
information to fight back against

a system that tries to tell the story
of the English classroomin ones
and zeros.

BriHassett and Jake Watson,
Catholic College Sale

inYears7 -10

This workshop equips Years 7-10
teachers with practical strategies

to embed First Nations literature
through the Victorian Curriculum
F-10. This workshop aims to tackle
the practical constraints of school
timetables by offering modular units
that canbeintegratedinto English
schedules without overloading
staff. Participants will receive a clear
scope-and-sequence, mapped

to curriculum content descriptions
and supported by VCAA’s Koorie
Cross-Curriculum Protocols to
ensure respectful, community-
engaged practice. Text choices

and teachingresources foster
inquiry into First Nations languages,
storytelling, colonisation, and
cultural knowledge. Practical
implementation tools are PLC-ready,
enabling sustainable integration
within semester planning and
timetables - ensuring culturally
responsive pedagogy aligned with
curriculum standards and protocols.

Maya Mulhall,
Blackburn High School




curiouser
and

curiouser

Victoria (Velda) Elliot, Oxford University
Kirk Docker, You Can’t Ask That
Victoria Kuttainen, James Cook University
Graham Akhurst, Borderland

Trish Dowsett, ACER

Perth
8 - 11 July, 2026
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mJjDoE9_DSg

Ambition

VATE is a not-for-profit subject
associationcommittedtoa

vision of subject English that s
equitable, inclusive, robust, creative,
responsive, and critical. Through
collaboration and community,

VATE servesits members and

their students from all sectors and
regions across the state of Victoria.

Purpose

VATE exists to supportits members
at all stages of their English
teaching careerin the continuous
process of renewal necessary to
engage with the dynamic nature

of both the profession and subject
English. Through professional
networks, advocacy, research,
journals, professionallearning, and
resources, VATE leads and nurtures a
community of teachers of secondary
English committed to their students
and the advancement of the
profession.

Commitments

VATE is committed to Makarrata and
Truth-telling. VATE acknowledges
that we work, teach andlearn
onuncededland. Ourwork will
recognise and celebrate the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples of Australia as the first
teachers and storytellers. For a fair
andjust society, we will promote
and advocate for truth-telling

inthe English curriculum and
collaborate with First Nations people
and organisations to co-create
programs andresources.

VATE willadvocate for the English
teaching professionand our
studentsinarange of educational
contexts and the wider community.
We will develop and provide policies
and programs that underpin our
advocacy work.

VATE will strengthen and nurture
learning communities, professional
networks, collaborative inquiry
communities, and other professional
learning contexts which allow
teachers toreflect collaboratively,
creatively, and critically on current
practices and future directions for
Englishteaching.

VATE will continue to develop
effective professionallearning
programs for teachers to ensure
continued developmentinthe
learning and teaching of English at all
secondary levels. We will strengthen
ourcommitment to equity of access
forallmembers by delivering
professional learning through a
range of modes.

VATE willinitiate, support, identify,
and disseminate research to our
members through our journal,
Idiom, and other publications and
resources.

VATE will strengthen and expand our
suite of publications. We will commit
to developing new resources that
are freely available to our members.

To benefitits members, VATE will
develop strategic partnerships at
state and national levels with other
teaching and subject associations,
bureaucracies, statutory bodies
and organisations.

Torespond to the challenges of
climate change, VATE will develop
environmentally sustainable
practices to minimise our carbon
footprint at all VATE events and

in allaspects of our work.

The Research Snapshot is a curated email of

RESEARCH/ING
ENGLISH

Research/ing Englishis a series of initiatives that link
explicitly to VATE’s ongoing focus on effective professional
learning and renewal, supporting members to make
evidence-informed decisions related to teaching and
student learning in English.

VATE’s focus onresearch aims to empower English
educators with new knowledge, to enhance advocacy and
agency, and to create opportunities for English teachers
to engagein, share and value school-based practitioner
inquiries. Recent topics of research focus have included
Teaching Reading and Digital Media Literacies.

free-to-accessresearch about a specific topic
including links torecommended reading, brief
annotations and discussion questions.

Led by a panel of experts, the Dialogue Seminars
include discussion and active contributions from
members who wish tointerrogate some of the
ideas presentedin the Research Snapshot.

Discussion Papers provide members with
access to contemporary and enduring thinking
andresearch written by expertsin the field of
secondary English education.

