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CONFERENCE SUPPORTERS

Official Conference Bookseller

The Chestnut Tree Bookshop

The Chestnut Tree is West
Footscray’'sindependent bookshop
and cafe, proudly serving the VATE
community for the third year running.
We hand-pick our shelves with a
focus onfemale, Indigenous, and
underrepresented authors, and
we’re passionate about getting

the rightbooksinto classrooms.

We offer school accounts with
dedicated service, curatedreading
lists, and a Victorian government-
registered supplier program. Visit us
atthe VATE Conference to browse
our bestsellers and gifts, and

ask about settingup anaccount.
Subscribe to The Bookmark, our
monthly newsletter for schools

and educators.
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Teacher Inclusion Scholarship

VATE acknowledges and thanks
VATE members and friends,
including the following, who have
generously donated payment for
work that they have undertaken
for VATE in either 2025 or 2026.

Pablo Brait (Foundation for Young
Australians), Sarah Coleman,
Terry Hayes, Timothy Lilley, Jan May,

Tanya Notley (Western Sydney
University), Graham Parr
(Monash University)

The TeacherInclusion Scholarship
ensures that the annual VATE State
Conferenceisaccessible to as
many English teachers as possible.
This scholarship directly supports
the English teaching community.

Torecognise and facilitate equity of
access, VATE will prioritise members
who identity as Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander, work with students
from disadvantaged background
orlow ICSEA backgrounds, and/or
teachinrural orregional areas

of Victoria.

Acknowledgement of Country

VATE acknowledges the Wurundijeri
WoiWurrung people of the Kulin
Nation as the Traditional Custodians
of the lands on which the VATE office
is situated.

We pay ourrespects to Elders from
allnations - and to their Ancestors
and Elders past and present. We
recognise Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples as the first
storytellers; and that knowledge
transfer through storytelling s
woveninto the fabric of this Country.

We acknowledge all First Nations
peoples who make contributions to
teaching and learning communities.
VATE is committed to working
towards Makarrata and truth-telling
- we strive to use language that
recognises First Nations peoples’
continuing connectiontoland,
waters, and cultures.

We believe a bettertomorrow is
possible and VATE pledges our
unwavering support to the First
People’s Treaty processin Victoria.

Deakin

We acknowledge the Traditional
Custodians of the unceded lands
and waterways on which Deakin
University does business. We pay
ourdeeprespect to the Ancestors
and Elders of Wadawurrung
Country, Eastern Maar Country
and Wurundjeri Country where our
physical campuses are located. We
also acknowledge all First Nations
Peoples that make contributions
to ourlearning communities.

DEAKIN


https://thechestnuttree.com.au/
https://thechestnuttree.com.au/schools/
https://thechestnuttree.com.au/
https://www.deakin.edu.au/
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

DAY ONE:

THURSDAY
19 NOVEMBER

9.00-9:15am Welcome to Country DAY Two:

President’s welcome R m D Av
9.15-10.15am Keynote F
Howie Manns 2@ N@VEMBER

10.15-10.25am 10 minute changeover

10.25-11.25am Workshops

Session1: TWI 9.00-10.00am Keynote

Namila Benson

11.25-11.50am Morning tea 10.00-10.10am 10 minute changeover

11.50am -12.40pm Guest speakers 1010 -11.10am Workshops

GS1: AnnaBurkey Session1: FWI1
GS2: Stephanie Wescott
and Laura Trevaskis 11.10 -11.35am Morning tea
GS3: ToniJordan 11.35am -12.35pm Panels
12.40-12.50pm 10 minute changeover P1: Creating something real

P2: Too happy to teach?
12.50-1.50pm Workshops

Session 2: TW2 P3: Artistic license to thrill

1,50 - 2.40pm Lunch 12.35-12.45pm 10 minute changeover

12.45-1.45pm Workshops

2.40-3.40pm Workshops Session 2- FW2

Session 3: TW3

3.40-4.30pm  VATEVillage A = 2SR Uele

Conference gathering 2.35-3.35pm Workshops
Session 3: FW3

Due to unforeseen circumstances, VATE will occasionally have to alter the program or workshops.
Onthe day cancellations will be communiated to delegates. VATE will not accept liability fordamages
of any nature sustained by participants or theiraccompanying persons, for loss or damage to their
personal property as aresult of the conference orrelated events. The opinions expressed at
the conference are those of the presenter and do not necessarily reflect the views of VATE.



i

VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2026

The 2026 VATE State Conference -
OdetoJoy-isacelebration of the
work of English teachers that is joyful,
playful, experimental and human.
Atribute towork that reflects

bold choices, twists, turns and

the collective delight of students,
colleagues and community. An
expression of the quiet and the loud
joys of the profession and of the
deep, purposeful and enjoyable
learning that springs from human
connection. Classrooms are

places of discovery, where joy
lives, creativity grows and where
we delightin the intellectual activity
of teaching-and shared pleasure

of language. Ode to Joy invites
teachers to seize an ‘opportunity
for creative transformation’ and
reacquaint themselves with the joys
inherent in subject English that are
fuelled by passion, collaboration
and authenticity.

Jon Batiste’s ‘Ode to Joyful’
provided the inspiration for the

DIE

2026 VATE State Conference
theme. Through his interpretation
of Beethoven’s classics and the

joy derived from spontaneous
composition and play, Batiste
reminds us that joy is something
that ‘continues to transcend and
stand the test of time’, highlighting
its connection to imagination and
its ability to help us ‘bend and shape
and mold and push back against the
world’. Friedrich Schiller's poem ‘An
die Freude’ (‘Ode to Joy’) and the
widely recognisable melody made
famous by the chorale finale of
Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, treats
joy as notjustanemotion, butasa
force of nature. Joy coaxes ‘flowers
from the buds’ and s ‘drunk by every
being’. Joyis for ‘all ye millions!" - a
message evoked in each stanza as
Schiller extends joy to ‘the worms’
and to ‘every good thing’ beyond
the stars. He praises the power of
joy to efface social and political
inequalities, unite peoplein their
differences, and celebrates the

MimiLeungis aninternationally
recognised artistknown for her
vibrant, playful style. Her work
infuses whimsical detail, biological
references and fantastical worlds,
and often explores themes of
introspection, imaginationand
wonder. Mimi’s multidisciplinary
practice spans traditional and
digital media, as well as community
development and creative
facilitation. She lives inregional
Victoria, Australia with her husband,
two children and two bunny siblings;
Moonlilly and Pumpkin.

power of personal friendship - a
metaphor extended to encompass
the entire human race where ‘every
man becomes a brother’. ‘Ode

to Joy’ honours joy as the ‘hardy
mainspring/Of the universe’.

Atits core, ‘Ode to Joy’ ‘is about
humanity. It’s the hymn to the dream,
the capacity of humanbeings to
dream.’

Ode to Joy challenges us toimagine
something betterand dares us

to dream for our classrooms,
communities and worlds. Ode to
Joyrecognises the challenges of

our daily realities yet encourages
opportunities to lingerin the bigand
little joys of our work and amplify
the components of our profession
that makes it fun, bold, humorous,
whimsical and energetic - both for
us and for our students. At the heart
of this State Conferenceiis the belief
thatjoy is serious work and the spirit of
dreamingis alive and wellin each of us.

Creative statement

I loved working on this brief with
Emma and Kate. It was wonderful
to be encouraged to be playful
and chaotic! WhenIread the poem
‘Ode To Joy’ by Friedrich Schiller
thatinspired the Beethoven classic,
I was particularly struck by

the line ‘Eventhe worm can

feel contentment’ because it
connects with how  approach my
observations of the world -

Iwant to notice and find joy in even
the smallest, most overlooked and
often dismissed things.


https://www.vate.org.au/sites/default/files/Ode%20To%20Joy_2026%20State%20Conference.pdf
https://www.vate.org.au/sites/default/files/Ode%20To%20Joy_2026%20State%20Conference.pdf
https://www.vate.org.au/sites/default/files/Ode%20To%20Joy_2026%20State%20Conference.pdf
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2026 VATE FELLOWSHIP

Teaching First Nations literature,

knowledges and ways of learning in English

First Nations Fellowship: Professional Learning Showcase

The First Nations Fellowship
Professional Learning Showcaseis a
celebration of the deep professional
learning that has occurred for
participants of the VATE First Nations
Fellowship. Over the course of
ayear, these participants have
strengthened theirknowledge,
skills, and dispositions related to the
teaching of First Nations literature,
knowledges, and ways of knowing.

VATE will cover the registration
cost forup to 15 Englishteachers
from around Victoria to attend the
Showcase. Please note that the
day is part of the State Conference
and will take place on Thursday

19 November 2026.

Participants will hear from teachers
who have facilitated a year-long
inquiry into First Nations literature,
knowledges and ways of learning as
part of the First Nations Fellowship.

These teachers will share the
results of theirinquiries and share
the developments from their
context. The day will be facilitated
by Associate Professor Amanda
McGraw and Emma Jenkins, critical
friends to the VATE Fellowship.

Applicants must be VATE members
and be willing and able to meet
certain conditions of participation
inthe program, including
completing pre- and post-event
tasks. (NB: Participants canregister
forthe second day of the State
Conference at adiscountedrate.)

Expression of interest

VATEisinterestedin hearing from
members who are committed to
Makarrata, truth-telling and listening,
and using their privilege as an English
teacherto promote reconciliation
and champion a version of English
education thatis critical and
creative and grounded in promoting
inclusivity and equity.

VATE welcomes applications from
teachers who work with students
who identify as Aboriginal and/
orTorres Strait Islander, students
from disadvantaged orlow ICSEA
backgrounds, students from

rural orregional areas of Victoria,
and students from culturally and
linguistically diverse backgrounds.

Please submita 200 - 400-word
reflection thatrespondsto the
following prompts:

Yourname, school and
school’slocation

Discuss your teaching and
learning journey with Aboriginal
andTorres Strait Islander
histories, cultures and stories
(thismay include your own
reconciliationjourney)

Inwhatways are you adopting a
strengths-based approachto
the sharing of histories, cultures
and stories of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples?

Please note: School principals
must give formal approval for
participant attendance by
providing release from school
on Thursday 19 November2026.

Completed expressions of interest,
including principal approval, should
be submitted to education@
vate.org.au by 12pm on Friday

18 September2026. Successful
applicants willbe informed by
Friday 2 October.


https://ulurustatement.org/our-story/makarrata/
https://antar.org.au/issues/truth-telling/a-practice-of-truth-listening/
mailto:education%40vate.org.au?subject=
mailto:education%40vate.org.au?subject=

GOING GREEN:

THE GREENING OF VATE EVENTS

Climate changeisreal

Torespond to the challenges of
climate change, we need to address
ourindividual, collective and
systemic responsibilities.

At VATE we are committed to
developing environmentally
sustainable practicesinorderto
minimise our carbon footprint at all
VATE events. The key actions being
undertaken are:

Minimising waste

This willbe done through the
reduction of waste suchasno single
serving containers andrecycling
(where possible) at each event.

Distribution of event material

We are committed to using
paperless technology as much
as possible andthisincludes
the distribution of speakers’
presentations and event
information. We encourage

our exhibitors and sponsors to
distribute their promotional material
in apaperless mannerand/oron
recycled paperwhere possible.
VATE will not be distributing

any paper flyers at the State
Conference.

Telling agood
story.

Conference satchels

Conference satchels with
promotional flyers will not be
available. Delegates are
encouraged to bring theirown bag.

Transport to the venue

Toreduce carbon emissions,

we encourage all participants

to find the most environmentally
friendly way to travel to the venue.
This may include taking public
transportation, sharing a car,
riding a bike, orwalking.

We look forward to you joining
usonthisjourney.
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MIDDLE GROUND

Cultivating an infinite writing mindset

mﬁmmkﬁm

MIDDLE GROUND

The purpose of VATE's Middle Ground
publicationis to provide middle years’
teachers (Years 7-10) with access to
activities andlesson sequences that
can assist with the teaching of English
concepts, skills, knowledge, and
ideas. Each edition of Middle Ground is
mapped to the Victorian and Australian
curricula andis supported by materials
including professional reading, media
articles, audio visual material, as well as
tables, handouts and worksheets. The
series title, Middle Ground, is designed
torepresent afocus onteachingthe
ideas, skills, concepts, and knowledge
of English forfunandin connection
with the lives and experiences of
middle years students.

Middle Groundis free for all current

VATE members. Available editions

in 2026 willinclude:

« Readingandwritingidentity
through comics

« Cultivating aninfinite writing mindset

o Trim, taut, and terrific: Writing micro
fiction with ‘A Story in Miniature’

« Theright towrite: Exploring censorship

Explore the fulllibrary of Middle Ground
resources including those written by
State Conference Keynote Howie
Manns (Slinging slangin the classroom),
Guest speaker Stephanie Wescott
(Who's afraid of the patriarchy? Feminist
ideas, texts and representations), and
workshop presenter Helena Brain
(Ghostbusters: Why myths matter).

VI Victorian Association for
I3 the Teaching of English


https://www.vate.org.au/middle-ground
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GIVING BACK: SUPPORTING
OUR WIDER COMMUNITY

VATE is a not-for-profit subject
associationcommittedtoa

vision of subject English thatis
equitable, inclusive, robust, creative,
responsive, and critical. Through
collaboration and community,

VATE serves its members and

their students fromall sectors and
regions across the state of Victoria.

VATE is animportant place of
connectionand community.

Toreflect ourcommitment to
sustainability and social solidarity,
VATE no longer purchases delegate
and presenter gifts and instead
donates these funds to charities.
We see thisasanimportantactin
supporting our wider community

andreflects ourresponsibility
to ‘going green’ and our core
values of equity, inclusion, and
socialengagement.