The Longview Essay will provide members with
academic commentary that can assist with the
pedagogical and philosophical demands of
teaching Englishin Victoria.


https://www.vate.org.au/research

VATE Publications

VATE publications are prepared by an experienced team of teacher-writers
and editors drawing on theirknowledge and expertise in English education.
Written for a teacher-audience, VATE publications are designed to support
classroom teachers, helping them interpret the curriculum, including the VCE
Study Designs, and offering practical suggestions for classroom activities,
assessment tasks, texts, and recommendations for reading and other
resources. VATE publications are available for purchase in VATE's online store.

\'A

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION FOR
THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH

Inside Stories

VATE’s Inside Stories guides
are updated every year fornew
texts onthe VCE English text
list, supporting the teaching of
VCE English Unit 3and Unit 4:
Areas of Study 1- Reading and
responding to texts. The 2026
Inside Stories are now available
forthe following new texts:
Selected Poems - Langston
Hughes, Orbital, Regeneration,
We Come with This Place.

Inside Frameworks

VATE’s Inside Frameworks
guide supports English teachers
planning for and teaching the
Creating texts Area of Study in
VCEEnglish. Itisintended to
supplement the Study Design,
the List 2 mentortexts, and other
support material provided by
VCAA, exploring different ways
of approaching each of the
Framework Ideas - Personal
journeys, Play, Country and
Protest.

Activating Reading

Capabilities in English INTOTHE WORDS

This practical book introduces
the framework of reading
capabilities developed by
the authors, inviting teachers
toreflect critically on their
practice. Itincludesreading
activities designed to activate
the capabilities and engage
students to think deeply about
texts, collaborate with peers,
andrespond withimagination
and scrutiny. Also includes
samples of student work.

Literature Perspectives

To support the teaching of
Units 3-4 VCE Literature,
VATE produces Literature
Perspectives guides onall the
new Literature texts each year.
Closely aligned with the VCE
Literature Study Design, each
guide offers anintroduction
to the text as well as practical
suggestions for teaching and
assessing the text across the
Areas of Study.

Inside Language

VATE’s Inside Languageis a
series of guides supporting

the teaching of VCE Units 1-4
English Language. Each guide
explores the content, including
the required metalanguage,
and offers practical advice

and suggestions for teaching
strategies, classroom activities,
sample texts, ways of assessing
andrecommended resources.

Into the Woods: Finding your
way through literary theory

Into the Woodsis your
essential guide tousing

literary theory inyour English
curriculum, empowering
teachers and students to
approach textsin different
ways. Theoriesinclude: reader-
response, ecological, feminist,
queer, Marxist, and postcolonial.
Featuring classroom activities,
glossaries, and furtherreading.


https://www.vate.org.au/shop
https://www.vate.org.au/shop
https://www.vate.org.au/shop/inside-frameworks/vate-inside-frameworks
https://www.vate.org.au/shop/woods/woods-finding-your-way-through-literary-theory-epub
https://www.vate.org.au/shop/books/activating-reading-capabilities-english

Burwood Serviced

Quest Burwood East

Apartments 315 Burwood Hwy,
300 Burwood Hwy, Burwood East VIC 3151
Burwood VIC 3125 (03)9069 6888
(03)8820 6161 guestburwoodeast@
burwoodapartments@outlook.com guestapartments.com.au
$169 p/night one bedroom $165 p/night studio
$229 p/night two bedrooms $200 p/night one bedroom
$329 p/night three bedrooms $320 p/night two bedroom

Reference the Deakin University
Conference with VATE when booking
toaccessadiscount.

Please use ‘VATE2025’ when
booking toreceive the aboverates.

The Healthlink Crew

Quest Mont Albert

741 Whitehorse Rd,
Mont Albert VIC 3127

(03)88431500
guestmontalbert@
guestapartments.com.au

$205 pernight/one bedroom
apartmentincluding parking

$305 per night/two bedroom
apartmentincluding parking
To accessthisrate either:

Mention “Deakin Conference
2025” whenbookingvia
phone oremail

Use Deakin2025 when booking online

Disclaimer: Levels toreactions of allergens vary, with some reactions being simply due to proximity (airborne) and
others occurring only after consumption of the allergen. VATE is therefore unable to guarantee there are no allergensin
the food and beverages being served at this event.

VATE is committed to providing a
safe, productive, and welcoming
environment for all ourin-person and
online professional learning events
where everyone may learn, network,
andsocialise in an environment of
mutualrespect. All participants,

including but not limited to attendees,

speakers, volunteers, exhibitors,
traders, VATE staff members, and
service providers, are expected

to abide by this Code of Conduct.
This Code of Conduct appliesto all
VATE professional learning events,
including those sponsored by
organisations other than VATE but
heldin conjunction with VATE.