We look forward to you joining
us on this journey of connecting
to community.

In2026 VATE will be donating
funds to Writers Victoria.

Writers Victoria
Empowering Writers

Writers Victoriais a highly regarded
not-for-profit membership
organisation. We empower, support,
connect and advocate forwriters

at all stages of theircareer. We
provide them with opportunities for
experimentation, networking and

mentoring and we open pathways to
publication through the delivery of
our core professional development
programs and services. Writers
Victoria fosters a diverse, vibrant
writing community across Victoria
and beyond.

WIRITERS

VICTORIA

All about writers

Teacher
Inclusion
Scholarships

Applications now invited

To ensure that the 2026 VATE State
Conferenceis accessible to as many English
teachers as possible, two scholarships are
available which will help remove financial
barriers for eligible applicants. The focus of
this scholarshipisinclusion and equity and
as such VATE will prioritise applicants who
work with students from disadvantaged or
low SES backgrounds and/orinruraland
regional areas. Each scholarshipis valued at
up to $1000 and can be used towards the
following expenses: registration costs;
travel;accommodation.

Supporting the Teacher Inclusion Scholarships
is the generosity of VATE members and
friends who have donated payment for work
undertaken for VATEin 2025 or2026.

V[ Victorian Association for
3 the Teaching of English

Who should apply

Members who would
notbe able to attend
otherwise.

Members who have
not attended a VATE
conferenceinthe
last three years.

Members who have atleast
two years of experience
workingin theirschool.

Applicants must agree

to take what they learn at
the conference backto
theirschools so that their
colleagues benefit from
theirexperience as well.
Scholarshiprecipients are
also expectedtowrite a
post-conferencereport
(including photos) for VATE.

Submission requirements

Curriculum Vitae

500-word maximum
expression of interest,
endorsed by your
Principal, outlining your
teaching experience within
your current school, your
teaching practice, why it
isimportant to attend the
conference, and how you
will share your learning with
your colleagues.

Please email your application

to Kate Gillespie by midday
Wednesday 16 September2026.



mailto:mailto:executiveofficer%40vate.org.au?subject=Teacher%20Inclusion%20Scholarships
https://writersvictoria.org.au/
https://writersvictoria.org.au/
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Without targeted support, we risk losing vital stories that enrich
our culture and foster.empathy, literacy and imagination.
ers shape the way we understand
irselves, our communities and our world.
Yet for many writers — especially emerging
and underrepresented voices — the path to opportunities, pathways to publication,

a sustainable career is steep, and the mentoring and networking. We need
support systems are fragile. your help to keep doing our vital work.

Help us to
empower writers
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writersvictoria.org.au



https://writersvictoria.org.au/
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REGISTRATION OPTIONS

Early bird rate

1day
Concession Individual Organisational
member member member

$285 $305 $325

L
-
2 days
Concession Individual Organisational
member member member

$440 $470 $500

Early bird registration closes 12pm Thursday 8 October.

Fullrate

1day
Concession Individual Organisational
member member member

$310 5330 $350

2days
Concession Individual Organisational
member member member

$465 $495 $525

Please note: *Organisational memberrates are per single staff member. If you or your
schoolfaces financial barriers that make attending this conference difficult, please
contact Kate Gillespie to discuss options.

Register here

Livestream registration

As always, thisyear’s State
Conference willbe a hybrid

event. We will be running twelve
workshops, as well as all keynotes,
guest speakers and panels live via
Zoom. Delegates wishing toregister
forthe livestream component of
the conference can do so through
aseparate livestream registration
portal. You will be able to select
your preferences for the workshops
that youwould like to streamlive.
Livestream delegates will also
getaccesstotherecordings for

all streamed sessions (subject to
recording quality).

Bulk buy

How to unlock the
special multi-buy rate

9

Registering 5 ormore staff?
Asecretrate awaits! (The secret

is our website can’'t comprehend
adiscount code, sowe have to
doitmanually. & The joy? You
getto speak and interact witha
realhuman.) Contact the VATE
office fora multi-buy discount.
Please note: Registrations willneed
to be organised at the same time.

Reading and
talking about
OOKS.


https://www.vate.org.au/events/2026-vate-state-conference
mailto:executiveofficer%40vate.org.au?subject=
https://www.vate.org.au/events/2026-vate-state-conference-livestream
https://www.vate.org.au/events/2026-vate-state-conference-livestream
mailto:events%40vate.org.au%20?subject=
mailto:events%40vate.org.au%20?subject=

PLANNING YOUR
CONFERENCE EXPERIENCE

If a profession does not find

a medium to conference
with its practitioners, that
profession will quickly
atrophy. The VATE Conference
helps keep English teaching

VATE exists to support its members VATE is not asingle voice: our

atall stages of theirEnglishteaching  strengthliesinthe diversity of
careerinthe continuous process experiences presentedinthe

of renewal necessary to engage conference program. We trust
with the dynamic nature of both and value the expertise of our

the profession and subject English. membership and expect critical
The VATE State Conferenceisan and constructive engagement from
a profession rather thana opportunity to be in community ourmembers with all aspects of
job title, and our attendance with English teaching colleagues the conference. Our expectations
notonly assures us professional  fromacross the state - to connect, reflect the standards as outlinedin
development, but also ensures ~ support, actively participate, and the Australian Institute for Teaching
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we remain professional.
- Peter Pidduck (Idiom, 2002)

deepenourcollective identity.

and School Leadership (AITSL)
Australian Professional Standards
forTeachers and the Victorian
Teaching Profession’s Code of
Conduct (Principles1.8 and 3.1).

Participation guide

In orderto assist delegates with
planning for their conference
experience, eachworkshop has
been allocated anumberthat

corresponds with the presenter’s

expectations for delegate
participation. We encourage
you to consider the level of
participation when choosing
yourworkshops.

Cackling with my

colleaques like

witchesin a coven.

L €2

Lecture
MINIMAL PARTICIPATION

Delegates will participate
in alecture-style session
whichincludes note
taking, observation,

and the opportunity for
occasional questions.

Hands on
MEDIUM LEVEL PARTICIPATION

Delegates will participate
in facilitated learning and
hands on activities such
as completing short tasks,

working with others, debating,
group discussion, comparing

approaches, and offering
feedback.

Discussion
LOW LEVEL PARTICIPATION

Delegates will participate
in some paired discussions,
guestion-and-answer
sessions, and activities
related to the topic.

Embodied

HIGH LEVEL PARTICIPATION

Delegates will be active
participants in the workshop
and willbe immersedin deep
exploration of ideas, extended
discussion, guided application,
role play, and embodied
pedagogies.



https://www.aitsl.edu.au/docs/default-source/national-policy-framework/australian-professional-standards-for-teachers.pdf
https://www.aitsl.edu.au/docs/default-source/national-policy-framework/australian-professional-standards-for-teachers.pdf
https://www.vit.vic.edu.au/sites/default/files/media/pdf/2025-02/Document_The-Victorian-Teaching-Professions-Code-of-Conduct.pdf
https://www.vit.vic.edu.au/sites/default/files/media/pdf/2025-02/Document_The-Victorian-Teaching-Professions-Code-of-Conduct.pdf
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CONFERENCE STRANDS

In addition to the participation guide, delegates are encouraged to use the conference strands to guide their

workshop selections.

S

Creative alchemy

This strand celebrates storytelling.
Workshopsin this strand bring
togetherideas, emotions and
experiences for authentic
learning; support students’
reading engagement; offerideas
forbuilding literacy skills; share
strategies thathelp to fosteralove
of reading (inboth students and
teachers); showcase opportunities
for genuine creative writing and
imaginative thinking; and activities
that tickle the intellectual muscle -
and funny bone - of what it means
to teach English.

Joie de vivre

This strand invites teachers to share
the joy, creativity, curiosity and
expression thatis being fostered
intheir classroom. Workshops in
this strand highlight pedagogy,
curriculum and assessment that s
groundedinjoy; sequences and
units of work that cultivate joy and
bring energy to the classroom;
playful (re)imaginings of English
teaching staples; and sharing

the pleasure of creative routines
and processes.

JJ3}

Oh friends, no more of these
sounds! Let us sing more
cheerful songs!

This strand explores the importance
of connectionand community in
English teaching. Workshopsin

this strand support collaborative
problem-solving; facilitate collegial
conversation; celebrate the quiet
andloud (unsung)joys of English
teaching; and detail innovative
ways to usejoy to connect students
and colleagues.




DAY ONE:

THURSDAY
19 NOVEMBER
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KEYNOTE

7 7]
.

Coming across hew
and interesting
language.

9.00-10.15AM

Dr Howie Manns

DrHowie Mannsis a Senior Lecturer
in Linguistics at Monash University,
where he studies and teaches about
language and society in Australia
and Indonesia. He has worked as
alanguage professional formore
than 30 years, including as an
Englishteacherinindonesia and

as a Persianlinguist forthe US

Navy inthe Middle East.

Howie wrote his PhD on the rapid
changestothendonesianlanguage
and societyinthe decade after

the fall of Suharto. He has since
been part of projects toinvestigate
deafblind communicationand the
history and evolution of Australian
slang. He has written or edited
dozens of academic papers and

sixbooks onlanguage, including
Australian English Reimagined
and The Routledge Handbook
of Linguistics.

Howie frequently appearsin
Australian andinternational media.
He hasregular segmentsonthe
ABC and co-wrote and presented
the SBS explainer series Weird
and Wonderful Aussie English.
Howie is a prolific contributoron
matters of language to the online
website The Conversation (along
with his frequent collaborator, Kate
Burridge). Butitis the wonder of
language that truly keep Howie
going. Heislooking forward to
taking you on thatjourney with him.

Orwell for optimists:

Secret words to drive away the melancholy

George Orwellisn't known for his
optimism. But whenideasrundry
and ourworthis measured in KPlIs,
itcanbe goodtoseekjoyin
unlikely places.

This addressis ajoyful journey

to some of those places. Itis
acelebrationof words. Itisa
celebration of teachers. But, most
of all,itis ajoyful celebration of
staying optimistic despiteit all.

We start ourjourney with Orwell’s
essayonthe ‘commontoad’ -a
joyful ode to anunlikely hero and
childhood curiosity. We then chase
this curiosity into the wider world.
From Argentina to the Strait of
Hormuz, we will meet unlikely

magic words, the stories behind
them, and the joy they giftin dire
times. We will also meet unlikely
heroic figures - fictional and

real -inthe celebration of words,
including Juliana Berners (the
patron saint of collective nouns)
and Belisa Crepusculario, who, for
the price of 50 centavos, ‘gave the
gift of a secret word to drive away
the melancholy’.

Joinme onanamazing journey

into language, where words are
magical, and Orwellian can actually
mean uplifting.

STRAND:sjﬂ}

Sz Creative Joiede sjﬂ}

—~~J alchemy vivre

Ohfriends, no more of these sounds!
Let us sing more cheerful songs!


https://www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/tv-series/weird-and-wonderful-aussie-english
https://www.sbs.com.au/ondemand/tv-series/weird-and-wonderful-aussie-english
https://theconversation.com/profiles/howard-manns-111255/articles
https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/howard-manns/
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GUEST SPEAKERS

Anna Burkey

Anna Burkey is the CEO of Australia
Reads, a national not-for-profit on
amissionto get more Australians
reading. Originally hailing from
Scotland, Anna was on the founding
team of Edinburgh UNESCO City
of Literature and worked with the
Edinburgh International Book
Festival. Now living in Melbourne/
Naarm, she has held seniorroles at
State Library Victoria - establishing

GS1/11.50AM - 12.40PM

the Children’s Quarter and leading
the Centre for Youth Literature -
and at the Australian Publishers’
Association, where she oversaw
communications and public
advocacy for the publishing sector.
Sheis passionate about books,
storytelling, and learning, and wants
to see more Australians have access
to the life-changing benefits of
recreationalreading.

Reaching readers: Journeying back to books

Millions of young Australians enjoy
reading. They tellusit helps them
understand the world, and provides
special moments to bond with
family. That it makes themlaugh, and
cry, and figure out who they are in
this crazy, shifting landscape we live
in. They also tellus that they need a
bit of help making space forreading,
and finding books that they trust
they’llenjoy.

Now more than ever, teachers
need to be equipped with the right
tools, tactics, messages and data
to engage students with books
andreading.

| SPREAD JOY BY... ‘

As trusted bookloversin their
lives, educators have the chance
to engage with the playful ways
students mediate the world, and
adapt theirapproaches to meet
students where they’re at.

Inthis address, Anna will take a
practicallook at how teachers can
apply researchinsightstoincrease
reading engagement, and provide
some inspiration forhow teachers
and the broader school community
candevelop avibrantreading
culture for students.

STRAND: §g

Sending a thoughtfully selected
GIFin the Teams chat.


https://australiareads.org.au/
https://australiareads.org.au/
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GUEST SPEAKERS

Dr Stephanie Wescott

Dr Stephanie Wescottis an
academic at Monash University
Faculty of Educationand aformer
English and history teacher. Her

Laura Trevaskis

Laura Trevaskis is an English, history
and literacy teacher and sessional
tutor at Monash University. She holds
aMaster’'sininclusive and Special
Education, consults for Clickview
and has previously consulted for the

GS2/11.50AM - 12.40PM

researchinterests are at the
intersections of feminism, epistemic
justice, misogyny in schools, and
pedagogies of emancipation.

Arc Victorian Lesson Plans
Project. Herinterests centre
oninnovative lesson design,
negotiating the tension between
relational pedagogy, and
institutional constraint.

PowerPointis not pedagogy:
An experimental year of undigital teaching

PowerPoint hasbecome the
default architecture of teaching
inhigher education. Standardised
learning environments, whole-
schoolmodels of practice and

the confiation of consistency with
quality have produced a culture
inwhich slide-based teachingis
widely understood as a marker of
good practice. Yet presentation
technologies do more than support
teaching; they also shape the
conditions under which teaching
occurs, embedding assumptions
about how knowledge should be
organised, delivered and evaluated.

Inresponse to the hegemonic
status of PowerPoint, we designed
an experimental year of undigital
teachingin ouruniversity classrooms
as bothamethodological and
politicalintervention. Ourinquiry
examined what becomes possible
when the infrastructural dominance
of slidesis deliberately disrupted.

Drawing onreflective practice

and ongoing dialogue between us
as educators, the project traced
how teaching practices shiftedin
the absence of slides. Without the
linear architecture of PowerPoint,
classroom pedagogy moved toward
dialogue, improvisation, storytelling
and collective knowledge-making.

The experiment also surfaced
challenges. Some were readily
addressed through changes

to classroomroutines and
expectations, while others proved
more resistant, particularly where
institutional systems and student
expectations remain organised
around slide-based teaching.
Ratherthananostalgic rejection
of technology, this project argues
forpedagogical practices capable
of resisting the managerial and
digitalhegemonies shaping
contemporary education.

STRAND:SJTﬂ}

Sz Creative Joiede *jﬂ} Oh friends, no more of these sounds!

~ alchemy vivre

Let us sing more cheerful songs!


https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/stephanie-wescott/
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VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2026

GUEST SPEAKERS

Toni Jordan

ToniJordanis the author of eight
novelsincluding the international
bestseller Addition, which was
longlisted for the Miles Franklin
Award and adaptedinto a feature
film. Hernovel Nine Days was a VCE
text and was awarded the Indie
award for Best Fictionand Our Tiny,
Useless Hearts was longlisted for the

GS3/11.50AM - 12.40PM

International Dublin Literary Award.
Herlatest novel, Tenderfoot, has
been shortlisted for the Indie Award
forbest fictionand the ABIAaward
for Literary Fiction Book of the Year.
Toniholds a Bachelor of Sciencein
physiology and a PhD in Creative
Arts and livesinMelbourne.

Your turn to write

VATE teachers spend considerable
time and energy encouraging
creativity intheir students. That's
because they know how important
creativity is - not onlyisit a vital
workplace skill, it's one of the things
that makes us human. But this
sessionisn’t about your students’
creativity. It's about yours.

Using writing exercises and prompts,
Toniwill guide you to start your own
piece of fiction writing. Whether
you're a beginner or someone who
already has a creative practice, this
session will give you permission to
focus onaproject of yourown.

STRAND: §§/

Underlining sentences and passages
in books - it helps to know that

what you'’re feeling and thinking

has been felt and thought before.



https://www.tonijordan.com/
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WORKSHOPS

Prose and cons:
Fostering alove of reading
through short stories

Natalie Scott, Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College
and Gillian Neumann, Rowville Secondary College

STRAND: @ PARTICIPATION:CED O

This workshop will show teachers how to develop
and deliver a short story unit designed to encourage
students to explore arange of familiar and unfamiliar
genres. Throughjournaling, groupwork, and jigsaw
presentations, studentsin Years 9 or 10 will explore
their personalresponses to fictionin a unit of work
that honours student choice and aims to foster
enjoymentinreading. A course outline, short

story shortlist, and formative and summative
assessment tasks will be included.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

SHORT STORIES
TW1.02 LIVESTREAM

The skills of analysing argument
HelenBillett

STRAND: Sjﬂ} PARTICIPATION: @ ®

Being able to use the analytical thought processin
real time offers our students power and agency in
arapidly changing world. Animportant part of our
role as VCE English teachersis to teach these vital
skills. This workshop is designed to look at ways in
which we teach these skills so that students see their
relevance and engage with the processincluding
the assessment approaches that build resilience
in students, waysin which we canencourage
persistence in our students so that they are ready
forassessments and, importantly, how students
can utilise these skillsin their life beyond school.

<VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS> (VCE EAL TEACHERS >

(THINKING STRATEGIES)

TW1/SESSION ONE/10.25 -11.25AM

TW1.03

Ancient myths: Epic worlds
Jo Clyne and Bridget Headlam

STRAND:gjﬂ} PARTICIPATION: (IO O

Ancient Greek myths have endured for centuries,
continuing to inspire reluctant readers through
modernrenditions such as the Percy Jackson series
or Stephen Fry’s witty retellings. Participants will
critically evaluate mythology as both a cultural
practice andliterary genre, investigating structural
elementsincluding the hero’s journey, magical
objects, obstructive monsters, and vengeful Gods.
We will take a closerlook at the social function

of etiological and behaviour myths and how they
guided ancient civilisations in matters of morality
and cohesive citizenship.

((ALLYEARLEVELS ) <CREATIVE WRITING> (READING)

TW1.04

Bringing yourself to
the English classroom

Declan Dodson and Melissa Guclu, Glenroy College

STRAND: §g PARTICIPATION: @)

For students to be authentically engagedin
writing, writers need to be real and their thinking
tangible. The goal of this workshop is to support
teachers with modelling the vulnerability that is
essential for personal writing. Through
quick-writes, peer feedback and discussion,
participants experience writing the self responsibly.
This approach challenges the idea of writing as
‘student product’, where the process of crafting
atext feelstransactional and genuine interest is
diminished. As English teachers of learners who
have complexliteracy challenges, we maintain that
students find their voice when they can share their
teacher’sjoy inwriting.

<ALL YEAR LEVELS ) (AUTHENTICITY)

o Minimal participation: Lecture

® Low level participation: Discussion
© Mediumlevel participation: Hands on
O High level participation: Embodied

==/

, Creative Joiede < Oh friends, no more of these sounds!
alchemy * *jﬂf

vivre Let us sing more cheerful songs!
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’

WORKSHOPS

TW1.05

Curly questions:
VCE English Language

Georgia Bate, Balwyn High School
STRAND: Sjﬂ} PARTICIPATION. @) O

This collaborative workshop will navigate the ins
and outs of the Study Design with new teachers
to English Language. Having trouble with a
particular definitionin the Study Design? Unsure
about the best way to connect coursework to
exam preparation? Confused about a particular
requirement, Area of Study, assessment? While
participants willhave an opportunity to sendin
questions prior to the workshop, the intention
of this sessionis to work it out together!

(VCE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHERS) (STUDY DESIGN)

TW1.06

Finding joy in community and
belonging in subject English

Katharine Corrin, Kyabram P-12 College

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (D

So, you’re worried about implementing VTLM2 and
fearthatit willzap the joy from your classroom.
You're worried that common lesson plans,
consistency, and structure will kill the vibe and leave
you a shell of the teacheryou once were. Take heart,
my friends. The aim of thisworkshop is to support
teachers of English to recognise where and how
the VTLM gives usroomto explore and expand our
joy and passion for subject English; supporting
students and teachers to build a community of
belonging, where joy isinfectious and builds
motivation forlearningin subject English.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10))

(VTLM ) (PEDAGOGY)

| SPREAD JOY BY...

Being ready
with a cleanjoke.

TW1/SESSION ONE/10.25 -11.25AM

TW1.07

Justbecause we can, does
it mean we should? The joys
of critique in Unit 1 VCE English

Blair Duncan, John Fawkner College

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: @)

Thisworkshop reclaims critique as joyful, generative,
and deeply human. It showcases a holistic redesign
of Unit 1VCE English where both Areas of Study are
shaped by one provocation: ‘Just because we can,
does it mean we should?' Rather than separating
AOSTand AOS2, the course follows a sustained
critical thread. Participants will explore critique in
UnitTnot as criticism, but as curiosity. Focused on
speculation, deep questioning, and critical thinking,
participants will explore ethical dilemmas, ‘what if’
scenarios, and map the consequences of choices
within texts.

<VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS > (PEDAGOGY)

TW1.08

Strategic resource design
for strained English teachers

Angelina Browning, Radford College (Canberra)
STRAND: Jﬂ} PARTICIPATION: (IO

Whenresource designis shared andintentional,

the quiet strain many English teachers carry gives
way to clarity and renewed joy. This workshop
invites teachers torethink how we create resources,
shifting fromisolated, text specific units to practical,
long term solutions. Early career teachers can

build strong habits, and leaders can explore
sustainable ways to balance consistency with
individual teacher autonomy. Participants will

use adaptable templates they canapply
immediately, leaving withrenewed optimism.

(MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7-10) )

(RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT>
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WORKSHOPS

TW1.09

The learning library:
The joy of children’s literature
in VCE VM Literacy

Sarah McKay, Michelle Ellis and Alastair Jack,
Beechworth Secondary College

STRAND: @ PARTICIPATION: @i®

VCE VM Literacyis avessel of opportunity for
uncovering connections between classroom
learning and the broaderworld. VM Literacy
students at arural school have rediscoveredlove
forchildren’sliterature through publishing picture
books forthe local kindergarten. This workshop
celebrates joyful, meaningful writing as well as

the transformation and successes of this course.
Teachers will workshop the development of creative,
authentic units of work that align with the Pillars of
Applied Learning, exploring opportunities to spark
joyintheirown VM Literacy context.

<\/CE VOCATIONAL MAJOR TE/—\CHERS>

CREATIVE WRITING
TW1.10

The power of positivity: Persuasive
writing in the middle years

Shona Cowell, St Albans Secondary College
STRAND: PARTICIPATION. @) O

This workshop will focus on the ways that persuasive
writing can be used to celebrate and spread
positivity. Focusing on students in the middle years,
this workshop will provide practical resources on
how to encourage students to develop persuasive
writing skills aimed at specific audiences utilising
amedia eventto spark discussion about power.
This approach aims to demonstrate cultural
responsiveness and creative thinking, and explore
how arguments and language can create messages
of joy and celebration.

(YEAR 9 TEACHERS) (PERSUASIVE WRITING>

TW1/SESSION ONE/10.25 -11.25AM

TWLN

Using improv ideas to
transform your class writing

Andrew Duval, Writelike.org and
Humanitas High School (Brisbane)

STRAND: §§7 PARTICIPATION: (IO

Writing doesn’t have to be a solitary slog through a
barrentemplate! In this workshop, we'll steal ideas
fromimprov theatre to create writing experiences
that spark surprise, build momentum, and develop
genuine craft skills. (No acting - thisis all penand
paper!) Along the way, we’ll explore what writing
really is, what matters post-Al, and the systemic
pressures that make it hard to teach writing well.
You'llleave with simple strategies that forefront joy,
embrace uncertainty, and help students succeed.

(MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10))

(CREATIVE WRITING ) (IMPROVISATION)

A day off with great
company, a good book,
some light rain,and a

sleeping cat!
\ ®
s

o Minimal participation: Lecture

® Low level participation: Discussion
© Mediumlevel participation: Hands on
O High level participation: Embodied

, Creative Joiede < Oh friends, no more of these sounds!
= alchemy *jﬂj

vivre Let us sing more cheerful songs!
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WORKSHOPS TW2 / SESSION TWO /12.50 - 1.50PM

Confessions of a high school librarian Class clowns:
Lauren Kyte, Salesian College Sunbury Stand_Up asoral presentation
STRAND. §g PARTICIPATION: QR Steph Conroy and Prudence Meggitt,

StLeonard’s College

What happens when a school librarian spills STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (I O
the tea onreading? (Metaphorically, of course.
Hot beverages are not permittedin the library!) Stand-up comedy is one of the most joyful forms
Combining research with plenty of stories from of oral presentation, and a powerful tool to critque
the shelves, this workshop will outline the vital steps injustice; yet, itis largely absent from the English
tobuilding a strong reading culture. Be prepared to classroom. Enter class clowns: aworkshop that
explore readeridentity, trendsinthe YAlandscape, unpacks a speaking and listening unit designed for
andthe ways in which Englishteachers caninspire Years 9 and 10. Bringing together the conventions of
students toread beyond the classroom. Come stand-up and ‘classic’ oral presentation, like timing,
forthe research; stay for the librarian gossip. voice, and persona-development, participants will
learn common structures and forms, sample mentor
(MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR7-10) ) texts, and write material from personal experience!

Options to embed elements of the unitin existing

contexts provided (in case thisbombs).

TW2.02 LIVESTREAM (MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

(ORAL PRESENTATION) (COMEDY)

Preparing for the VCE English exam
Simon Ross, Parkdale Secondary College
STRAND: §%§/7 PARTICIPATION. ()

B

Handwriting happiness

Thereis little joy to be found in teaching Year 12

: _ , Emily Jackson, Xavier College
students the prescribed English course. Oris there?

This workshop will provide a navigator for teachers STRAND: PARTICIPATION: ()

in their stewardship through the treacherous waters

of the VCE English Study Design. We willengage in In most English classrooms, there is ahandful of

ahighly interactive workshop, detailing how best to students whose illegible writing holds back their

prepare students for the ‘big dance’, and the joys to progress. Proven, practical, and specific support

be experienced by both student and teacheralong leads to welcome improvements in handwriting.

the way. Workshop participants will discover why handwriting
should be prioritised. They will then be equipped

((VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS ) with simple and effective processes to assess, apply,

CSTUDENT AGENCY) CASSESSMENT> andintegrate strategies appropriate for any English

classroomwithout adding to curriculum constraints.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

HANDWRITING

, | SPREAD JOY BY...