VATE has zero tolerance forany form
of discrimination or harassment. If
you experience harassment or hear

of any incidents of unacceptable
behaviour, please contact

Kate Gillespie or a VATE staff
memberin attendance.

Unacceptable behaviouris
defined as the following:

Harassment, intimidation, or
discriminationinany form.

Verbal abuse of any attendee,
speaker, volunteer, exhibitor,
trader, VATE staff member, service
provider, or other guest, examples
of whichinclude, but are not
limited to, verbal comments
related to gender, sexual
orientation, disability, physical
appearance, body size, race,
religion, ornational origin; and,
inappropriate use of nudity and/or
sexualimagesin presentations.

Disruption of presentations during
sessions - all participants must
comply with the instructions of
moderators, facilitators, speakers,
and VATE online event staff.

Inclusion of promotional
materials, special offers, job
offers, product announcements,
orsolicitationforservicesin
presentations, postings, and
messages; VATE reserves the right
toremove suchmessages.

VATE reserves theright to take any
actiondeemed necessary and
appropriate, including immediate
removal of a participant violating this
Code of Conduct without warning or
refund, inresponse to any incident of
unacceptable behaviour.


mailto:burwoodapartments%40outlook.com%20%20?subject=
mailto:mailto:questburwoodeast%40questapartments.com.au?subject=
mailto:mailto:questburwoodeast%40questapartments.com.au?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/TheHealthLinkCrew/
mailto:executiveofficer%40vate.org.au?subject=
mailto:mailto:questmontalbert%40questapartments.com.au?subject=
mailto:mailto:questmontalbert%40questapartments.com.au?subject=
http://www.questmontalbert.com.au
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PLANNING YOUR TRIP
TO D&ARKIN UNIVERSITY

P CARPARKING

DROP-OFF

AND PICKUP

ENTRANCE 1:
BURWOOD
HIGHWAY

By public transport

Deakin University is accessible by tram, train and
bus. It takes one hour to get to the Burwood
campus from the CBD.

Tram

The most directjourneyis by tram: Take the
No. 75 tram from Stop 4 (Flinders Street) to
Stop 63 (Deakin University/Burwood Highway).

Public bus services

A Deakin shuttle bus - route 201 - provides
high frequency services from Box Hill bus port
and train station. For more information visit the
Public Transport Victoria Journey Planner:
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/journey

By car

The Deakin Burwood Campusis a 30-minute drive
from the Melbourne CBD, depending on traffic.

Fromthe Melbourne CBD jointhe Monash Freeway (M1).
Take the Burke Road exit.

Turnright at Toorak Road and follow it for about
10 minutes.

Toorak Road becomes Burwood Highway and
you'll see Deakin University on the left

Car parking - Download OPark A

Car parking is available in the multi-level car
park (car park 6) at Deakin University, Melbourne
Burwood Campus. You are only able to pay using
the OPark app.

What youneedtodo:

Download the OPark App from either
Google Play or Apple Store.

Logintoyour OPark account/orcreate a
new account.

Should you require assistance, email your
guestions to OPark - support@opark.com.au
orcall 61601012.

Furtherinformation can be found at
https://opark.com.au

You can also email Deakin’s Parking Team:
parking@deakin.edu.au

Casual parking canbe purchased by the houror

by the day through the OPark app, whichis free to
download. You willneed to use the relevant OPark
zone number when starting a parking permit session.
The daily price of parking varies by location and
OPark permits are only valid in ‘General’ permit zones
(white-lined spaces). Please do not parkin orange-
lined spaces as these require a different permit type.

8.30am - 4.30pm: $1.60 perhour, capped at
$6.40 for the day.

VATE takes no responsibility for cars that do not
follow the parking information provided by Deakin.


https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/journey
https://www.opark.com.au/
https://www.opark.com.au/
https://www.opark.com.au/
mailto:mailto:support%40opark.com.au?subject=
https://opark.com.au/
mailto:mailto:parking%40deakin.edu.au?subject=
https://www.opark.com.au/
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An ETAQ Podcast

E Hosted by Julie Arnold

:.IE
Listen on

) Listen on
Ea.-' 'EE i @ Apple Podcasts | ‘e Spotify Podcasts
. &

Listen in to connect with fellow English teachers through
conversations about language, literature, and learning.



https://www.etaq.org.au/podcasts.html
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