Encouraging my friends
to‘doit for the plot.
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WORKSHOPS

Joy asresistance:
Reclaiming professional
space in VCE English

Enise Tatlidil, Monash University and Ilim College

STRAND: Sjﬂ} PARTICIPATION. @) O

In contexts shaped by performativity and

curriculum pressure, joy can feel marginal to English
teaching. Thisinteractive workshop reframes joy as
professional reclamation. Through guided reflection,
dialogic discussion, and collaborative design tasks,
delegates will examine how SAC design, feedback
practices, and collegial cultures can either erode

or protectjoy. Participants will leave with practical,
sustainable strategies to restore dignity, creativity,
andintellectual vitality in VCE English classrooms.

<VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS> (TEACHER AGENCY)

TW2.06

Joy vs artificial imagination

BriHassett, Gippsland Grammar

STRAND: @ PARTICIPATION: @ ®)

As teachers, we are constantly bending over
backwards to ensure our assessment tasks are safe
from Alinterference. It's exhausting - the changes to
assessment conditions, the suspicion, surveillance,
andthe stressit causes. It’'s not why we became
teachers. In this workshop, we will collaborate

to build learning experiences for students that
reintroduce them to their authentic voices. Together,
we will experiment with storytelling prompts,
activities, and leave with adaptable strategies for
fruitful failure and play.

<ALL YEAR LEVELS > (CREATIVE WRITING>

TW2/SESSIONTWO /12.50 -1.50PM

TW2.07

Local voices of Country

Emma van Wees and Louise O’Neill,
StBernard’s College

STRAND:

This workshop explores strategies forengaging
students, particularly boys, with First Nations poetry
through Whisper Songs by Tony Birch. Developed
collaboratively for the study of Voices of Country
(VCE Literature), the unituses contemporary,
accessible texts groundedin a Melbourne context.
The presenters will share how this approach builds
genuine connectionwith a focus on Birch’s use of
language, structure, and stylistic features. These
elementsinvite studentsin and deepen their
analysis. Itis consistently one of the mostloved
units, showing how relevance, place, and voice can
transform engagement.

PARTICIPATION: @D

<ALL YEAR LEVELS) (FIRST NATIONS TEXTS >

TW2.08

The perks of stepping aside
and sayingless

Trishna Sohal Ryan, Mentone Girls’ Grammar

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: D

This workshop details the highs (and occasional
lows!) of efforts to transform and re-energise middle
years classrooms by encouraging students to
develop confidence in theirown perceptions and
interpretations of the texts we study. We will examine
the importance of stepping aside and saying less as
teachers, to foster greater curiosity, collaboration
and experimentationin students’ thinking and
writing. The workshop will showcase the strategies
that have beenused to support this shift and offer
participants an opportunity to consider how this
might be realisedin their own school settings.

(MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

(EARLY CAREER TEACHERS) (INDEPENDENTTHINKING)

o Minimal participation: Lecture

® Low level participation: Discussion
© Mediumlevel participation: Hands on
O High level participation: Embodied

==/

, Creative Joiede < Oh friends, no more of these sounds!
alchemy * *jﬂf

vivre Let us sing more cheerful songs!
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WORKSHOPS

To choose or not to choose:
Helping students select the
best VCE English option

Vaani Guruparan and Anna Gonzales,
Nossal High School

STRAND:

Inthis era of student agency and voice, it has
becomeincreasingly important for students to
choose the best VCE English option. While students
are oftenresigned to two more years of compulsory
English, we seek to inspire themto find joy in their
VCE English choices by providing a taste of English,
EnglishLanguage, and Literature in our context. We
will take you through the journey that we use to guide
our students with their subject selection process.
We are also interested to hear the experiences of
othersin ensuring that students feel empowered to
approachwhichever VCE English subject they select
with positivity and enthusiasm.

PARTICIPATION. @) O

<YEAR 10 TEACHERS> (STUDENT AGENCY)

TW2/SESSIONTWO /12.50 -1.50PM

TW2.10

Zesty learningin
difficult environments

Sarah Longden, Lowanna Secondary College

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (IO

When faced with a challenging classroomora
difficult text, it takes lots of ideas to scaffold
learning, keep the end goalin sight, andinspire
students to keep going. Through writing about
texts, itisimperative tolink it to widerissues,

gamify when needed, and always take the tangents.
Participants in this workshop will join in with some
games forlearning and engagement, as well as
hopefully walk away with some new strategies

for difficult classrooms.

(MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

ENGAGEMENT

Loud, energetic, free,
non-linear conversation
where meaning is being

co-constructed in real time.
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WORKSHOPS

Embracing the VCE English team
Ross Huggard

z
STRAND:gATﬂJ’ PARTICIPATION: (D O
Inmany schools, the VCE English teamis changing
andthereis oftenaresulting need toreimagine the
prevailing culture. Collegiality is built on trust and
collaborationbut thisis not always easy toinstil.
Effective teams enable not only student success
but also fosterhappy colleagues. Drawing from
consultingworkin arange of metropolitan and
regional schools, this workshop will explore ways in
which trust and conviviality can be fostered within
the VCE English team. It will offer strategies as well
as provide a space forrich sharing of experience
and situations.

<VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS)

(COLLABORATION) (LEADERSHIP)

TW3.02 LIVESTREAM

The wonderisement of
wordification: The joy of
teaching and learning vocabulary

Hayley Harrison, Connect Literacy

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (D O

The impact of vocabulary on students’ reading,
writing and communication abilities is far from trivial.
But there are SO many wordsin the world - we can’t
possibly teach themall. Or can we? This workshop
will explore so many words we will run out and start
creating our own! We will look at ways to embed

new words purposefully, explicitly andincidentally
throughout the curriculum and within any classroom.
Be preparedto learn about how we learn new words
and ways to teach new words, while learning abunch
of new words along the way!

(ALL YEAR LEVELS ) (VOCABULARY)

TW3/SESSIONTHREE/2.40 - 3.40PM

Better together:
Collaborative strategies in Literature

Hannah Valmadre, Kardinia International College

STRAND:sjﬂ} PARTICIPATION: (I

This workshopis about establishing and maintaining
acollaborative culturein senior Literature
subjects. For students new to Literature, it can
beintimidating to offeraninterpretation orto

use new metalanguage, but building knowledge
and skills together allows them to be curious,
courageous, and open-minded to arange of
possible critical readings. | will share collaborative
strategies such as annotation activities for Maya
Angelou (orany) poetry, embodied pedagogy
tointroduce Shakespeare plays, using digital
collaborative spaces, and Socratic seminars

to conclude a text study.

(YEAR 10 TEACHERS) (VCE LITERATURE TEACHERS)

COLLABORATION
TW3.04

Checking for understanding
in the English classroom

Michael Cummins, Melbourne High School

STRAND: §§7 PARTICIPATION: (IO

How can students experience joy when they

do not know how to respond? In this workshop,
participants will experience a demonstration lesson
of how scaffolding canlead to aninclusive space.
This workshop is suited for teachers who would
like to encourage a higherlevel of participation
and develop confident English students. Using
functional grammar alongside the work of Anita
Archer, participants will gain aninsight into how to
create afocusedlessonthat engages students
from multiple backgrounds and with a variety of
learning needs.

(EARLY CAREER TEACHERS) (YEAR 9 TEACHERS)

<YEAR 10 TEACHERS> (VOCABULARY)

o Minimal participation: Lecture

® Low level participation: Discussion
© Mediumlevel participation: Hands on
O High level participation: Embodied

VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2026

, Creative Joiede < Oh friends, no more of these sounds!
§§] alchemy vivre *jﬂf Let us sing more cheerful songs!
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WORKSHOPS

Clarity, confidence, and joy
in VCE English Language writing

Louise Noonan, Camberwell Girls Grammar

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (D O

This workshop supports teachers by reimagining
VCE English Language response writing as a
curiosity-driven practice groundedin clarity and
student agency. It demonstrates how explicit
teaching of structure, metalanguage, and evidence
can build confidence and enjoymentin senior
English Language classrooms. Participants will
analyse sample responses, trial teaching routines
forresponse writing, and explore lesson and
assessment strategies that foreground the joy of
linguistic discovery and mastery. This workshop
is primarily for teachers of Year 10 electives or
Year11English Language.

(YEAR 10 TEACHERS) (VCE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHERS>

(COLLABORATION) (CONFIDENCE)

TW3.06

Pedagogy toolkit for the
English Language classroom

Tristan Kent, Mount Waverley Secondary College

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (D O

VCE English Language opens up our teachingtoa
world of different thinking, discussion, and thrills
unlike other Englishes. In this workshop, I'll share
arange of routines and activitiesluse to create a
positive culture in my classroom, help my students
retain andretrieve our challenging content, and
get students excited by the kinds of learning that
ourwonderful subject has to offer. We’llassemble
atoolkit of strategies and examples to add to your
classroom teaching and challenge your students to
get the most out of English Language.

(VCE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHERS) (PEDAGOGY)

@

Bringing my eccentricity,
showing students thereis no
single way to be academic.

TW3/SESSIONTHREE/2.40 - 3.40PM

TW3.07

Tarot for teachers
Philip Thiel, The Mac.Robertson Girls’ High School

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (D)

The 78-card precursor to playing cards has been
used as atoolforplay, reflection, andinsight for
centuries. Inthisworkshop, we’lladopt archetypes
from the tarot as guides for our practice as English
teachers. How might figures and symbols from the
major arcana support our professional practice and
wellbeing? Amodel for playful classroom usage
will also be pitched, suitable for both creative

and analyticallearning activities. The workshop is
equally suitable forbeginners and enthusiasts, with
time allocated for guided reflection on our own
professional growth.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

Teacher as conductor:
Discussion and debate
in the English classroom

Michelle McRae, St Joseph’s College Geelong
STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (D)

At the heart of ajoyful English or Literature class
isrigorous discussion and debate; the kind

of discussion that lingers after the bellrings

and continuesin stolenmoments between
classes. Opinions fly, are refined by others, and
return as nuanced readings. Standing amidst
allthisis the teacher, acting as a conductor,
providing provocations, quietening some voices,
emboldening others untila symphony is created
where all students feel heard and challenged.
This workshop gives practical strategies for
encouraging and refining debate and discussion
inthe English classroom.

<VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS) (VCE LITERATURE TEACHERS)

(DISCUSSION) (VOICE)
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WORKSHOPS

The joy of starting from scratch
Avril Good and Haley Clancy, Kolorer College

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (D

Learn about the process Kolorer College has used
to design theirknowledge-rich English curriculum
fromthe ground up. As abrand new school, the
Englishteamhas been able to be creative and
joyfulintheirapproach, while also considering the
fundamentals of what makes an excellent English
curriculum. The workshop will also outline strategies
forembedding cross-curricularlinks, principles
fordeveloping students’ cultural capital, and how
English canborrow from Maths inits approach to
marking and moderation. Wherever you are inyour
curriculumjourney, you'llcome away with strategies
andresources for strengthening what'’s there,
planning units, and hopefully putting the joy back
into curriculum design for you and your team.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

(CURRICULUM DESIGN)

TW3/SESSIONTHREE/2.40 - 3.40PM

TW3.10

Why most English rubrics kill joy
(and what to do instead)

Ben Lawless, Lawless Learning

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (IO

This workshop explores how common rubric designs
in English can narrow student thinking and reduce
writing to compliance. Participants willanalyse a
typicalrubric, identify where it limitsinterpretation,
voice and risk-taking, and then work through a
redesigned version that opens up richerresponses
while stillmaking progress visible. The workshop
offers a practical approach to writing criteria based
onwhat students doin theirwriting, supporting both
creativity and clarity inassessment.

(ALL YEAR LEVELS> (ASSESSMENT)

®

Always - ALLJAYS -
having snacks at my
English Domain meetings.

o Minimal participation: Lecture

® Low level participation: Discussion
© Mediumlevel participation: Hands on
O High level participation: Embodied

» Creative
= alchemy

Joiede T Oh friends, no more of these sounds!
vivre ) Let us sing more cheerful songs!
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9.00-10.00AM

Namila Benson

Namila Bensonis anaccomplished
TV presenter, broadcaster, writer
and educator working across
multiple media and creative
platforms. With a career spanning
overthree decades,joy and curiosity
are the ongoing foundations of

her practice to explore thought-
provoking and accessible
conversations about the world
around us. Throughout her extensive
career, Namila has presented and
produced multiple tv programs on
ABC including Art Works, Art Nation
and Sunday Arts. She presented and

produced The Art Show on Radio
National and anchored magazine
and music shows on Radio Australia
(ABC International). Namila authored
the memoir of respected Elder,
actorand activist - the late, great
Uncle Jack Charles. Uncle’s book,
Jack Charles: Born-Again Blakfella,
was released via Penguin Random
House. Namilais the co-creator
and host of national arts program,

The Art Of... whichran for two

seasonsin 2024 and 2025.

Image credit: Brook Andrew

Powered by joy:

The intersection of learning, creativity and joy

What’s the role of joy and creativity
whenitcomestolearning? TV host,
broadcaster, educatorand writer
-NamilaBenson - sharesinsights
onwhat happenswhen art and
creativity collide with joy tobecome
atransformative tool of learning.
Classrooms - like galleries, theatres
and museums - are not passive
spaces. They encourage us to go
from observation to participation.

Always facing each moment
with a smile and a quick wit.

In discussing an ‘Ode to Joy’, Namila
bringsit back to the basics of joy
ultimately being aboutanode to
curiosity and connection. Namila
will discuss the arts as a platform
tolearnabout the world around
us and as a gateway into different
continents, cultures, eras and
knowledge systems. This keynote
emphasises joy, notsolely asa
reward or an engine of learning,
but afoundation and practice.

STRAND:

@ﬁj Creative Joiede \jﬂj‘ Oh friends, no more of these sounds!

alchemy vivre

Letus sing more cheerful songs!


http://iview.abc.net.au/show/art-works
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/the-art-show/id1339851351
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PANELS

P1/11.35AM -12.35PM

Creating something real:

Student voice in the writing classroom

Have you everhad one of those
moments when a student (maybe
evenawhole class?) has beentotally
absorbedinwhat they’re writing?
When they know what they want

to say, how they want to sayit, and
theyreally care aboutit? In this panel
we explore the creative alchemy of
student voice - how we can brew
and bottleit. Forbothteachersand
students, thereis arealjoyin the
practice of developing students’
voice. The student, as apprenticein
this apothecary, learns to hone their
craft fromthe master, adding their
own elements as they build on what
has come before them. Thisisnot to
suggest that this transformational
processisamystical one, divorced
from the realities of Al, high-stakes
testing, literacy demands and
mandates of ‘explicit teaching’.

We are not pure idealists - we are
pragmatists. And we’re ready to
delve deepinto exactly how we
propose to centre student voicein
our current times. Join experienced
writing teachers and researchers,
Associate Professor Lucinda
McKnight and Emeritus Professor
Terry Locke, ina conversation with
DrEmily Frawley, as we trouble,
dissectandlook to uphold

writing classrooms that privilege
authenticity and craft.

This panelis the thirdin VATE’s
Research/ing Englishinitiative
for2026.

CHAIR

Dr Emily Frawley,

The University of Melbourne
PANELLISTS

Associate Professor Lucinda
McKnight, Deakin University

Emeritus Professor Terry Locke,
University of Waikato

STRAND: §§

CHAIR

Dr Emily Frawley

Dr Emily Frawley is a teacher-
educatorandresearcherat The
University of Melbourne. Her PhD
investigated teachers’ identities
as writers. She taught English and
Literature in government schools
for13yearsandwas aleading
Teacherinliteracy and curriculum.
Emily is a past VATE President and
current VATE Councilmemberandis
passionate about connecting with,
and supporting, fellow teachers.
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PANELLISTS

P1/11.35AM -12.35PM

Associate Professor Lucinda McKnight

Lucinda McKnightis an Associate
Professorin Pedagogy and
Curriculum at Deakin University.
Sheisalso, and always willbe, an
English student and English teacher
dedicatedtolearning and teaching
about writing. From 2022-2025 she
was an Australian Research Council
Discovery Early Career Research
Award fellow leading a national
project on Teaching Digital Writing

Emeritus Professor Terry Locke

Emeritus Professor Terry Locke
(Waikato) livesinthe Ngongotaha
Valley (near Rotorua) with his wife,
dogandhens. Heis asomewhat
ancient poet and academic

with wide-rangingresearch
interestsin education and literary
criticism. These include curriculum
development, constructions of
English, teacher professionalism,
literary studies, and writing
pedagogy. Recent publications
include Developing Writing Teachers
(with Lucinda McKnight: Routledge
[forthcoming]), Sense of Place,
Identity and the Revisioning of

in Secondary English with thirteen
English teachers; sheis currently
working on sharing findings from
this study as widely as possible. She
has beenresearching generative
Alinthe teaching of writing since
2021andhas shifted from cautious
optimism to panicked concern
about this field, with ‘voice’ being
amore significant concept than
perhaps everbefore.

Curriculum (Springer Nature 2023),
and Leaning Into the Wind (Poetry:
Falcons Return Press: 2026). He
aligns himself with such discourses
as ecocriticism, ecocentrism,
implacement (sense of place as
acrucial aspect of identity), anti-
dualistic approaches to the body/
environment relationship, alliances
with Indigenous peoples and the
role all of these playinaddressing
the climate crisis. He is a member of
GARN (Global Alliance for the Rights
of Nature). Hiswork can be checked
out at terrylockepoet.nz.

JOYIS...

The bounce of a staffy’s ears
when strutting down the street.

o’
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http://terrylockepoet.nz
https://experts.deakin.edu.au/29731-lucinda-mcknight
https://profiles.waikato.ac.nz/terry.locke

n
—
L
z
<
a
©)
=
'—
>
<
fa)

‘ W
N

VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2026

PANELS

LIVESTREAM

P2/11.35AM -12.35PM

Too happy to teach? An exploration of text
selection processes, assumptions, and choices

Why do so many of the texts we
teach centre on suffering, loss and
struggle? Must a text be ‘heavy’

to be worthy of study or have we
sidelinedjoy fortoolong? This
panelbrings together three expert
Englishleaderstoreflect ontheir
experiences of text selection.
Drawing ontheirwork at the
chalkface andin schoollibraries,
the panellists will explore the

kinds of texts that are traditionally
privileged on school booklists - and
the assumptions that shape these
choices. Together, they will question
whetheremotional weightis too
often equated with literary value, or
whether ‘'sad’ texts are a necessary
juxtapositionto encourage joy and
gratitude in our classrooms.

Throughlively debate and practical
examples, we will consider what
may be overlooked when uplifting
orhopefultexts are excluded from
the curriculum. The discussion will
beinformedbyresearch, cross-
disciplinary perspectives, and key
insights from the VATE Member
Text Survey. Panellists will offer
both provocations and practical
reflections to expand notions of
what constitutes a ‘worthy’ text.

CHAIR
Lauren Kyte, Salesian College Sunbury

PANELLISTS
JenniferVarrasso, Sunbury College

Alice Nixon, Sunbury Downs College

STRAND:sjﬂ}

CHAIR

Lauren Kyte

LaurenKyteis Head of Library

at Salesian College Sunbury,
where she leads a dynamic team
committed to connecting students
and teachers withrich, engaging
content across all subjects. Lauren
is apassionate advocate for
contemporary Australian texts
and has worked with both SLAV
and VATE to encourage schools
toreinvigorate their booklists.

Giving book recommendations
to students.



PANELS P2/11.35AM - 12.35PM

PANELLISTS

Jennifer Varrasso

JenniferVarrasso has 16 years of
experienceinteaching andleading
VCE English and Media across
various Victorian schools. She is
currently the Engagement Programs
Learning Specialist at Sunbury
College andis passionate about
using movingimage to assistin
improving literacy skills.
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Alice Nixon

Alice Nixon is Head of English

and Literacy Learning Specialist
at Sunbury Downs College. With
almost 20 years of teaching and
leadership experience across
Victorian secondary schools, she
is passionate about adolescent
literacy and curriculuminnovation.

4
Demystifying the magic of
language, entering the flow state with
videogames, Al, and new projects.
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PANELS

P3/11.35AM -12.35PM

Artistic licence to thrill:

Bringing arts pedagogies into English

What happens when the English
classroombecomes a studio, a
gallery orastage? When teachers
exercise genuine artistic licence -
andinvite their students to do

the same?

This panel celebrates the joy,
curiosity, and creative energy

that emerges whenthe visual arts,
performance, and making are
woven thoughtfully into English
teaching. More than decorative
add-ons, the arts give Englishiits
pulse by providing opportunities for
deepening engagement with texts,
paving new pathways to authentic
voice, and inviting students to think,
feel,andrespondinways that words
alone sometimes cannot. What
does it meanto deviate, interpret,
and to take creative liberties with
English pedagogies?

The panellists bring distinct but
complementary perspectives -
groundedin secondary English
teaching and classroom practice, as
wellas experience in working across
the arts and education sectors.
Together, they will explore what it
means to implement pedagogy that
makesroom for the arts alongside
(andinside) the everyday work for
Englishteaching.

+ How dowe make space for
genuine creativerisk-takinginan
outcomes-driven curriculum?

+ Howdo creativeroutines change
the energy of a classroom?

+ Whatdoesitlook like when
studentsrespond to literature
throughimage, object or
performance, ratherthan the
written word alone?

+ How cancollaboration between
Englishteachersandarts
practitioners open new pathways
forstudentswho don’'tyet see
themselves asreaders orwriters?

+ How caneducators stay
creatively alive inside a curriculum
that can sometimes feel
constraining?

Drawing on classroom experience,
cross-disciplinary collaboration,
and a shared belief in the power

of creativity, this panel will spark
conversation, offer practical
provocations and remind us that joy
andrigour are notintension, they are
inseparable from rich multimodal,
embodied and cross-arts creative
practicein English.

CHAIR

Professor Joanne O’Mara,
Deakin University and VATE President

PANELLISTS

Jane Carter, Mentone Girls
Secondary College and Drama Vic

Jennylsaac, NGV

STRAND:

CHAIR

Professor Joanne O’Mara

Joanne O’Marais Professor of
Educationand the Chair of secondary
subject English teaching method

at Deakin University onthe lands

of the Eastern Kulin Nations. Sheis
committed towork that enhances
the work and lives of subject English
teachers. Jois the President of VATE.
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PANELLISTS

Jane Carter

Jane Carteris the English Domain
Leaderand Literacy Learning
Specialist at Mentone Girls’
Secondary College. She brings over
23 years of experience as a Drama
teacherand educator, with a strong
record of leading teams across

the arts, professionallearning,
student management, eLearning,
and occupational health and safety.

Jenny Isaac

Jenny Isaacisamuseumlearning
specialist at the National Gallery

of Victoria and a former English
and Literature teacher with
extensive experience teaching and
assessing VCE Literature. She has
led the development of innovative
curriculum-aligned programs that
connect the study of literature with
visual art, opening new pathways for
students to explore interpretation,
creativity and critical inquiry.

P3/11.35AM -12.35PM

Jane has worked extensively with
the Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Authority inroles
relating to study design, playlists,
examinations, and assessment.
She has directed more thanten
school musicals and continues to
act and direct within the amateur
theatre circuit.

Jenny’swork focuses onbuilding
meaningful connections between
schools and culturalinstitutions, and
sheis particularly interested inhow
art canenrich literary studies and
transform the classroom experience.
Through collaborations with artists,
writers and educators, she develops
learning experiences that challenge
conventional boundaries between
disciplines andinvite students to
engage deeply withideas.

o

Shovelling freshly popped
popcorn into my mouth by the
fistfulin the darkness of the cinema.
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YA Book Stack is an in-conversation podcast series highlighting
new and diverse voices and texts for students in the middle years.

Hosted by Karys McEwen

“

Vi Victorian Association for
3 the Teaching of English

[ @ Listen on Listen on
L@ Apple Podcasts Spotify Podcasts

-



https://www.vate.org.au/ya-book-stack
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WORKSHOPS
Crvnor | e

Approaching argument...joyfully

Liana Mannens and Trish Sohal Ryan,
Mentone Girls’ Grammar

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: D

Areyou tired of students playing ‘spot-the-device’?
Tired of listening to the same topics? Tired of
reading about how the writer ‘makes’ the audience
do things? Well, do we have the workshop for youl!
Together, we will show you how to step students
through the process of analysing and creating
persuasive texts at Years 7 to 10. We will explore
how these activities and assessments not only
alignwith the Victorian Curriculum 2.0, but also
prepare students for the demands of VCE English.
By participating, you willlearnhow to create joy in
your classrooms by fostering confidence among
students, encouraging collaboration, and valuing
creative engagement with tasks.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10))

(EXPLORING ARGUMENT)

FW1.02 LIVESTREAM

Conversations without computers:
Dialogue in the English classroom

Emily Frawley and Alex Bacalja,
The University of Melbourne

STRAND: §i£j/ PARTICIPATION: (IO O

Inthe growing face of Al, English classrooms must
remain places of energy, curiosity, and shared
discovery. This workshop explores how dialogic
teaching - learning through rich discussion and
collaborative thinking - can deepen students’
engagement with literature. We'll share six practical
strategies for secondary English classrooms,
including question-based instruction, collective
writing, and metatalk. These approaches invite
students to wrestle withideas together, build
meaning collectively, and experience the joy of
discovering new perspectives through conversation.

<ALL YEAR LEVELS ) (DIALOGUE)

FW1/SESSION ONE/10.10 - 11.10AM

Curly questions: VCE Literature
Dani Heyes, Wesley College

STRAND:gjﬂj PARTICIPATION: (D)

This collaborative workshop will navigate the ins
and outs of the Study Design with new teachers to
Literature. Having trouble with a particular definition
inthe Study Design? Unsure about the best way

to connect coursework to exam preparation?
Confused about a particularrequirement, Area of
Study, assessment? While participants will have

an opportunity to sendin questions prior to the
workshop, the intention of this session is to work
itouttogether!

<VCE LITERATURE TEACHERS) (STUDY DESIGN)

Does this spark joy? Marie Kondo-ing
the English classroom with Science of
Learning

Georgia Bate, Balwyn High School
STRAND: PARTICIPATION. @)

What in our curriculum continues to spark learning?
Andwhat is quietly cluttering our minds, curriculum,
and classroom? This workshop invites English
teachers to ‘Marie Kondo’ their curriculum and
pedagogy -identifying practices thatnolonger
serve studentlearning and to make space for
approaches that do. This workshop prompts
teachers to think about arenovation, upgrade and
shiftin practice aligned with the VTLM 2.0, Science
of Learning and the building of knowledge-rich
sequences. Inrecognising what no longer serves us,
we give ourselves permissiontoletit go!

ALL YEAR LEVELS

(CURRICULUM DESIGN> (PEDAGOGY DESIGN)

o Minimal participation: Lecture
® Low level participation: Discussion
© Mediumlevel participation: Hands on

» Creative
O High level participation: Embodied §§J alchemy

Joiede T Oh friends, no more of these sounds!
vivre ) Let us sing more cheerful songs!
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WORKSHOPS

‘Give '’em the old razzle dazzle’:
Creating joyful engagement
inthe English classroom

Alice Elwell, Queensland Academy
for Creative Industries (Brisbane)

STRAND: PARTICIPATION. @) O

Designed for Years 7-12 English teachers, this
hands-on workshop explores how alittle ‘razzle
dazzle’ canbring everyday classroom activities
tolife. Through modelling and participation,
delegates will create character shrines to explore
characterisation, trial a birthday party approach to

exam revision, and experience a poetry dinner party.
These playful strategies combine rigour with delight.

Participants will leave with adaptable, low-prep
ideas to energise lessons and foster meaningful
encounters with English.

<ALL YEAR LEVELS) (PEDAGOGY) (ENGAGEMENT)

FW1.06

Just say no to Al! Do somereal
(hand)writing instead!

Lucinda McKnight, Deakin University
STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (IO

Young people are increasingly angry about and
resistant to wasting precious learning time on Al.
Research tells us any use of GenAlin education
istoo much. The harms of using GenAl toreplace
any cognitive work are rapidly mounting. Even
using it for ‘idea generation’ or ‘planning’is a cop
out. Conscientious objectors, Neo Luddites and
concerned citizens are assembling. But... Alis also
usheringin arevival of writing! Without Al! Yes!
Engaging, meaningful, physical, tactile writing in
class! WRITING FOR JOY! Let’s draw, sketch, write,
andreconnect with what writing is for.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

CREATIVE WRITING

An enthusiastic
saxophone solo.
o

FW1/SESSION ONE/10.10 - 11.10AM

FW1.07

Memories and magic:
Using picture books to teach
writing in the VCE English classroom

Virginia Danahay, St Catherine’s School
STRAND: PARTICIPATION: @)

Rediscoverthe joy of reading a favourite children’s
book. Learn how to use picture books as a creative
writing teaching toolin the VCE English classroom.
Picture books are engaging and easily accessible
texts foralllearnerlevels. In this workshop, we will
draw on the magic of the picture book to explore
practical activities that can help teach key skills
relevant to the Crafting and Creating texts Areas
of Study and inspire some curiosity and creativity
within the writing process.

<VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS > (CREATIVE WRITING)

Playing with joy:
Voice, play, and poetry
in the Years 9-10 classroom

Rebekah Keenan Mount,
Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (IO

‘askthemto take apoem/andholditup to the
lightlike a colourslide.” (Billy Collins, Introduction
to Poetry) This workshop for Year 9 -10 English
teachers explores playful approaches to poetry
that foreground interpretation, voice and creative
risk-taking. Using mentor poems by Billy Collins,
Ellenvan Neerven and Li-Young Lee, delegates
willengage in Visual Thinking Strategies, short
writing invitations and discussion. Participants will
experience activities as students would, and leave
with practicallessonideas, writing prompts and
strategies forjoyful, artful poetry learning.

(YEAR 9 TEACHERS) <YEAR 10 TEACHERS> (POETRY)
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Reframing joy in the English classroom

Mark Howard and David Thomas,
Elisabeth Murdoch College

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (D

Thisworkshop challenges narratives of engagement
asintuitive or exploratory, reframing joy as

emerging from growing control of language, and
the confidenceit brings. Grounded in systemic
functional linguistics, we will showcase creative and
analytical sequences spanning middle and senior
English that build awareness of how language makes
meaning. Participants will analyse student samples
andview recordings of learners reflecting on their
development, leaving with strategies that highlight
how awareness and deliberate choice bringjoy to
student writing.

<VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS>

(AGENCY ) (CURRICULUM DESIGN>

FW1.10

The joy of shared meaning making

Kirsty Ramdath, St Bernard’s College
STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (IO O

While teachers make time for speech, particularly
when exploring argument, the pedagogy of
speaking andlistening can be haphazard and
sometimes tokenistic. This workshop aims to
reimagine talk as a purposeful, playful, and essential
part of learning. Using literary-based discussion
games, participants willengage in low-stakes,
collaborative play that invites curiosity, creativity,
and connection. Together, we will explore how
literary fiction acts as a catalyst for developing
students’ capacity to think, formideas, and speak
independently in anincreasingly technology-
dependent world.

<ALL YEAR LEVELS ) (SPEAKING) (LISTENING)

FW1/SESSION ONE/10.10 - 11.10AM

The joy of teaching film
Alex Hand, Balwyn High School

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (IO

This workshop will serve as anintroductionto the
new film texts for VCE English. Participants will
engage inrobust discussion about the films, thinking
abouthow we can utilise the classroom environment
in discussion of these texts, and how these can
deepeninterpretations of a text. Participants will
also analyse key stills from the films and begin to
make connections between literary features and
otherkey moments from the text.

<VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS ) (CRITICAL THINKING)

The value of values

Cindy Sullivan and Nurdan Tabak,
Hume Central Secondary College

STRAND: §§7 PARTICIPATION: (IO

Inthis workshop, we will provide strategies to
support students to recognise how social and
culturalvalues are presented inliterary and
persuasive texts. Participants will explore ways

of moving students from this recognitionto an
analysis of how culture, values, and context underpin
the construction of texts and how this can affect
meaning and understanding. We will also explore
how an awareness of values can support students
to analyse persuasive intent. We will consider
adialogical approach based on constructivist
theories of learning to encourage student
engagement, fosterlearning confidence,

and find the joy inanalysis.

<VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS) (VALUES)

o Minimal participation: Lecture
® Low level participation: Discussion

VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2026

© Mediumlevel participation: Hands on Creative Joiede < Oh friends, no more of these sounds!
O High level participation: Embodied §§J alchemy vivre *jﬂj Let us sing more cheerful songs!




WORKSHOPS FW2 / SESSION TWO /12.45 - 1.45PM

= | uvesTREAM |
LIVESTREAM

= | Fw2or | | Fw2.03 |

% Assessment and VCE English Cultivating alove of literature

9 Annelise Balsamo, VCAA, and Helen Billett Anna Carrig, Northcote High School

% %

é STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (D STRAND:gjﬂj’ PARTICIPATION: (IO

(©)

=

e Thisworkshopis areflection ontherole of How do you get students excited about classic

g assessmentin VCE English. It will consider formative texts? Debating the parts of the play that made

= assessment practices, the formative and summative them cringe or cry? Sharing how the poem made

= role of assessment for SACs, and assessment them feel? Taking arisk by putting forward a hot

a practices used by assessors in the exam. This take on the text? This workshop will present arange
workshop will explain the concept of global of pedagogies, activities, andresources that aim
assessmentin the exam and will offer teachers the to stiralove of literature in students andinturn
opportunity toreflect on and build their formative lead to more engaged analysis. Best suited to
and summative assessment skills. VCE Literature and English, or Year 10 subjects

that emphasise text study.

<VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS) <VCE EAL TEACHERS>

(YEAR 10 TEACHERS) <VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS)
ASSESSMENT
<VCE LITERATURE TEACHERS) (ENGAGEMENT) (TEXT)
FW2.02 | LIVESTREAM

Joy was our plan all along

Allie Baker and Sarah McKay,
Beechworth Secondary College

FW2.04

Enriched and enriching:
Supporting students to

. meaningfully use metalanguage
STRAND:g{FﬂJ’ PARTICIPATION. (D in English Language

What if the most powerful lever for successisn’t Stephanie Schepton, StMichael’s Grammar School

more drilling or a ‘baby VCE’in the junior years, STRAND: @g PARTICIPATION: ()
but joy? This workshop shares the story of an
Englishteamthat chose creative risk-taking, rich
collaboration, and alove of language. Guided by a
shared vision built on curiosity, engaging texts, and
student voice, we've spent several years reshaping
how our students and community see English. We
didn’t chase data, butimpressive results followed:
sustained growth and impressive engagement.
Come along to hearhow we're doing it andleave
with practicalideas for your own context.

How canwe support our students to move
beyond simply listing features and instead use
metalanguage as vehicle fornuanced and joyful
analysis of language? This interactive workshop
will provide teachers with arange of practical
resources to support English Language students
to meaningfully identify and analyse salient
features presentin contemporary texts. We will
share strategies and experiences of teaching

metalanguage including pathways to cultivate
student joy through developing opportunities for
a5 ((coLLABORATION ) ( CURRICULUM DESIGN ) students to authentically apply metalanguage,

learnedinclass, to theirown lives.

. <VCE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHERS>

Finding my ‘people’
by normalising being
far from ‘normal.

(METALANGUAGE) (ANALYSIS)

VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2026
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WORKSHOPS
_Fwz.05 |

Exploring the role and
challenges of reading

Vivienne Thomas, Echuca College

STRAND: §4§] PARTICIPATION: (D O

In this workshop, participants will explore the
following questions: Isreading central to our work as
Englishteachers? s the class novel the only, or best,
way to develop students’ reading comprehension
skillsand engagement with reading? Are we satisfied
with the number of texts our students read? How
diverse (topic, degree of difficulty, genre) are the
texts our studentsread across the year? How can
we generate deeperand more complexresponses
from students about what they read? As teachers of
English, whatrole can/should we play in engaging
studentsinreading?

(MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10))

READING

From avoidance to confidence:
Reclaiming joy in VCE English

Julia Lippold, Lauriston Girls’ School

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (D O

Thisworkshop responds toincreased joylessness
in senior English, reframing avoidance as alack of
confidence rather than effort, particularly for those
on special provisions or experiencing high levels

of academic anxiety. Grounded in the conference
theme, it positions ‘joy’ as the outcome of clarity,
structure, andintellectual reward. Maximising
self-assurance in senior English supports students
to experience success and has adirectimpact

onhow theylearn.

(VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS) (VCE EAL TEACHERS>

FW2/SESSIONTWO /12.45 -1.45PM

FW2.07

From surviving to thriving:
Joy, balance, and connection
inteaching

Ashleigh Cavalin, Haileybury College, and
lva Roncevic, Mentone Grammar School

STRAND:gjﬂ} PARTICIPATION: @)

This practical workshop supports English teachersin
managing workload while reconnecting with the joy
of teaching. The workshop will explore sustainable
strategies for managing marking, building student
rapport, establishing effective classroomroutines,
using low-prep engagement activities, and
protecting teacherwellbeing. This workshop

aims to celebrate the joys of English teaching

while fostering collaboration, confidence, and
long-term sustainability in the profession.

<ALL YEAR LEVELS) <EARLY CAREER TEACHERS)

(TEACHER WELLBEING>

FW2.08

Inspiring creativity through
artatthe NGV

Jenny Isaac, National Gallery of Victoria

STRAND: @g PARTICIPATION: T

Drawing ontherich collection of the NGV, this
workshop explores how art can be used to spark
imaginative and personal writing. Participants

will discover practical strategies that harness
visual art to evoke emotional resonance, inspire
storytelling, and encourage playful experimentation
withlanguage. Through examplesincluding close
looking and ekphrastic response, the workshop
demonstrates how artworks can unlock student
voice, foster curiosity, and reduce writing anxiety.
Leave with adaptable ideas to create more
engaging, inclusive, and joyful writing experiences
inthe classroom.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

CREATIVE WRITING

o Minimal participation: Lecture

® Low level participation: Discussion
© Mediumlevel participation: Hands on
O High level participation: Embodied

VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2026

, Creative Joiede < Oh friends, no more of these sounds!
§§J alchemy vivre *jﬂj Let us sing more cheerful songs!
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WORKSHOPS
Fwz.09 |

Less pedagogy, more philosophy:
Ajoyous, life-affirming rejection
of modern educational discourse

Vincent Chiang, Melbourne Grammar School

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: TR O

Thisworkshop proposes that the key to becoming a
flourishing English teacherisless about pedagogy
and more about philosophy. Building on the work
of philosophical thinkers from Iris Murdoch to Plato,
this workshop will be a values-driven exploration

of the ‘'why?’ of English teaching, with an emphasis
onwhatis unique about our subject, and why being
clearonourpurposeis key to oursuccessinthe
classroom (and outside of it!). Although no clever
tools or curriculum maps will be provided, this
workshop is nevertheless designed to help you
teach at your best, with passion andjoy.

<ALL YEAR LEVELS> (TEACHER IDENTITY> (PHILOSOPHY)

FW2/SESSIONTWO /12.45 -1.45PM

Rescuing reading
Blair Mahoney, Melbourne High School

STRAND: §,§ PARTICIPATION: @D

As English teachers we all recognise the joy of
settlinginto a goodbook: the anticipation, the
relaxation, and the intellectual stimulation. Yet we
regularly see storiesin the media about how nobody
reads anymore and we can anecdotally report that
our students seemto bereadingless. Research
shows the wellbeing and cognitive benefits that
canarise fromreading, but how do we convince our
students and their parents of this? This workshop
will build on my work in progress of developing a
whole schoolliteracy policy withreading atits core,
drawing on the work of Margaret Merga.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

READING

g
. (=
’ Walking, exploring,

JOYIS...

going down twisting paths
in search of something.
Also dogs.
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WORKSHOPS
Crvson | esaga

Playful grammar
Prudence Meggitt, St Leonard’s College

STRAND: §,§/ PARTICIPATION: (D

Imagine grammar as a playful resource that
students can mess around with to achieve the
best expression of their voice and theirideas.
This workshop acknowledges the challenges with
grammar instruction - including teacher confidence
and studentboredom. It draws on the latest
researchinbest practice grammarinstruction
and nifty Al tricks to help you help your students.
Inline with the Language strand of the Australian
Curriculum, have students engaging in ‘metatalk’
when reading, writing more effectively with
actionable feedback, and feeling empowered
by grammar thatis relevant and fun.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10))

GRAMMAR
FW3.02 LIVESTREAM

Teaching film like a media teacher:
Elevating English responses

Jennifer Varrasso and Mark Hewitt,
Australian Teachers of Media (ATOM)

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (D

Teach film texts with greater confidence and help
your students produce higher-quality analytical
responses. Drawing on the expertise of the
Australian Teachers of Media (ATOM), this workshop
demystifies film analysis through film codes,
narrative, and genre conventions. You'lllearn how to
explicitly teach metalanguage that elevates student
writing using examples from 2027 VCE English film
texts. Leave with practical strategies and language
you can apply immediately to move students from
descriptionto sophisticated analysis.

(YEAR 10 TEACHERS) <VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS)

SCREEN LITERACY

FW3/SESSIONTHREE /2.35 - 3.35PM

Authentic creative writing,
place, and the power of
varied mentor textsin Year 10

Edon Germano, Auburn High School
STRAND: PARTICIPATION: T

Using Melbourne as an entry point and intersection,
this workshop shows what’s possible whenwe
teachlocationas more thanjust settingin a Year10
creative writing unit. This workshop models how
purposeful selection of varied mentor texts yields
engagement andreflective student writing.

Here, authors are co-teachers, from songlyrics

to First Nations creative non-fiction. Paired with
explicit teaching and teacher-as-writer pedagogy,
this workshop posits that rigour and joy were
never antonymous.

<YEAR 10 TEACHERS> (VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS >

CREATIVE WRITING

FW3.04

‘Can we have a FUN lesson today?’

Elise Desira and Vincent Setunga, Eltham College

STRAND: §§7 PARTICIPATION: (IO

This workshop invites educators to rethink how
English canbe taught through movement, creativity,
and hands-on experience. Ratherthanrelyingon
static, slide-based instruction, we explore how
embodied and experiential learning can deepen
student understanding while remaining firmly
aligned with curriculum outcomes. Teachers will
leave with adaptable ideas that fosterengagement,
support diverse learners, and create memorable
learning experiences without adding to workload
orrequiring extensive resources. This workshop
positions joy not as an extra, but as a powerful

driver of understanding.

(MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

(EMBODIED LEARNING)

o Minimal participation: Lecture
® Low level participation: Discussion

VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2026

© Mediumlevel participation: Hands on Creative Joiede < Oh friends, no more of these sounds!
O High level participation: Embodied = alchemy vivre *jﬂj Let us sing more cheerful songs!
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Curly questions: VCE English/EAL

Amy Christensen,
Caulfield Grammar Caulfield Campus

STRAND: S!Tﬂj PARTICIPATION: (D

This collaborative workshop will navigate the ins
and outs of the Study Design with new teachers
to English/EAL. Having trouble with a particular
definitionin the Study Design? Unsure about
the bestway to connect coursework to exam
preparation? Confused about a particular

FW3/SESSIONTHREE /2.35 - 3.35PM

FW3.07

From audit to plaudit:
Diverse and representative textlisting

Hugh Gundlach, The University of Melbourne
STRAND: §§7 PARTICIPATION: (IO

The stories we consume shape how we see the world
and whose voices we learnto value. As English and

Literature teachers, each text we choose amplifies
some perspectives while silencing others. Drawing
onan audit of more than 25 years of VCAA textlists,
discover which voices are present and which are

requirement, Area of Study, assessment? While
participants will have an opportunity to sendin
questions prior to the workshop, the intention
of this sessionis to work it out together!

missing, and how to make informed, inclusive
curriculum choices. Have a go at auditing your
text selectionin ahands-onworkshop.

(ALL YEAR LEVELS> (DIVERSITY) <READING>

(VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS) <VCE EAL TEACHERS )

STUDY DESIGN
FW3.08

Own the text: Power, voice,
and choice in VCE Literature

FW3.06

Engaging invisual art praCtices Meg Lindsay, St Michael’s Grammar School

STRAND:gjﬂ} PARTICIPATION: @®

Claire Robinson, Bass Coast College

STRAND: PARTICIPATION. ()

Thisworkshop for teachers of the middle years,
willilluminate the opportunities within the English
curriculum for arts-rich pedagogy that supports
students to write with meaning, depth, and
purpose. Examples of creative visual processes
forthe planning and publishing stages of writing
will be shared. We will explore the potential
impacts of these practices for enabling students
to express theirideas andjoyfully demonstrate
theirwriting skills.

Thisworkshop explores practical, playful strategies
to amplify student voice, engagement, agency, and
creativity in VCE Literature. It models approaches
such asyarning circles and student-centred learning
to build trust, encourage risk-taking, and support
diverse interpretations. Participants willengage with
flexible, non-formulaic tasks that foster authentic
expression, inclusive dialogue, and creative thinking
inthe lead-up to assessments.

<VCE LITERATURE TEACHERS> (ENGAGEMENT)

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

WRITING

| SPREAD JOY BY..

o
()
_— \ By being kind, optimistic,
()

playful, and earnest.

o
Sometimes by making fun
and useful things. ’

VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2026
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WORKSHOPS
Fws.09 |

The alchemy of intent
Shalini Akhil, Brunswick Secondary College

STRAND: §,§/ PARTICIPATION: (D

Groundedinthe Creative alchemy strand, key
writing skills across English Units 3and 4 are
unpacked to help develop authentic, intentional
voice. This workshop flips the concept of ‘authorial
intent’ to spotlight students as agents of meaning.
Participants willengage in practical, adaptable
activities that support students to move beyond
re-telling, and craft writing through deliberate,
considered choices. Through modelling, discussion,
and hands-on tasks, we will practise strategies

to deepenreading engagement by positioning
students as active meaning-makers rather than
passive paraphrasers.

(YEAR 10 TEACHERS) <VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS)

<VCE EAL TEACHERS> (VOICE) (AGENCY)

FW3.10

The joy of fostering a
good classroomyap

Ruby Hardy, Traralgon College
STRAND: %Tﬂj PARTICIPATION: (D

How do we empower students to be excited
toyapin English classrooms otherthan cold
calling? This workshop explores how to empower
joyful, confident discussionin middle years
English classrooms. Participants will explore how
language can empower students and switches the
negative connotation of 'yapping’ onits head. This
workshop aims to foster discussions, support the
development of discussionroutines, and implement
activities that model how to lower the stakes of
participation, encourage risk-taking, and foster
excitement andjoy in yapping.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10))

DISCUSSION

FW3/SESSIONTHREE /2.35 - 3.35PM

The magic of realism

Helena Brain, Sacred Heart College Geelong

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (D)

Text lists can sometimes be disillusioning for both
students and teachers with their often sombre
tone; the prevailing argumentis thatitis only darker
texts that offerenough complexity fit for analysis.
However, the genre of magicalrealisminvites us
torecognise that stories can simultaneously hold
serious truths alongside the joyous and fantastical.
In this workshop we willunpack the relevance

of this genre in classrooms today, examine text
suggestions for study, and consider practical
classroom-ready strategies to bring these texts to
lifeinthe classroom.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7-10)>

<EARLY CAREER TEACHERS>

(PEDAGOGY) (SHORT STORIES>

FW3.12

Twelfth Night Performance

Complete Works Theatre Company

STRAND:

O time, thou must untangle this, notI/Itis too
hard a knot forme t’'untie’ (I.1) Twelfth Nightis an
ambiguous mix of celebration and melancholy.
Itis a complicated tale of unrequited love, in
which alovelorn duke becomes entangled with
shipwrecked twinsin various disguises while the
antics of those understairs create further chaos.
Complete Works Theatre Company presents an
abridged performance of Shakespeare’s classic
comedy for VCE English/EAL teachers featuring
energetic performances, imaginative staging and
celebration of the human spirit.

(VCE ENGLISH/EAL> (PERFORMANCE)

o Minimal participation: Lecture

® Low level participation: Discussion
© Medium level participation: Hands on
O High level participation: Embodied

§5J Creative

i P i |
Joiede s‘fﬂj Oh friends, no more of these sounds!

alchemy vivre Letus sing more cheerful songs!
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Prose and cons:
Fostering alove of reading
through short stories

Natalie Scott, Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College
and Gillian Neumann, Rowville Secondary College

STRAND: §&£] PARTICIPATION: (D

This workshop will show teachers how to develop
and deliver a short story unit designed to encourage
students to explore arange of familiarand unfamiliar
genres. Throughjournaling, groupwork, and jigsaw
presentations, studentsin Years 9 or 10 will explore
their personalresponses to fictionin a unit of work
that honours student choice and aims to foster
enjoymentinreading. A course outline, short

story shortlist, and formative and summative
assessment tasks will be included.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10))

SHORT STORIES
TW1.02 LIVESTREAM

The skills of analysing argument
Helen Billett

STRAND: %}Tﬂj

PARTICIPATION: (IO O

Being able to use the analytical thought processin
realtime offers our students power and agency in
arapidly changing world. Animportant part of our
role as VCE English teachersis to teach these vital
skills. This workshop is designed to look at ways in
which we teach these skills so that students see their
relevance and engage with the processincluding
the assessment approaches that build resilience
in students, waysin which we can encourage
persistence in our students so that they are ready
forassessments and, importantly, how students
can utilise these skills in their life beyond school.

<VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS> (VCE EAL TEACHERS )

(THINKING STRATEGIES)

Confessions of a high school librarian

Lauren Kyte, Salesian College Sunbury

STRAND: §§/’ PARTICIPATION: @)

What happens when a schoollibrarian spills

the teaonreading? (Metaphorically, of course.

Hot beverages are not permittedin the library!)
Combining research with plenty of stories from

the shelves, this workshop will outline the vital steps
to building a strongreading culture. Be prepared to
explorereaderidentity, trendsin the YAlandscape,
and the ways in which English teachers caninspire
students toread beyond the classroom. Come
fortheresearch; stay for the librarian gossip.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10))

READING

Preparing for the VCE English exam

Simon Ross, Parkdale Secondary College

STRAND: @g PARTICIPATION: (D)

Thereislittle joy to be foundin teaching Year 12
students the prescribed English course. Oris there?
This workshop will provide a navigator for teachers
in their stewardship through the treacherous waters
of the VCE English Study Design. We willengagein
ahighly interactive workshop, detailing how best to
prepare students for the ‘big dance’, and the joys to
be experienced by both student and teacheralong
the way.

(VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS)

(STUDENT AGENCY> (ASSESSMENT)

v
o >

Writing! Without Al!
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THURSDAY LIVESTREAM

WORKSHOPS

TW3/ SESSION THREE /
2.40-3.40PM

TW3.01 LIVESTREAM

Embracing the VCE English team
Ross Huggard

P
STRAND:SJTﬂj PARTICIPATION: D O
Inmany schools, the VCE English teamis changing
andthereis often aresulting need toreimagine the
prevailing culture. Collegiality is built on trust and
collaboration but thisis not always easy to instil.
Effective teams enable not only student success
but also foster happy colleagues. Drawing from
consultingwork inarange of metropolitan and
regional schools, this workshop will explore ways in
which trust and conviviality can be fostered within
the VCE English team. It will offer strategies as well
as provide a space forrich sharing of experience
and situations.

<VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS>

(COLLABORATION) <LEADERSHIP>

The wonderisement of
wordification: The joy of
teaching and learning vocabulary

Hayley Harrison, Connect Literacy

STRAND: PARTICIPATION. @)

The impact of vocabulary on students’ reading,
writing and communication abilities is far from trivial.
But there are SO many words in the world - we can’t
possibly teach them all. Or can we? This workshop
will explore so many words we will run out and start
creating our own! We will look at ways to embed
new words purposefully, explicitly and incidentally
throughout the curriculum and within any classroom.
Be preparedtolearn about how we learn new words
and ways to teach new words, while learning abunch
of new words along the way!

(ALL YEAR LEVELS) (VOCABULARY)

JOYIS...

The anticipatory
nostalgia of a trip yet to
begin,and already hot

wanting it to end.

o Minimal participation: Lecture

© Low level participation: Discussion
© Medium level participation: Hands on
O High level participation: Embodied

,» Creative
= alchemy

Joiede T Oh friends, no more of these sounds!
vivre ) Let us sing more cheerful songs!
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FRIDAY LIVESTREAM
WORKSHOPS

FW1/SESSION ONE/
10.10 - 11.10AM

FW1.01 LIVESTREAM

FW2/SESSION TWO /
12.45 -1.45PM

m LIVESTREAM

Approaching argument...joyfully

Liana Mannens and Trish Sohal Ryan,
Mentone Girls’ Grammar

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: TR O

Are you tired of students playing ‘spot-the-device’?
Tired of listening to the same topics? Tired of
reading about how the writer ‘makes’ the audience
do things? Well, do we have the workshop foryou!
Together, we will show you how to step students
through the process of analysing and creating
persuasive texts at Years 7 to 10. We will explore
how these activities and assessments not only
align with the Victorian Curriculum 2.0, but also
prepare students for the demands of VCE English.
By participating, you willlearnhow to create joy in
your classrooms by fostering confidence among
students, encouraging collaboration, and valuing
creative engagement with tasks.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

(EXPLORING ARGUMENT)

FW1.02 LIVESTREAM

Conversations without computers:
Dialogue in the English classroom

Emily Frawley and Alex Bacalja,
The University of Melbourne

STRAND: @ PARTICIPATION: @®

B

In the growing face of Al, English classrooms must
remain places of energy, curiosity, and shared
discovery. This workshop explores how dialogic
teaching - learning through rich discussion and
collaborative thinking - can deepen students’
engagement with literature. We’ll share six practical
strategies for secondary English classrooms,
including question-based instruction, collective
writing, and metatalk. These approaches invite
students to wrestle with ideas together, build
meaning collectively, and experience the joy of
discovering new perspectives through conversation.

<ALL YEAR LEVELS > (DIALOGUE)

Assessment and VCE English
Annelise Balsamo, VCAA, and Helen Billett

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: @)

This workshop is areflection ontherole of
assessmentin VCE English. It will consider formative
assessment practices, the formative and summative
role of assessment for SACs, and assessment
practices used by assessorsinthe exam. This
workshop will explain the concept of global
assessment in the exam and will offer teachers the
opportunity toreflect on and build their formative
and summative assessment skills.

<VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS> (VCE EAL TEACHERS>

ASSESSMENT

FW2.02 LIVESTREAM

Joy was our plan all along

Allie Baker and Sarah McKay,
Beechworth Secondary College

STRAND:SJTﬂ} PARTICIPATION: (D)

What if the most powerful lever for successisn’t
more drilling or a ‘baby VCE’ in the junior years,

but joy? This workshop shares the story of an
Englishteam that chose creative risk-taking, rich
collaboration, and alove of language. Guided by a
shared vision built on curiosity, engaging texts, and
student voice, we've spent several years reshaping
how our students and community see English. We
didn’t chase data, butimpressive results followed:
sustained growth and impressive engagement.
Come along to hearhow we’re doingit andleave
with practicalideas for your own context.

ALL YEAR LEVELS

(COLLABORATION) (CURRICULUM DESIGN)

| SPREAD JOY BY...

Sending unsolicited photos
of my guinea pigs.
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VATE STATE CONFERENCE 2026

FRIDAY LIVESTREAM
WORKSHOPS

FW3 / SESSION THREE /
2.35-3.35PM

FW3.01 LIVESTREAM

Playful grammar
Prudence Meggitt, St Leonard’s College

STRAND: @ PARTICIPATION: @) O

Imagine grammar as a playful resource that
students can mess around with to achieve the
best expression of their voice and theirideas.
This workshop acknowledges the challenges with
grammar instruction - including teacher confidence
and studentboredom. It draws on the latest
researchin best practice grammarinstruction
and nifty Al tricks to help you help your students.
Inline with the Language strand of the Australian
Curriculum, have students engaging in ‘metatalk’
when reading, writing more effectively with
actionable feedback, and feeling empowered

by grammar thatis relevant and fun.

<MIDDLE YEARS TEACHERS (ENCOMPASSING YEAR 7—10)>

GRAMMAR

e
Laughter during

BT discussion, silence when
° something hits, and
small breakthroughs
over time.

FW3.02 LIVESTREAM

Teaching film like a media teacher:
Elevating English responses

Jennifer Varrasso and Mark Hewitt,
Australian Teachers of Media (ATOM)

STRAND: PARTICIPATION: (D)

Teach film texts with greater confidence and help
your students produce higher-quality analytical
responses. Drawing on the expertise of the
Australian Teachers of Media (ATOM), this workshop
demystifies film analysis through film codes,
narrative, and genre conventions. You'lllearn how to
explicitly teach metalanguage that elevates student
writing using examples from 2027 VCE English film
texts. Leave with practical strategies and language
you can apply immediately to move students from
descriptionto sophisticated analysis.

(YEAR 10 TEACHERS> (VCE ENGLISH TEACHERS>

SCREEN LITERACY

®

o Minimal participation: Lecture
© Low level participation: Discussion
© Medium level participation: Hands on

» Creative
@ Highlevel participation: Embodied §§J alchemy

Joiede T Oh friends, no more of these sounds!
vivre ) Let us sing more cheerful songs!
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ABOUT VATE

Ambition

VATE is a not-for-profit subject
associationcommittedtoa

vision of subject English thatis
equitable, inclusive, robust, creative,
responsive, and critical. Through
collaborationand community,

VATE servesits members and

their students from all sectors and
regions across the state of Victoria.

Purpose

VATE exists to support its members
at all stages of their English
teaching careerin the continuous
process of renewal necessary to
engage with the dynamic nature

of both the profession and subject
English. Through professional
networks, advocacy, research,
journals, professional learning,
andresources, VATE leads and
nurtures acommunity of teachers
of secondary English committed to
their students and the advancement
of the profession.

Commitments

VATE is committed to Makarrata and
Truth-telling. VATE acknowledges
that we work, teach andlearn
onunceded land. Ourwork will
recognise and celebrate the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples of Australia as the first
teachers and storytellers. Fora fair
andjust society, we willpromote
and advocate for truth-telling in the
English curriculum and collaborate
with First Nations people and
organisations to co-create
programs and resources.

VATE willadvocate for the English
teaching profession and our
studentsinarange of educational
contexts and the wider community.
We will develop and provide policies
and programs that underpin our
advocacy work.

VATE will strengthen and nurture
learning communities, professional
networks, collaborative inquiry
communities, and other professional
learning contexts which allow
teacherstoreflect collaboratively,
creatively, and critically on current
practices and future directions for
Englishteaching.

VATE will continue to develop
effective professionallearning
programs for teachers to ensure
continued developmentinthe
learning and teaching of English at all
secondary levels. We will strengthen
ourcommitment to equity of access
forallmembers by delivering
professionallearning through a
range of modes.

VATE willinitiate, support, identify,
and disseminate research to our
members through ourjournal,
Idiom, and other publications
andresources.

VATE will strengthen and expand our
suite of publications. We will commit
to developing new resources that
are freely available to our members.

To benefitits members, VATE will
develop strategic partnerships at
state and national levels with other
teaching and subject associations,
bureaucracies, statutory bodies
and organisations.

Torespond to the challenges of
climate change, VATE will develop
environmentally sustainable
practices to minimise our carbon
footprint at all VATE events and

in all aspects of our work.
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ACCOMMODATION

OPTIONS

Burwood Serviced
Apartments

300 Burwood Hwy, Burwood
(03)8820 6161
burwoodapartments@outlook.com

Quest Burwood East

315 Burwood Hwy, Burwood East
(03)9069 6888

questburwoodeast@
guestapartments.com.au

$169 p/night one bedroom

$229 p/night two bedrooms

$329 p/night three bedrooms
Reference the Deakin University

Conference with VATE when
bookingto access adiscount.

$170 p/night studio
$205 p/night one bedroom
$325 p/night two bedrooms

Please use ‘VATE2026’ when
bookingto access theserates.

Quest Mont Albert

741 Whitehorse Rd, Mont Albert
(03)88431500

guestmontalbert@
guestapartments.com.au

$205 p/night one bedroom
apartment, including parking

$305 p/night two bedroom
apartment, including parking

To accessthisrate mention ‘Deakin
Conference 2026’ whenbooking via
phone oremail, oruse ‘Deakin2026’
when booking online.

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
CODE OF CONDUCT

VATE is committed to creating a safe,
productive, andinclusive environment
forall ourin-person and virtual
professionallearning events where
everyone canlearn, network, and
associate inan environment of mutual
respect. All participants, including but
not limited to attendees, speakers,
volunteers, exhibitors, traders, VATE
staff members, and service providers,
are expected to abide by this

Code of Conduct.

This Code of Conduct appliestoall
VATE professional learning events,
including those sponsored by
organisations other than VATE but
heldin conjunction with VATE.

VATE has zero tolerance forany form
of discrimination or harassment. If you
experience harassment or hear of any
incidents of unacceptable behaviour,
please contact Kate Gillespie
(executiveofficer@vate.org.au)ora
VATE staff memberinattendance.

Unacceptable behaviouris defined
as the following:

Harassment, intimidation, or
discriminationin any form.

Verbal abuse of any attendee,
speaker, volunteer, exhibitor,
traders, VATE staff member,
service provider, or other
guest, examples of which
include, but are not limited

CATERERS

The Healthlink Crew

Disclaimer: Levels toreactions of allergens vary, with some reactions
being simply due to proximity (airborne) and others occurring only after
consumption of the allergen. VATE is therefore unable to guarantee there
areno allergensinthe food and beverages being served at this event.

to, verbal commentsrelated

to gender, genderidentity,
sexual orientation, disability,
physical appearance, body size,
economic status, race, religion,
age, immigration status, refugee
status, ethnicity, or nationality.

Inappropriate use of nudity and/
orsexualimagesin presentations.

Disruption of presentations
during sessions - all participants
must comply with the instructions
of moderators, facilitators,
speakers, and VATE event staff.

Inappropriate or unwanted
physical contact.

Inclusion of promotional
materials, special offers, job
offers, product announcements,
or solicitationforservicesin
presentations, postings, and
messages; VATE reserves the
right toremove such messages.

VATE reserves theright to take any
actiondeemed necessary and
appropriate, including immediate
removal of a participant violating this
Code of Conduct without warning or
refund, inresponse to any incident
of unacceptable behaviour.


mailto:burwoodapartments%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:questburwoodeast%40questapartments.com.au?subject=
mailto:questburwoodeast%40questapartments.com.au?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/TheHealthLinkCrew/
mailto:executiveofficer%40vate.org.au?subject=
mailto:questmontalbert%40questapartments.com.au%20?subject=
mailto:questmontalbert%40questapartments.com.au%20?subject=
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PLANNING YOURTRIP
TO DEAKIN UNIVERSITY

By car

The Deakin Burwood Campusisa
30-minute drive from the Melbourne
CBD, depending on traffic.

From the Melbourne CBDjoin
the Monash Freeway (M1).

Take the Burke Road exit.

Turnright at Toorak Road and
followit forabout 10 minutes.

Toorak Road becomes Burwood
Highway and you’ll see Deakin
University onthe left

Carparking - Download OPark App
Carparkingis availableinthe
multi-level car park (car park 6)

at Deakin University, Melbourne
Burwood Campus. You are only
able to pay using the OPark app.

What youneedtodo:
Download the OPark App from

either Google Play or Apple Store.

Logintoyour OPark account/
orcreate anew account.

Should yourequire assistance,
email your questions to OPark -
support@opark.com.au or

call 61601012.

Furtherinformationcanbe
found at https://opark.com.au

You can also email
Deakin’s Parking Team:
parking@deakin.edu.au

Casual parking canbe purchased
by the hour or by the day through
the OPark app, whichis free to
download. You willneed to use the
relevant OPark zone numberwhen
starting a parking permit session.
The daily price of parking varies

by location and OPark permits

are only validin ‘General’ permit
zones (white-lined spaces).
Please donot parkin orange-lined
spaces as these require a different
permit type.

8.30am -4.30pm: $1.60 perhour,
cappedat $6.40 for the day.

VATE takes no responsibility for
cars that do not follow the parking
information provided by Deakin.

veesd

e0cee,,
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P CARPARKING ‘H

REGISTRATION
DESK AND
EXHIBITION HALL

e |

ENTRANCE 1:
BURWOOD
HIGHWAY

By public transport

Deakin University is accessible by
tram, trainand bus. It takes one
hour to get to the Burwood
campus from the CBD.

| SPREAD JOY BY...

Tram .

The most direct journey is by tram: A we“.’tl med DU ﬂ,
Take the No. 75 tram from Stop 4 H H
(Flinders Street) to Stop 63 (Deakin Com pll mentl ng
University/Burwood Highway). people on

Public bus services thelr OUthtS

A Deakin shuttle bus - route

201- provides high frequency
services from Box Hill bus port \
andtrain station. Formore [

information visit the Public
Transport Victoria Journey Planner:
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/journey



https://www.opark.com.au/
https://www.opark.com.au/
https://www.opark.com.au/
mailto:mailto:support%40opark.com.au?subject=
https://opark.com.au/
mailto:mailto:parking%40deakin.edu.au?subject=
https://www.opark.com.au/
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/journey

Idiom - VATE’s member journal

VATE’s member journal ldiom provides animportant space for the VATE community
to share insights, expertise, experiences and practical advice for the benefit of

our English teaching colleagues and to help foster professional dialogue and
development. Idiomis published online twice ayear and members can access

LESSON PLANNING:

alarge back-catalogue of previousissues. The latest edition of Idiomis Lesson THETEACHERAS

planning: The teacher as expert and learner, which investigates our practices as

English teachersinrelation to lesson planning, examining systemic expectations, m
highlighting the tensions, and unpacking the approaches that enable success.

Reading sideways: A Chorus of Voices:
Critical media literacy Sharing stories,
in the English classroom . knowledge, truth

A CHORUS OF VOICES:
SHARING STORIES, KNOWLEDGE, TRUTH

Thisldiom elevates and
amplifies Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
voices, supporting

VATE’s commitment to
deepening our knowledge
and appreciation of

the experiences and
perspectives of First
Nations peoples.

This edition of Idiomis a
response to the urgent
need for greater media
literacy and explores the
important role of subject
Englishin developing
critical media literacy
skillsin ouryoung people.

Tales from
beyond suburbia

This edition highlights
the voices of English
teachers and students
working and livinginrural
andregional areas around
Victoria, andincludes and the profession,
articles exploring curriculum ) highlighting the many
asitpertainstoregional bl  different stories of English
and rural English education. teachers’ effortsto create
sustainable conditions for
theirworkin contemporary
education contexts.

The sustainability of
the English teaching
profession/al
inuncertain times

Thisissue explores the
sustainability of English
teaching, both forteachers

The English teacher
asresearcher

Therighttoread

The texts teachers choose
to explore with students

in English caninform,
empower, and develop
critical, creative, and
literate citizens. This Idiom
speaks back to those

This Idiom focuses onan
important aspect of the
work of English teachers as
researchers, undertaking
practitionerinquiries,

and collaborating with
other English educators, who want to limit the
reflecting on practice ¥ choices of students and
and sharing experiences teachers, and celebrates
toimprove the teaching our classroom experiences.
and learning of English.



https://www.vate.org.au/idiom
https://www.vate.org.au/idiom
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